
down.
Layne Lisser asked the tree cutters to leave a 10-foot-tall

stump. Since then, under the deftly wielded chainsaw of tree
trimmer Rick Bactad, a dragon has emerged, and the men say

they envision similar transforma-
tions for other unsightly stumps left
behind when large trees are
removed.

Lisser, a stunt pilot who moved
here four years ago, remembered
seeing a stump in his former city of
Reno that had been carved into
three jumping trout. He later came
across a piece of Bactad’s — a
Garuda, or mythical bird-like crea-
ture — exhibited on a street behind
Monterey Peninsula College. The
board underneath it bore Bactad’s
phone number, and Lisser rang him
up.

The pair initially considered a
falcon or a hawk for Lisser’s
stump, in honor of his life of flying,
but his collection of dragon statues
inspired a change in plans.

“In the back of my mind, I had
been wanting to do a dragon,”
explained Bactad, who has carved
several angels — including one he
gave to the family of surfer Peter
Davi, who drowned Dec. 4 — and is

It’s better to 
winter here than
in Minneapolis

When war strikes,
the children 
need clothes

A resolution
already fulfilled
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■ ‘I could have petted him’

By CHRIS COUNTS

WHEN SEVEN cats disappeared from her Carmel
Valley animal sanctuary in just 24 hours, Allegra Braun
knew something was wrong. 

A neighbor, Carol Wilheim, reported seeing a mountain
lion lurking in the neighborhood, so Braun had an idea
where the cats had gone. 

In early December, a few days after the cats disappeared,
Braun confirmed her worst fears. Shortly after sunset, she
heard a commotion in the barn where her remaining 9 cats
live. With a flashlight in hand, she peered inside.

“The cats were doing acrobatics in their cages,” she
recalled. “They were clinging to the cages like wallpaper
with expressions of complete and total fear on their faces.
And here was this mountain lion crouched down and looking
up at them.”

For a moment, Braun was transfixed by the mountain
lion, which she identified as a young male.

“It was the most amazing, most exotic, alien-like creature
I had ever seen,” she said.

Then Braun did something that surprised even herself.
She had a flashlight in one hand and a brochure about the
animal sanctuary in the other and, rather than fleeing, she
scolded the lion.

“See this brochure?” she said in a stern voice. “You’re not
supposed to be here!”

Perhaps blinded by the flashlight, the lion turned and sud-
denly fled the barn through another door. But five minutes
later he was back. 

See FIRES page 17A

See LION page 8A

See SUIT page 8ASee SAW page 21A

PHOTO/MONTEREY FIRE DEPARTMENT

A pile of rags amidst construction tools and materials next
to an illegally converted garage spontaneously combusted
Dec. 27, according to a fire official.
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Chainsaw sculptor offers solution for ugly stumps
By MARY BROWNFIELD

INSPIRATION STRUCK as a Mesa Drive homeowner
prepared to have a large Monterey pine in his backyard cut

Got an unadorned tree stump? Sculptor
and Carmel resident Rick Bactad,
whose chosen artistic instrument is a
chainsaw, demonstrates his craft by
transforming a dead tree into a dragon.

PHOTOS/(LEFT) MARY BROWNFIELD, LAYNE LISSER

“I went to call the sheriff,” Braun recounted. “When I
returned, he was in the barn looking at the cats again. Then
he looked at me like he was thinking, ‘Oh, bleep, she’s
back.’”

The mountain lion didn’t appear fazed by the second
encounter. Giving up on the cats, he casually — and confi-

Two downtown 
fires mar 
holiday week

By MARY BROWNFIELD

OILY RAGS piled at an illegal construction site on
Perry Newberry Way spontaneously ignited two days after
Christmas, causing explosions and a fire with flames that
shot 30 feet in the air, according to deputy fire marshal
David Reade from the Monterey Fire Department. 

And on New Year’s Day, a restaurant at Carmel Plaza
caught fire. The owner of Lenny’s Deli had been told he’d
have to vacate the space by Jan. 6 in favor of a new restau-
rant. Investigators have not said whether the fire was
arson. 

Reported by a cop
On Perry Newberry Way, the outside of a garage, part

of a fence and windows in a neighboring home were dam-
aged, but the fire would have been much worse were it not
for a cop’s fortuitous traffic stop and the fire department’s
speedy response.

Carmel Police officer Chris Johnson, who had pulled a
driver over at Carpenter and Fifth around 12:30 a.m. Dec.
27, was the first to spot the flames.

Lawsuit claims 
sponge left inside
woman after surgery

By KELLY NIX

A WOMAN has filed a lawsuit claiming medical
malpractice after she said a Salinas physician accidentally
left a surgical sponge inside her abdomen following an
Cesarean section.

In the suit, filed Dec. 27, Maria Alvarado de Ruiz
claims Dr. William Khieu of OBGYN Associates of the
Central Coast left the sponge in her belly during the child-
birth procedure at Salinas Valley Memorial Healthcare
System on Oct. 24, 2006.

“The sponge became embedded in her intestine or
colon,” according to the lawsuit, “and required surgical
removal. A part of her intestine or colon was removed.”

C.V. woman shoos lion from her barn

Seven-year-old Jenna Garcia feeds a goat at the Love Your Pet
Animal Sanctuary in Carmel Valley Dec. 31. Earlier in the
month, a mountain lion made an unwelcome visit.
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