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By MARY BROWNFIELD

C
ARMEL OVERFLOWS with charm this
time of year, with captivating shop windows,
thousands of twinkling lights and myriad

stores worthy of exploration. It all begs the question:

Why order online or battle crowds in impersonal dis-
count big-box stores when an afternoon of holiday
shopping downtown would be much more fun while
doing so much good for so many people? 

To find unique and creative gifts,
look no further than your corner store!

PHOTOS/PAUL MILLER

At Carmel’s tree lighting ceremony Dec. 5, lots of happy youngsters were appropriately attired, including a reindeer
who found a frog to hug (left), a boy who decorated his crutches, and two CMS students who were thrilled to smile
for the camera (right).

See GIFTS page 4GG

America’s Favorite Art Gallery

WYLAND GALLERIES
est. 1978

Ocean Avenue Between Mission and San Carlos
831-626-6223

1-888-WYLAND-1

Best Wishes for

a Happy Holiday Season

and a Very Prosperous

New Year

From Everyone at the

WYLAND GALLERY 
CARMEL

The Carmel Art Association Presents

TThhee  AAnnnnuuaall

MMiinniiaattuurree  &&  SSmmaallll
PPaaiinnttiinngg  SShhooww

December 4th – January 2nd

A holiday tradition since 1929, CAA artist members offer small

paintings and miniatures for sale, including still life subjects,

landscapes, abstracts and much more in a variety of media. Hundreds 

of paintings will be hung on the walls of the Segal Room.

The “Mission Trail” show in the Entry Room will feature CAA artist

members’ depictions of the California Mission adobes, their gardens 

and statuary. The CAA is also featuring the “Best of Show” from 

December 4 through February 3.

Through December 15th• 6-8pm
We are a drop off site for the Annual Toy Drive for

the Salvation Army. Bring your non-perishable food items

and unwrapped new toys for local children of all ages.

JJaannuuaarryy  33  --   FFeebbrruuaarryy  44tthh  

TTHHEE  WWAALLLL  OOFF  OOPPPPOORRTTUUNNIITTYY

Start the New Year with a visit to our annual “Wall of Opportunity” where

the artists treat you with discounted works once a year! This will be the 

5th year for this very special show that is always full of wonderful surprises!

Carmel Art Association
Dolores between 5th and 6th
Hours: 10 am to 5 pm daily

(831) 624-6176

wwwwww..ccaarrmmeellaarrtt..oorrgg

We will be closed on December 24, 25, 31 & January 1
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Holiday Entertainment
Join us every Friday, Saturday and Sunday for holiday entertainment. 

Check our website for details.

Visits and Photos with Santa
Santa will be available to hear wishes and pose for photos at 

Santa’s Workshop near Chico’s and Champs Sports

Holiday Gift Wrap
Shoppers are invited to have their purchases gift wrapped at 

Santa’s Workshop by local community groups with a donation. 
Santa’s Workshop is located near Chico’s and Champs Sports. 

Visit Our New Stores
Apple Store
Banana Republic
Hollister
Islands Fine Burgers & Drinks
LALLA Grill
Lucky Brand Jeans
P.F. Chang’s China Bistro
Pottery Barn
Subway
White House | Black Market
Williams-Sonoma 

OVER 75 UNIQUE STORES AND RESTAURANTS
Highway 1 at Munras Avenue, Monterey • 831.373.2705 • www.shopdelmonte.com

THEY MAY be best known for sur-
reptitiously adorning Jo Mora’s statue
of Father Junipero Serra with poinset-
tias during the Christmas season (see
cover), but the people who make up the
Carmel Woods Neighborhood
Association work year-round to keep
their neighborhood north of Carmel’s
city limits beautiful. This spring, the
group will launch an adopt-a-corner
campaign to landscape and
take care of bedraggled inter-
sections.

“The philosophy is citizens
taking responsibility, rather
than relying on government,
because government is
stretched with costs and busi-
nesses are cutting expenses,”
explained association founder
Richard Warren. “So it’s com-
munity pride to enhance an
already beautiful area.”

Carmel Woods encompasses
more than 600 homes in a
hilly neighborhood bordered by
Pescadero Canyon, Highway 1
and the northern city limits of
Carmel-by-the-Sea. The
roughly 100 members of the
association pay $25 per year
— if they want to, according to
Warren — to help pay for mail-
ings, special projects and the
group’s annual holiday party.

“We’re going to focus this

Cover photo: Fr. Serra all
dressed up for the holidays

For Thanksgiving, the statue of Junipero Serra at the
north end of town was adorned with pumpkins.

year on touching a lot of people. We’ve
worked hard on community together-
ness and want to continue that,” he
said. “It’s come a long way in the last
15 years. It’s a beautiful bit of par-
adise.”

Anyone interested in joining can call
Warren at (831) 626-1516 or write to
the Carmel Woods Neighborhood
Association, P.O. Box 4032, Carmel,
CA 93921.
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Family
Owned & 
Operated

Since 1979

BeremanBereman
CARPETSCARPETS

Before the company comes ...
Before the tree goes up ...

BRAND NEW floors

Before the company comes ...
Before the tree goes up ...

BRAND NEW floors!

Family
Owned & 
Operated

Since 1979

Many top quality remnants
in stock and ready to go!

1070 Del Monte Ave., Monterey
One block north of Lake El Estero

(831) 373-7759

Dollars spent locally make the biggest difference,
not just touching the lives of retailers and their
employees, but everyone else who relies on the local

economy. And there’s no doubt you’ll find the ideal
gifts without breaking the bank.

Within its one square mile, Carmel offers dozens of
delightful and unique shops, so park the car for free at
Vista Lobos (the city lot at Torres and Third at the
north end of town), put on your walking shoes and
take a shopping stroll through the beautiful village in

a forest by the sea.

■ An uncommon scent

Ajne apothecary and parfumerie provides a tantaliz-
ing, tiny slice of France right in the middle of town,
and its founders live just down the road in Carmel
Valley. Jane Hendler and Rex Raumbach own one of
the world’s only 100 percent natural parfumeries and
have blended custom scents for the rich and famous,
as well as for those fortunate enough to discover the

A holiday visitor to Ocean Avenue is the Alzheimer asso-
ciation’s shop selling teddy bears made from donated
furs.

Continues next page

SLEEPWEAR
•

GIFT  C ARDS
•

C ANDLES
•

BATH ROBES

MISSION S TREET  BET WEEN 
OCEAN AVENUE & 7TH S TREET

C ARMEL -BY- THE -SEA
831.625.0599

OPEN DAILY
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picturesque shop on Ocean Avenue just
above Dolores Street. The capable staff
at Ajne also know how to find the per-
fect off-the-rack scent for anyone, and
the store offers lotions and other body
care products, as well as ambient aro-
matics to liven up (or soothe) any room.

“We’re one of only five natural per-
fume houses in the world,” said Kristi
Reimers, a longtime Carmel native who
works in the store but also handles sales
and seeks out national and internation-
al clients, mostly spas, to carry Ajne
products. (The first was the Four
Seasons in Maui which sought a scent

that would be fused throughout the
entire hotel.)

Most mass-produce perfume compa-
nies use artificial chemicals to repro-
duce scents, but Ajne’s come from nat-
ural sources, including the owners’
organic lavender field.

“We work with plant extracts,”
Reimers said. Ajne’s 250 essential oils
— “many more expensive than gold” —
contain no plant pollens, so people need
not worry about allergies.

While custom blending (such as the
scents made for celebrities) costs $300
to $1,500, “we’re really trying to pro-

At The Carmel Hat Company in Doud Arcade, manager Amy Felsing (left) not only
keeps track of an impressive inventory of hats, she also models them. Among the
offerings at Wittpenn’s Antiques on San Carlos Street (right) is a very handsome
stained-glass window.

From previous page

Continues next page

Alison’s - Avant Garden & Home - Mix Eclectic Home - Peridot Fine Art

Lyonshead Gallery - Lights of Rome - CV Artists’ League - Wild Heart Gallery

Tom Ewen Wood Working - Harmony Day Spa - Sunriver - Maya Textile Art

Parsonage Wines - Chateau Sinnet - Casa Del Soul - Tom O’Neal’s Gallery O

Valley Girls Gallery/CV Art Association - Village Artists Gallery - Joyce Vineyards

DECEMBER 13 • 10:30AM

50TH Anniversary of Santa’s Fly-In @ CV Airport 

Immediately following join the 
Village Merchants as we welcome in the Holiday!

Carolers, Refreshments and a 
GIANT SCAVENGER HUNT

Gather clues at participating businesses. The winner will receive a
GIFT BASKET compliments of participating Village Merchants!

Oh, and of course, Santa! 
For more info call 831.659.9899

711 Cannery Row C-4, Monterey, CA 93940
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Continues next page

Valley Village Self Storage, Inc.

Wishing 
All of You
Peace & 

Prosperity
in the

New Year!
Dodie Williams & Staff

15 Delfino Place, Carmel Valley, CA 93924
(831) 659-5322

First release of our Estate Pinot Noir - NOW AVAILABLE!

From previous page

mote our ready-to-wear fragrances and matching what
we have to people’s personalities,” Reimers said. The
price tags for those are $75 to $250, and Ajne offers
scents for women, men or both.

The process of buying perfume at Ajne is an expe-
rience in itself, and Reimers suggested gift certificates
so friends can enjoy the process as well as the result.
Reimers said scents can be matched with people even
over the phone, though in person is more fun. 

In the shop, a customer undergoes a short or long

analysis, by sitting down at a computer and answering
questions covering everything from where she would
most like to be and what sort of music she likes, to
what she draws while doodling and areas of life she
would like to improve. Scrutinizing the answers, an
Ajne employee selects scents which are the best fit.

“We like to say they smell like you, just better,”
Reimers said. “We truly enjoy customer service, some-
times spending an hour or more with someone to help
them find or create the perfect item for themselves or
a loved one.” 

Ajne Rare & Precious is located on the north side of
Ocean Avenue just east of Dolores Street. Store hours

are noon to 6 p.m. Wednesday through Friday, 11
a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday and noon to 5 p.m. Sunday.
On Mondays or Tuesdays, the staff might be blending
for a private client or working in the Fragrance Vault
beneath the showroom, and customers are advised to
call (831) 624-2100 x250.

■ Go SoLa

Monterey County’s abundant wineries produce
wonderful vintages, but one downtown store offers

At Southern Latitudes wine shop adjacent to the Pine
Inn, the offerings — and the decor — are from Australia,
New Zealand and other Southern Hemisphere nations.

American Galleries
NOW OPEN

AT OUR NEW LOCATION ON SAN CARLOS
ACROSS FROM THE HOG’S BREATH

American Galleries is the exclusive representative for California
artists Fabian Perez, Eric Christensen, and Shlomie Haziza.

Come view these beautiful new arrivals as well as our magnificent
new collection of original paintings, giclees and acrylic sculpture.

Fabian Perez

Eric Christensen

OPEN DAILY 10-6. FRI & SAT til 9. (831) 626-7800

During our Holiday Opening we are offering our
Bay Area neighbors a special consideration, so please
come browse our attractive new Carmel gallery soon.
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From previous page

One of Carmel’s cutest shops, A Great Place (left), on Dolores Street behind the Tuck Box, is also located in one of its quaintest
cottages (designed and built by Hugh Comstock). The store’s clever holiday gifts include a charming set of choir figures (right).

something completely different: whites, reds, pinks
and bubbles from the Southern Hemisphere countries
of Chile, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa and

Argentina. Not only are these wines interesting and
different, they’re often surprisingly affordable.

Opened four years ago by Annalisa Wood and Kerre
Dubinsky in a lovely, airy space next to the Pine Inn
on Lincoln Street, Southern Latitudes also offers
daily tasting and has a wine club for those who would

like to regularly explore Southern
Hemisphere wines, and Wood and
Dubinsky are happy to make gift sugges-
tions. Even their pup, Max, has his Beagle
Gift Pack.

The one thing they ask of customers,

especially when they spy the 15-year-old shop dog
reclining in his bed in the window: Do not sing, “How
Much is that Doggy in the Window?” (They’ve heard
it before.)

The pair travel Down Under once a year for a few
weeks to find new and interesting vintages to bring
back to Carmel, and they’ve tasted almost everything
the store carries. Prices range from $8 to $400, and
most of the bottles you won’t see on the shelf at the
grocery store. While the shop carries a lot of well
known varietals such as Sauvignon Blanc, Chenin
Blanc, Chardonnay, Cabernet Sauvignon, Shiraz

(known as Syrah in many other parts of the
world) and Malbec, some are made with
grapes less familiar to Americans: Pinotage,
Carmenere, Torrontes and sparkling
Shiraz.

To help folks shopping for others, they
ask pointed questions about the intended
recipient: What wines does the person like?
How much do you want to spend? And, in
case, you have no clue about the tastes of
the person, they recommend wines popular
with other customers.

Wood and Dubinsky also help customers
find the right wines to match their holiday
meals. A crisp, dry Riesling, for instance,
will pair well with foods with spice.

Southern Latitudes is open 11 a.m. to 7
p.m. daily except Tuesdays and is located on
Lincoln Street between Sixth and Ocean
avenues, across from Harrison Memorial
Library. For more information, call (831)
622-7652.

■ A treasure trove

Antique stores may be a familiar sight in
Carmel, but Wittpenn’s Antiques on San
Carlos Street is different. Owner Chip

See FINDS page 10GG

The Original
Backnobber® II

Deep Muscle
Therapy Tools!

Massage Chair

100

HT-135

Massage
Chairs

Choose Your 
Perfect Tempur-Pedic® Pillows
The ComfortPillow by Tempur-Pedic®

HEALTHY HOLIDAY GIFTS
ZERO-GRAVITY RECLINER

The zero-gravity
Perfect Chair®, with
its unique balance of
back support, seating
comfort, aesthetics
and architectural
design, delivers the 
optimum mode for 
neutral posture. 
Sit back, relax, and
the take the weight
off your back.

Office
Chairs

Inversion
Table

Neck Rest Pillow

ID Magazine on Winner
Freedom Design Review 2000

704 Broadway Ave.
Seaside

(831) 658-0178

NEW LOCATION!

Orthopedic
Pillows

Body Wrap

TEMPUR Advanced
Ergo System™

Back Supports
For Your 

Home Or Car



www.crossroadsshoppingvillage.com

WE HELP YOU LIVE IT!
Over 50 fine shops, restaurants and services

The Carmel Caroling Company will be 
performing throughout the Crossroads 

every Saturday 1 to 3 pm until Christmas

CARMEL
– IT’S A LIFESTYLE

LUGGAGE & TRAVEL ACCESSORIES

219 Crossroads Boulevard
Carmel

(831) 626-5545

PERSONAL FITNESS TRAINER, CERTIFIED AND DEGREED

An Individual Fitness Solution Designed to Enhance your Life

(831) 915-3317 • www.fitcarmel.com
Conveniently located at the Crossroads Shopping Village, Carmel

GIFT CERTIFICATE SPECIAL5 SESSIONS FOR THE PRICE OF 4

For the Holidays!

I can help you meet your definition!

Leslie Sweet
WITH FUNCTIONAL INTEGRATED TRAINING

What’s Your Definition of Fitness?
• Strength…

to carry out all your 
everyday tasks?

• Stamina…
to accomplish the activities you want 
and need to?

• Flexibility…
to move in all the directions 
your life takes you?

• Prevention…
of injuries and illness? 

• Energized and stress-free…
so you can enjoy life on your terms?

831.620.0288
139 Crossroads Boulevard, The Crossroads, Carmel

Gift Certificates Available

O
Salon

Holiday Open House
December 17 • 10:00-4:00

Refreshments
Complimentary Deep Conditioning with service

Styling Tips • Holiday UpDo’s
Kérastase Styling Products • Drawings

Luxury Hair Care Products
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110 Crossroads Blvd.
Carmel, CA 93923

(831) 626-4686
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www.crossroadsshoppingvillage.com

WE HELP YOU LIVE IT!
Over 50 fine shops, restaurants and services

The Carmel Caroling Company will be 
performing throughout the Crossroads 

every Saturday 1 to 3 pm until Christmas

CARMEL
– IT’S A LIFESTYLE Morgan Winery

is committed to making 
elegant, refined wines from
the finest Santa Lucia
Highlands and Monterey
vineyards. You’ll find precise
expressions of the grape
variety in all our wines, 
featuring Pinot Noir,
Chardonnay and Syrah.
We invite you to come by
our visitor center, Taste
Morgan, in the Crossroads
Shopping Village, Rio Road
at Highway One, Carmel to
sample and purchase our
fine wines and wine related
gifts and accessories.

TASTING ROOM & GIFTS 

In the Crossroads Shopping Village
204 Crossroads Blvd., Carmel

Phone 831.626.3700
www.morganwinery.com

Our vineyard, the Double L,

is located in the Santa Lucia

Highlands appellation of

Monterey. This organically

farmed ranch has 45 acres,

currently producing fine

Pinot Noir, Chardonnay and

Syrah wines. Morgan Winery

was founded in 1982 by

Dan and Donna Lee.

Grape Glassttoo

Open 7 Days a Week
11am-6pm

Featuring Morgan Winery and Lee Family Farm wines

Get Yourself 
Jet Set 
for the 

Hollidays
with new 
arrivals &
selected

markdowns

Hwy 1 & Rio Road ★ 625-5436 ★ Banquets 625-5437 ★ www.riogrill.com

Lunch for $8.95
Monday – Friday, 11:30am – 4pm

Dinner for $11.95
Sunday – Thursday, 4pm – Close

Take a break from holiday shopping and enjoy a Rio Grill
“classic” at a yesteryear price. Items change every day!

&

Our gift cards make the perfect present for anyone on your list!
They’re available in any amount and are accepted at
all of our restaurants: Rio Grill, Tarpy’s Roadhouse,

Montrio Bistro & Willy’s Smokehouse.

From an intimate cocktail party to a full scale feast, Rio Grill
will make your holiday party the highlight of the season.
Contact our Banquet Department for more information.

December 12, 2008 Carmel Pine Cone Gift Guide 9 GG
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Wittpenn said he doesn’t carry anything he wouldn’t
want to live with.

“We wanted to make our store charming,” he said,
like the town itself. “That’s the way I remember it
when I came to Carmel in the ’70s.”

Tucked into a split-level shop underneath La Dolce
Vita restaurant, Wittpenn’s is “off the golden triangle”
business center, and lower rent means lower prices for
antique gems, he said.

“It’s been overwhelming — a joy to have a business
at the Stonehouse Terrace,” said Wittpenn, who is
entering his fourth year as a Carmel antiques store
owner and just signed another three-year lease. “We
have many return customers, and many become really
good friends.”

Wittpenn says he acquires new (old) items almost
daily, as people bring him collectibles and rarities.
Artfully displayed silver, old books, pharmaceutical
bottles, furniture, jewelry, knives — hundreds of finds
too numerous to list — beg perusal. Wittpenn uses his
keen eye and a set of standards to decide what to buy
and sell.

“The item should possess high quality and distinc-
tion, and the mellowing of age and fascination that
accompany antiques,” he said. The treasures in his
store range from $20 to $15,000, and Wittpenn’s per-
sonal favorites include English wood and brass items;
antique guns, telescopes and barometers; and fine
Georgian furniture.

“We get to enjoy them for a little while before pass-
ing them on,” Wittpenn explained. “I buy every day,
get to practice my mandolin every day, see friends and
eat well.”

Wittpenn and his wife, Kathy, who works at
Safeway, own the store together. Carmel Valley resi-
dents since 1979 and married 31 years, the Wittpenns
have always enjoyed exploring flea markets and
antiques fairs, and had a booth together at the
Cannery Row Antique Mall. After that single booth
grew to four, they made the move to Carmel.

“If you’re buying something, you can almost always
count on the money catching up with the antiques,”
Wittpenn said. And then there are the jackpots: “I
make mistakes all the time, and people get great
deals.”

Wittpenn’s is open 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sundays and
10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. the rest of the week except
Wednesdays, when he takes a day off. If nothing else,
walk by and admire Wittpenn’s store windows.
Stonehouse Terrace is located on the west side of San
Carlos between Seventh and Eighth avenues, across
from the Coachman’s Inn. (831) 624-1336.

■ A great place

That’s what a delightful shop in a 70-plus-year-old
Dolores Street building designed by Hugh Comstock
is called, and the name says it all. Owned and run by

While choirs sang at Friday’s tree-lighting ceremony on
Ocean Avenue, Red Cross volunteers kept the cider flow-
ing (top), and Mrs. Claus comforted children waiting to
meet Santa Claus, including one very startled baby and
his nervous sister (bottom).

Continues next page

Look at all
this great stuff
I got right
around the 
corner ....

When you do your Christmas Shopping in
your own neighborhood, you give your town

— and yourself — a badly needed boost.

If you love Carmel and the 
Monterey Peninsula, that’s where you 

should spend your money!

Of course, here at The Pine Cone, 
we prefer you give your patronage 

to our advertisers. But if
you just can’t find what

you’re looking for
among the dozens 
of quality local 
businesses 
represented 
in these pages, 
then please find
another local 
business for 
your shopping.

Ignore the Internet! Forget about Wal-Mart!

This holiday season ...

Give your community a gift by shopping locally.

Downtown Carmel - The Crossroads - The Barnyard - Carmel Rancho - Mid-Valley - Carmel Valley
Village - Carmel Highlands - Big Sur - Pebble Beach - Pacific Grove - Monterey - Seaside - Sand City
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Mike Moulton and Laurence Chess
since May 2006, A Great Place was
founded more than a decade ago and
has grown to become a favorite for find-
ing something unusual. Staged in the
small home behind the Tuck Box, its
layout invites people to explore, picking
their way among the glass ornaments
hung on tiny trees in one corner, admir-
ing large clocks (many of which chime
every hour) displayed on a nearby wall
and venturing upstairs to examine
scarves and other delicate items hidden
in the nook. A door to the rear opens
onto a lovely garden, where heart-
shaped pavers lead people through the
ornaments, benches, statuary, colorful
mushrooms and other works of art
designed to enliven the outdoors. Even
those heart-shaped paving stones are for
sale.

“The store was well established as a
home and garden store when we pur-
chased it and,” Moulton said. “We defi-
nitely put our own mark on the store
but stayed true to the premise.”

Moulton regularly goes to a trade
show in Atlanta, where he spends up to
five days buying for the store and dis-
covering new artists.

“Larry also enjoys hitting the occa-
sional choice estate sale or auction, and
that’s how he finds so many of our vin-
tage pieces — the unique, special
antique pieces,” he added. “That’s his
niche.”

A Great Place sells interesting items
crafted by artists, not just from
throughout California, but from all over

Reminisce, Relive, Reuse…

Super Prices Before & After Christmas!

10-50% off Selected Merchandise
Saturday, December 20th — Sunday, January 11th!

Mon through Fri — 10:00 am - 5:30 pm
Sat 10:00 am - 6 pm • Sun 10:00 am - 5:00 pm

471 Wave Street, Monterey • (831) 655-0264 • Fax: (831) 655-0265 • www.canneryrowantiquemall.com

From previous page the country and beyond.
Moulton strives to create a comfort-

able, welcoming atmosphere in which
shoppers are invited to linger and can
get assistance when they need it but are
not overwhelmed by eager salespeople.

“Every person who comes through
our door, we try to make feel welcome,”
he said. “I think the first and best thing
you can do when someone comes
through the door is acknowledge them.”

While finding ideal gifts at A Great
Place is hardly a challenge, considering
its eclectic inventory and price range of
$3.50 for a yard sculpture or several
thousand dollars for an original oil
painting, Moulton helps people narrow
their choices by asking about the per-
son’s interests. He’ll even send cus-
tomers to other stores if his doesn’t
carry what they need.

“We always refer to other businesses
— we believe very strongly that is the
thing to do,” he said. “We all help each
other out.”

A Great Place is open daily from 10
a.m. until 5:30 p.m. Look for it on the
east side of Dolores just north of
Seventh, behind the Tuck Box restau-
rant.

■ Put a lid on it

If only the hat would come back to
the extent it was worn in the 1930s,
when a topper was as common a cloth-
ing item as a pair of shoes. Even if it
never does, The Carmel Hat Company
is one of the most fabulous stores in
town.

See GIVING page 15GG

1

N E V E R  O N  S U N D A Y MONDAY–SATURDAY 10:00 -5 :30
251 PEARL  STREET . ,  MONTEREY,  CA  831.372.1051

www.never -on - sunday . com

1. COZY UP with a warm, wonderful selection of lovely 

throws, bedspreads, covers and pillows from our new 

Home Décor Gallery. 2. ENTERTAIN THE COLD AWAY

with a stylish assortment of decanters and hi-ball glasses. 

3. CUDDLE UP with stars like Clint and enjoy other fi ne 

books of local interest. 4. LAUGH OUT LOUD with our 

wacky selection of off beat books and cards. 5. COMFORT 

YOURSELF with recipes from one of our many cook-

books, and don’t forget our cool dishware! 6. WARM UP

with a favorite beverage while curled up by the fi replace.

7. GET LUCKY on a regular basis! 8. BE DECADENT 

as you savor, bake with and serve 

chocolate galore! 9. GET 

COMFY in designer fl annel

PJs, robes and loungewear. 

10. AND OOOH SO MUCH MORE…

hurry in, while our warm winter survival supplies last! 

2

3

4

5 6

7

8

9

Survival Kit.

Your
Winter
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Special offerings make Holiday hospitality a snap
By SUSAN WATTS

S
ANTA CAN’T tighten his belt. He’s not
worried about a layoff, mortgage, or elf union
expenses. No matter where the Dow Jones

goes, he provides the same Ho Ho Ho’s per chimney
each year. And he’s coming to town this year with the
same festive spirit as always, despite any
troubles in the economy.

■ Small groups 
party at La Playa

In advance of Santa’s official visit, hotels,
wineries and galleries are stepping up to pro-
vide local residents and out-of-town guests
with the same, or better, Santa-like cheer.

“Special offerings will become very
important in the weeks and months to
come. Value is the watchword for any busi-
ness this coming year. And support of our
locals is critical, so we’ll be catering to our
neighbors, for sure,” said Tom Glidden,
General Manager of La Playa Hotel.

One good example of the hotel’s effort to
respond to the current economic conditions
is its offering of “Carmel’s Biggest Little
Christmas Party” Dec. 18. At this event,
many small businesses will be able to come
together in a more affordable way to cele-
brate the holidays, explained Glidden. 

Accommodating groups up to 12, La
Playa will be laying out the best stuff —
prime rib, champagne, salmon, live music
and more — all for $45 per person. For
more information, call (831) 624-8900 or
www.laplayahotel.com

■ Wineries’ special 
holiday offerings

With a soaring 20-foot Douglas Fir in the French-
inspired Great Hall, Chateau Julien Wine Estate on
Carmel Valley Road uncorks a beautiful setting for
holiday photos and complimentary wine tastings for

locals, seniors, and military through the end of
December. “We are fortunate that we have a varied
portfolio of wines and price points – ranging from $15
to $125 a bottle – so we can help customers choose
wines that best fit their budget for the holiday season,”

Carmel’s La Playa Hotel, long known for its stately elegance and incomparable gardens (above) is making it easier this year
for small businesses to afford a holiday dinner party.

Continues next page

North side of Ocean Avenue between San Carlos & Mission
Carmel-by-the-Sea

(831) 624-5621

Visit Our 

New Location
Please come by during our

Open House

December 12th - 15th  All Day, 10am - 6pm

MARKET & DELI
Bruno’s Famous Turducken
Black Angus Standing Rib Roasts

Filet Mignon Roast • Pork Crown Roasts

Spiral Cut Honey Hams • Goose • Duck • Game Hens

Fresh Ladino Turkeys • Rack of Lamb • Local Seafood

Local Farm Fresh Fruit & Vegetables

Expanded Selection of Fine Wines & Champagnes

Fresh Baked Pies, Cookies & Muffins

Holiday Gift Baskets & Party Trays • Gift Certificates • Fresh Cut Flowers

Bruno’s 624-3821 • Surf N Sand 624-1805
HOME DELIVERY • AMPLE FREE PARKING
At the Corner of 6th & Junipero • Carmel
OPEN CHRISTMAS DAY

Be sure to visit Surf N Sand 
for all of your Holiday Liquor & Fine Wines

LOWEST PRICES IN TOWN!
Greeting Cards • Gift Items • DVD Rentals & Sundries

• Fine Cigars • Books & Magazines • Party Ice

The Sanchez family and the staff thanks you for your patronage and 
wishes you and your family a Merry Christmas & Happy Holiday!
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says Kristin Horton, director of wine
estate marketing at Chateau Julien. The
winery is also offering special Vintner
Salon tastings, which cost $25 each —
but locals can purchase one reservation
and get the second one at no charge
through the end of December. Call
(831)624-2600 or go to www.chateau-
julien.com

■ Ringing in the holidays

Owner Tom Lee and winemaker
Gianni Abate of Morgan Winery will be
at their tasting room, Taste Morgan, in
the Crossroads Shopping Village, Dec.
13 to sign bottles, with the accompani-
ment of live music. For each case of
wine purchased, customers will receive
their choice of a hat or a map of the
Santa Lucia Highlands. Also, through
the end of December, Taste Morgan will
host “Library Sundays,” where older,
cellar wines will be available for tastings
and sale in limited quantities, along
with “Fromage Fridays,” where Morgan
wines will be paired with cheeses. Both
events require no reservation or addi-
tional tasting fees. See www.morgan-
winery.com or call (831)626-3700.

■ Galleries aid charities

“Biscotti and Biscuits ” is the theme
of holiday event at the artists’-owned-
and-operated Gallery North. 

“Biscotti is for people and biscuits
are for the dogs,” explains Barbara
Kreitman, award-winning artist and

spokeswoman for Gallery North, which
is located on Dolores between Fifth and
Sixth. Benefitting the Monterey Food
Bank, guests can donate $2 for a biscuit
or biscotti, and enter a raffle to win an
earth-inspired, hand-painted gourd by
Santa Cruz artist Liza Muhly Hunter.

Local artist Kevin Courter will sign
and give away posters of his work, titled,
“At Lands End, Point Lobos,” to people
who give to the toy drive, sponsored by
New Masters Gallery. Toy bins have
been placed throughout the peninsula to
collect toys for The Boys and Girl Club,
The Salvation Army, Kinship Center,
and Women’s Rape Crisis Center. New
Masters Gallery is located on Dolores
between Ocean and Seventh. www.new-
mastersgallery.com or (831)-625-1511

Also, shoppers can open their hearts
and wallets to benefit The Salvation
Army at D.E. Craghead Fine Art
Gallery’s open house Wednesday, Dec.
17, 4 – 7 p. m. This is the 21st year of
the annual event where toys, food and
donations will be collected. Ten percent
of all sales will also benefit The
Salvation Army, according to Don and
Jackie Craghead, owners of the gallery
that is located on Sixth between
Dolores & Lincoln. (831)-624-5054 or
www.cragheadgallery.com

Marine life artist Robert Wyland,
who has a gallery on Ocean Avenue
near Mission Street, achieved fame last
summer by being selected the official
artist for the 2008 Olympic Team. This
fall, the gallery is offering 49er tickets
with purchases. In addition, during
December, the gallery will donate 10
percent of sales to the Wyland
Foundation, which benefits the promo-

Students from Junipero Serra School added to the festivities at the tree-lighting cere-
mony, in their matching sweatshirts and Santa hats.

tion and protection of the world’s
oceans. Visit www.wylandgalleries.com
or call (831) 626-6225.

After the fires in Big Sur, the Gallery
at Ventana moved to the “Big Sur
Gallery” in the Carmel Rancho
Shopping Center, where it will hold an
open house with refreshments and have
artists at work each weekend during the

holidays, featuring jewelry, pottery,
glass, spa products, robes, clothing, and
in addition to paintings. www.bigsur-
gallery.net or (831) 624-1172.

Renowned fine-art master Toland
Sand will unveil his newest collection
Dec. 13, 5 - 8 p.m. at Gallery i Fine
Art on Ocean Avenue. RSVP  is
required to (831) 626-1617.
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DOWNTOWN SHOP owners are
allowed to adorn their windows, doors,
arches and trees with festive lights for
seven weeks each year.

That’s when the Carmel Municipal
Code Grinch steps aside, allowing a
temporary reprieve from the usual no-
lights rule — provided people stick to a
few simple rules:

■ “Lights are not permitted on trees
which have a trunk diameter of less than
3 inches, measured 4.5 feet above the
ground.”

■ “Lights must be hung in a manner
that will not damage a tree or other pub-
lic property. Nothing that will cause
holes in trees — such as nails, push-
pins or staples — may be used.”

■ “Lights shall be removed if, in

City OK’s lights (briefly)
opinion of the forest, parks and beach
director, they are damaging a tree.” 

■ “Tracer or flashing lights are not
permitted.”

■ “Only lights may be installed on
public trees. No other form of decora-
tion — such as ornaments, ribbons, tin-
sel, artificial snow or coloring — shall
be permitted.”

The city code also stipulates that any
store seeking permanent changes in
exterior lighting must apply for permis-
sion through the planning and building
department.

The good cheer must come to an end
on the second Wednesday in January
when, according to the city code, “all
holiday lighting must be removed from
businesses and from city-owned trees.”

Displays such as this are welcome in Carmel, but don’t leave them up too long!

Open The Door
To Renewed Spirit 
This Holiday Season

A Gift Card from the Sano Spa 
will fill anyone with Holidy Cheer.
And, each gift card purchase 
entitles you to a free gift of your own!
Gift Cards are available in any denomination

Locals only Winter Special
All 50 minute services: $89.00
Valid through May 2009

700 Munras Avenue, Monterey, CA 93940  |  P 831.372.1829
for more information, please visit sanospamonterey.com

Exit Hwy 1 one mile south of Ocean Ave. at Carmel Valley Rd; 
right on Carmel Rancho Blvd.;  right on Carmel Rancho Lane.

khaki’s . . . the best in men’s clothing
New Arrivals

dress trousers, dress shirts, leathers, sportcoats, jackets, sweaters

suit, sportcoat & jacket
SALE
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Mary and Chris San Marcon, who
live in Santa Cruz, opened the store 16
years ago and also design hats under the
label bearing their last name. The
diminutive store (less than 400 square
feet) in the Doud Arcade is packed tight
with all sorts of hats, from hand-woven
Panama hats from Ecuador, to soft hats
of recycled silk woven by monks, but
nothing goofy and no gag hats. Many
are made in the United States, with sev-
eral designs specially created for the
store, which even carries hard-to-find

XXL hats. Prices range from $10 to
$290.

Amy Felsing, the San Marcons’ only
employee, confessed to owning more
hats than she should — if such a thing
were possible.

“I think I got my first fedora when I
was a teenager,” she said. “I think hats
are so fun, because it’s one of the best
ways to completely change your look
without doing anything permanent.”

When Felsing hears someone com-
ment, “I already have a hat,” she’s
tempted to respond, “You don’t have
just one pair of shoes.”

Buying a hat as a gift is not as diffi-
cult as it might sound, according to

Felsing. “There are a few hats that come
in ‘one size fits most,’ and look good on
most people,” she said. “You could find
a nice gift for $20, and something real-
ly amazing for $30 or $40.”

Felsing is also adept at figuring out
which hat will be the best choice for a
gift, and inquires whether the person is
younger or older and when the hat
might be worn.

“If it’s something for work, you don’t
want to put them in a fur felt fedora,”
she explained. “As soon as I start asking
questions, the person starts to realize
what they like, what they want it for.”

She’s a “huge fan” of the soft Flex
cap that looks great on men and

women, is simple and comfortable, is
made just for the Carmel hat shop and
costs a mere $19.95. “And you can
never go wrong with a beret,” she added.

Shoppers seeking a one-of-a-kind
hat will likely stumble on a San Marcon
creation that fits the bill, and the wear-
able works of art are also very afford-
able.

The Carmel Hat Co., located in the
Doud Arcade accessible from Ocean
Avenue or San Carlos Street, is open
10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through
Saturday, and 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday. (831) 625-9510.

Be merry, be generous — and shop
locally to give gifts that keep on giving.

Stephen Moorer (at right in left photo) was master of ceremonies at the Carmel tree-lighting ceremony again this year. During a break, he shared a laugh with Bob Mulford.
While Mayor Sue McCloud (at left in right photo) waited for her chance to throw the switch, she was joined by city manager Rich Guillen and chamber of commerce CEO Monta
Potter. One young man’s hat (center) seemed to be inspired by Dr. Seuss.
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