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By CHRIS COUNTS

GROWING MARIJUANA on local U.S.
Forest Service land is about to get more diffi-
cult.

A non-profit group — the Ventana
Wilderness Alliance — will begin this weekend
to team up with forest service personnel in an
effort to clean up back country marijuana gar-
dens. Meanwhile, the forest service recently
spent $100,000 on two remote-controlled drones
to help the agency monitor remote and rugged
terrain for evidence of illegal growing opera-
tions.

VWA volunteers and forest service workers
will hike along the Nacimiento River Saturday
and Sunday to reach an illegal garden. Their
goal is not to catch the growers, but to disman-
tle their infrastructure.

“Cleaning up gardens makes it much harder for growers,”
explained John Bradford, Monterey district ranger. “Growers
will use the same places again and again if they are left
alone.”

While growing marijuana on government land is clearly
illegal, the forest service and the VWA are also concerned
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A man and a woman were injured after a candle
ignited drapes in the bedroom of a Mission Street
house Sunday night.

The SkySeer is a 4-pound battery-operated aircraft forest service officials
hope will help them catch marijuana growers.
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DRONES WILL HELP CATCH POT GROWERS

about the effects of growing operations on the environment.
“Growers leave behind all sorts of things, like garbage,

pesticides, PVC pipe and other hazardous materials,”
Bradford said. “It’s a growing problem, and we see more of

Voters choose
McCloud,
Talmage, Sharp
■ County Democrats say 
they may challenge results

By MARY BROWNFIELD

WITH JUST under half the registered voters in Carmel-
by-the-Sea casting ballots, the three candidates who already
occupied seats behind the dais in Carmel City Hall were
elected Tuesday, according to final results released by the
Monterey County Elections department late Wednesday
afternoon. 

Mayor Sue McCloud prevailed over token opponent
Dogman McBill, while councilman Ken Talmage and coun-
cilwoman Karen Sharp, who had been appointed to replace
members who left, were elected to four-year terms in close
victories over challenger Michael LePage.

According to the official numbers released Wednesday —
following the tallying of 84 ballots uncounted on Election
Day — a total 1,373 ballots were cast by 49 percent of the
city’s 2,781 registered voters. While 329 people used the
polling places at Sunset Center April 8, 1,044 opted to vote
by mail.

In the mayor’s race, 926 chose McCloud, while 312 voted
for McBill. 

The council race was much closer, with Sharp netting 784
votes, Talmage receiving 769 and LePage getting 747.

The election was nonpartisan, with candidates not declar-
ing any party affiliation. But Thursday afternoon, the chair of
the Monterey County Democratic Party announced his orga-
nization might challenge the results, because the ballot lan-
guage instructed voters to “vote for two,” while voters were
actually allowed to vote for just one.

According to Democratic chairman Vinz Koller, the “vote
for two” language was illegal and might have prevented
LePage from being elected.

Art fest revived

After being abruptly canceled two weeks
ago, the Carmel Art Festival has been
given new life. See story on page 14A

Couple injured attempting to extinguish drapery fire
By MARY BROWNFIELD

A MAN went to the hospital and a
woman was treated at the scene after they
tried to put out a blaze in their Mission
Street home Sunday night, according to
Carmel Fire Capt. Bruce Meyer. The fire
began when a candle ignited drapes in
front of a sliding glass door in their
upstairs bedroom.

The curtains caught fire while resident
Tim Rebert’s back was turned. Seeing the
flames, he ran into the bathroom,
drenched some towels in the bathtub,
which had been filled earlier, and attempt-
ed to extinguish them.

But the flames quickly ran up the cur-
tains to the ceiling and Rebert sustained
first- and second-degree burns trying to
put out the fire himself, according to
Meyer. He then went downstairs and out-
side. But the other resident, Joann
Castiglioni, remained inside and tried to
fight the fire with water from a bathtub.

“When we were en route, we had an
update from FireComm [Monterey
County Emergency Communications]

saying an occupant was inside the resi-
dence refusing to leave,” Meyer said. And
Castiglioni managed to put out most of
the flames. 

“She flung water on the fire and got it
almost all the way out,” he said.

Firefighters extinguished what was
still burning, removed debris and investi-
gated. An engine crew from the neighbor-
ing Cypress Fire Protection District
assisted and stood by in case the fire
erupted again, and a Monterey duty chief
arrived to take over command of the inci-
dent. Meanwhile, emergency medical
technicians and paramedics treated the
residents. 

Castiglioni “suffered some smoke and
heat inhalation, but she refused to go the
hospital.” Rebert was taken to
Community Hospital of the Monterey
Peninsula for examination and treatment
of the burns, which were relatively minor,
and was later released.

Firefighters estimated the damage was
$5,000 to the building and $5,000 to its
contents, though the numbers could
climb.

Water district desal plant
back on drawing board

By KELLY NIX

WITH PENINSULA residents facing severe cutbacks
in pumping from the Carmel River, the Monterey Peninsula
Water Management District is considering building a desali-
nation plant deemed years ago to be “infeasible.”

Newly elected MPWMD director Bob Brower has pro-
posed bringing back the Seawater Desalination Project, a
plant in Sand City that was shelved in 2004 as a new water
supply for the Peninsula because an engineering firm con-
cluded it was flawed. 

Doris Day’s birthday a 
big deal on the www

By CHRIS COUNTS

AN ESTIMATED 2 million listeners tuned into the
Internet broadcast of a local radio show last week to wish
a collective “Happy 84th Birthday” to America’s
Sweetheart.

For six years, the Monterey Peninsula AM radio sta-
tion KIDD (“Magic 63”) broadcast an April 3 tribute to
Doris Day, entertaining a devoted — if somewhat mod-
est — audience. But all that changed two years ago when


