
By KELLY NIX

A INSURANCE giant filed a lawsuit this week
against a sandwich shop destroyed in the massive fire on
Alvarado Street in downtown Monterey two years ago,
along with the destroyed building’s owner and several
other firms the suits claims contributed to the devastation
wrought by the blaze. 

State Farm Insurance Company also sued Star
Manufacturing International, the maker of a toaster oven
said to have started the fire, which originated in a
Quizno’s restaurant.

“Prior to the fire, the toaster oven malfunctioned, caus-
ing electricity to overheat and ignite nearby combustible
materials,” according to the lawsuits filed Feb. 6 in
Monterey County Superior Court.

Dramatic skies greet
Pro-Am’s celebrities

By MARY BROWNFIELD

A PIECE of high-tech equipment unlike any
other in Monterey County helped save the life of a
woman who collapsed at a downtown restaurant last
week. The AutoPulse rescue system — purchased for
Carmel Fire Department in December with part of an
unsolicited $25,302 grant from Fireman’s Fund and
Monterey Insurance Agencies — was installed on the
engine Jan. 30 and put into action four days later.

The patient, a Peninsula resident in her 80s, was
sitting outside the Forge in the Forest on Junipero
Street shortly before 3 p.m. Feb. 3 when she lost con-
sciousness, and her breathing and heartbeat stopped.
A bystander dialed 911.

Knowing what they were facing, the arriving crews
pulled the 35-pound AutoPulse off the engine and car-
ried it to the prone patient, according to Carmel
Regional Fire Ambulance paramedic David Jedinak.

A bystander had initiated CPR, and the ambulance
crew quickly took over, using a manual defibrillator to
shock the woman’s heart back into rhythm and estab-
lishing an airway to get oxygen to her lungs.
Meanwhile, firefighters moved the AutoPulse under-
neath the unconscious patient, wrapped its strap
around her chest and activated its automated compres-
sions.

The AutoPulse calculates the depth of the chest
wall and size of the person, and compresses the chest
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A seriously injured bald eagle is being treated at a Ryan
Ranch wildlife center. See the story on page 6A.
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Bald is beautiful!

CFD gadget 
has already
earned its keep

With storm clouds passing overhead and soggy greens under-
foot, first-round play in this year’s AT&T Pebble Beach National
Pro-Am was anything but routine. Above, Davis Love and his
caddie line up his putt on the First Hole at Pebble Beach. At
the end of the day, two little-known golfers, Dustin Johnson and
Robert Garrigus, shared the lead at seven-under par — with
Johnson scoring an eagle from 151 yards out on his very first
hole. Please see our special section for complete coverage.

Flanders debate
heats up again
■ EIR renews old controversy:
To sell or not to sell?

By MARY BROWNFIELD

THE HEARING was supposed to be about the adequacy
of the environmental impact report examining the sale of
Flanders Mansion, but advocates of keeping the old home
turned this week’s planning commission hearing into yet
another debate about its fate.

“The goal tonight is for the public to discuss the adequa-
cy of the document, not whether the city should sell or lease
Flanders Mansion,” cautioned planning and building services
manager Sean Conroy, adding that people will have ample
opportunity to testify when the disposition of the old man-
sion is considered by the forest, parks and beach commis-
sion, the historic resources board, the planning commission
and the city council. 

The EIR, revised after the nonprofit Flanders Foundation
successfully sued the city to stop the sale of the old house,
says leasing it out would have less of an impact than selling
it, but that selling it is also an option.

“The goal is to create a document that is accurate and use-
ful in making informed decisions about this project,” he said.

“We’re not here to have a vote whether we’re in favor of
selling, in favor of leasing or in favor of doing anything else
with Flanders Mansion,” added commission chairman Bill
Strid.

Nonetheless, many speakers could not resist the chance to
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ALVARADO STREET BLAZE: SUIT SEEKS TO PLACE BLAME
But the suit, which seek more than $1 million, also tar-

gets the owner of the building, several electrical contrac-
tors and others who State Farm contends in some capaci-
ty had ties to the Alvarado Street building, which was
totally destroyed.

The defendants include Saucito Land Company, Julie
Work-Beck, Avila Design and Owens Electric.

State Farm’s Emeryville attorney, David Demo, said
the suits were filed to reclaim the money — $1,078,000
— the insurance agency gave policy holders Carolyn
Harris, Anand Bokde and Joel Knight, whose businesses
were damaged by the blaze. 

Anand and Bokde were tenants of the building at 467
Alvarado Street, while Knight leased some offices

Pfeiffer park could be
closed for summer

By KELLY NIX

BECAUSE OF the state’s financial meltdown and its
freeze on funding infrastructure projects, Pfeiffer Big Sur
State Park won’t get its new bridge anytime soon, meaning
the campground and much of the park might not open to the
public this summer — or possibly well after that.

By CHRIS COUNTS

MORE THAN two years after it was acquired by the
California Department of Parks and Recreation, Pt. Lobos
Ranch — with its verdant hills and majestic pine forests
overlooking Pt. Lobos — has not been opened to hikers or
anybody else.

Pt. Lobos Ranch still
off-limits to public
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