
By MARY BROWNFIELD

AS WALKERS, surfers and sunbathers
speckled Carmel Beach enjoying Monday
afternoon’s warmth and sunshine, a Pacific
Grove man was rushed to the hospital after
being pulled unconscious from the waves by
a friend.

According to Carmel Police Sgt. Mel
Mukai, 33-year-old Damien Thompson was
swimming with friends when probably got hit
by a wave and knocked unconscious.

“His friend noticed he was just floating
face down in the water and pulled him ashore,
at which time various people assisted with
first aid,” he said.

A fire engine and ambulance were sent to
Carmel Beach around 5:15 p.m. following a
911 call from someone the dispatcher
described as “hysterical.” Carmel Regional
Fire Ambulance paramedic David Jedinak
and Carmel Fire Capt. Ian Watts took the
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It used to be the site of a small train station, seen in this vin-
tage photo, for Asilomar. Now part of the Pacific Grove hik-
ing trail, the land is for sale. See story on page 10A.
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Rescuers teamed to help save the life of a Pacific Grove man who was
apparently hit by a wave while swimming at Carmel Beach Monday
afternoon, knocked unconscious and nearly drowned. He remains hos-
pitalized in intensive care.
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Dramatic beach rescue as man nearly drowns Kenney: I shot
neighbors after 
being assaulted

By CASEY MILLER

IN DRAMATIC testimony at the Salinas courthouse
Thursday afternoon, accused double-murderer John Kenney
took the stand, telling the jury he shot his Carmel Valley
neighbors in self-defense, not cold blood.

“It was pandemonium. I was acting half on instinct and
half on self-preservation,” Kenney said about the deadly con-
frontation with his neighbors, Mel and Elizabeth Grimes, on
January 29, 2007. “I wasn’t thinking of anything. I was try-
ing to save my life.”

Kenney began his testimony by briefly describing his
early life, from his service in Korea as a combat paratrooper,
to becoming an expert in theoretical physics working for the
petroleum industry. His wife and two children, he said, live in
France at his other home, and they have not visited Carmel
Valley with him since 2005, when Elizabeth Grimes, assault-
ed him and gave him a concussion, according to Kenney.

The defense and the prosecution agree the fatal shooting
was the culmination of a dispute between Kenney and the
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John Kenney in
court Wednesday
during his trial for
shooting his
Carmel Valley
neighbors.
Prosecutors say he
killed in cold
blood, but 
Kenney maintains
he acted in 
self-defense.

Scott admits 
growing dope but
denies lighting fires

County unlikely to back regional water supply project
■ Supe vehemently opposes proposal

By KELLY NIX

WORK BY an ambitious group on a regional water sup-
ply was halted this week because a county agency has not
committed to backing the group’s efforts.

Water for Monterey County — launched by the California
Public Utilities Commission in 2007 — has been working on
a plan that would supply as much as 29,000 acre-feet of
water, enough to solve the Peninsula’s water supply problem,
as well as shortages in other communities.

But directors of the Monterey County Water Resources
Agency have not signed a contract to manage the group, forc-
ing the cancellation of WMC’s monthly meeting Sept. 3.

“We’re out of money,” said Steve Kasower, the UCSC
economist and professor who heads the WMC group.

While California American Water Co., the Marina Coast

Water District and Castroville Community Services District
have agreed to fund the group so it can craft a regional water
supply project, the money can’t be used until a contract to
manage it has been forged.

While MCWRA board
directors were asked Monday
to vote whether to manage the
project, they postponed their
vote, opting to look at the
issue during a special meeting
Sept. 3.

And directors seem poised
to vote against embracing the
WMC plan.

“They have really grap-
pled with what their role
should be,” said MCWRA
General Manager Curtis Weeks. “And there have been con-
cerns about taking groundwater out of the Salinas Valley.”

Supervisor leads charge
The opposition to the WMC project is being led by 2nd

District Supervisor and dairy farmer Lou Calcagno, whose
district includes North Monterey County. 

In a tirade Wednesday, Calcagno blasted the plan which he
said was being pushed by people from “out of the area.”

“I represent North County, and they have severe water
problems,” Calcagno told The Pine Cone. “To put together a
project that says Monterey County but is all geared toward
the Monterey Peninsula, what the hell is going on?”

Besides his concerns over water rights, Calcagno said
drawing water from the Salinas aquifer for the WMC project
would aggravate saltwater intrusion in the aquifer.

“Until we solve the water problems in the Salinas Valley
... don’t come in our backyard and play this chess game with
a little water here and little water there,” he said. “You have
no jurisdiction to this aquifer.”

Kasower said the group’s research shows that drawing
water from the aquifer over a long period of time would actu-
ally reduce the amount of salt in the aquifer, a study
Calcagno said he doesn’t think is credible.

“In 50 years,” Kasower said, “drawing from the aquifer
would clean it up.”

Calcagno, who has never attended a meeting of the

A trail to nowhere?

By MARY BROWNFIELD

THE PROSECUTION’S case is mostly circumstantial,
and no one saw Lance Oliver Scott set any fires. But he
apparently doesn’t have any alibis, and in a county courtroom
this week, investigators, law enforcement officers and
experts testified how Scott set 11 fires in the Jacks Peak area
in 2006 and 2007.

Opposite them, friends described his love and knowledge
of nature, while Scott took the stand to explain he was in the
area where the fires were set, not to start them, but to hike,
drive, relax and water his pot plants.

After Monterey County Deputy District Attorney Steve
Somers and defense attorney Richard Rosen made their
opening arguments before the jury and Monterey County
Superior Court Judge Terrance Duncan last week, the prose-

‘If anything is
done ... it won’t
be done by 
the PUC and 
a professor’


