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DreamsIn YourIn YourDreams

By KELLY NIX

DOES THE State of California owe
motorcyclist Adam Rogers millions of dol-
lars because he became disabled after strik-
ing a wild boar on a state highway his attor-
ney insists was dangerous? 

Or was it Rogers’ fault he hit the animal
because he was under the influence of alco-
hol?

Jurors in Monterey County Superior
Court began deliberations Wednesday to
determine who is responsible for the Sept.
23, 2003, crash on Highway 1, which left
Rogers, a married father of two, wheelchair-
bound and unable to care for himself.

$8 million sought
The three-week trial in Judge Robert

O’Farrell’s courtroom was the result of a
civil lawsuit filed by Rogers contending
state officials knew there was a major prob-
lem with wild boar crossing Highway 1 just
south of the Carmel River Bridge but did lit-
tle to prevent it.

Rogers wants California taxpayers to give
him $8 million.

“We have presented in this case over-
whelming evidence,” Rogers’ attorney,
Larry Biegel, told jurors, “This is not a friv-
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■ Burned hillsides burst into
bloom, but ‘Forest Closure’
signs bar access to parks

By CHRIS COUNTS

BIG SUR’S steep hillsides — charred
black and stripped bare of vegetation by last
year’s wildfires — are now awash with a daz-
zling springtime display of poppies, lupine
and shooting stars.

Unfortunately, the areas where the flow-
ers are blooming the brightest are off-limits
as a result of fire damage.

To “provide for public safety and protect
natural resources,” the U.S. Forest Service
closed the burned areas of the northern sec-
tion of Los Padres National Forest Nov. 25,
2008. The order is in effect until June 1, and
it is unlikely the federal agency will lift the
closure, much to the chagrin of wildflower
enthusiasts, who see a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity going to waste.

“I think it’s safe to say that nobody who’s
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Council gets first look at Monterey fire contract
By MARY BROWNFIELD

FIRE OFFICIALS and the mayor of
Monterey lined up Wednesday afternoon
to convince the Carmel City Council to
hire Monterey to run its fire department,
but members hesitated to embrace the plan
without knowing exactly how to pay for it.

At the special meeting, which city
administrator Rich Guillen described as a
“workshop,” police chief George Rawson
described two options: The city can hire a
fire chief, assistant chief, supervisors and
fire marshal to run its own fire depart-
ment, or it can have Monterey take over. 

The current setup of contracting with
Monterey just for chief services can’t and
won’t continue, he warned.

“That began because the city needed
urgent support,” confirmed Fred Cohn,
assistant city manager for Monterey. “We did
that to be a good neighbor, but also because
this collaboration was in the works and we
hoped it would be fruitful.”

During the current fiscal year, Carmel is
spending $1.4 million on its own fire depart-
ment. But after adding the staff Rawson said
it must, the stand-alone department would
cost $2,723,000 in 2009/2010 and
$2,766,000 the following year. 

The City of Monterey contract would
cost $2,076,000 in 2009/2010 and
$2,635,000 in 2010/2011, Rawson esti-
mated.

At the end of each year, accountants
would scrutinize actual costs to ensure
Carmel taxpayers aren’t footing the bill
for items and services they didn’t receive,
according to Rawson.

“I realize this is a challenging decision,
because we’re talking about a great
amount of money,” he said.

Under the contract, Carmel firefighters

See FIRE page 8A

PEBBLE BEACH resident Tom
Pollacci pleaded not guilty in a Salinas
courtroom Tuesday to three felony
counts stem-
ming from the
April 2008
a l l e g e d
forcible rape of
an unconscious
woman who
was too dis-
abled to give
consent.

P o l l a c c i
r e p o r t e d l y
dropped the
woman off at
C o m m u n i t y
Hospital of the
M o n t e r e y
Peninsula with a head injury in the early
morning hours of April 21, 2008, after
which Pacific Grove police tracked him
down and interviewed him, contacted the
alleged victim and had forensic techni-
cians search the family business, Ron’s
Liquors on Lighthouse Avenue, where he 

Tom Pollacci’s most
recent mug shot

District leans toward upping class sizes, transferring students
■ But changing River School
boundaries still an option

By MARY BROWNFIELD

LOOSENING RESTRICTIONS on
class sizes and figuring out which transfer
students would have to find other schools are
the best means of dealing with rising enroll-
ment at Carmel River School, at least in the
short term, Carmel Unified School District
superintendent Marvin Biasotti said at a
meeting Tuesday night.

He also said there’s still the possibility of
adjusting the school’s boundaries — though
that idea met with fierce opposition from
parents who might have to send their kids to
a different school.

While moving boundaries and eliminat-

ing transfers altogether are far from ideal, he
warned, no options are off the table until the
problem is solved. Faced with state-imposed
class-size limits and an inability to build
classrooms to accommodate more students,
district officials have been contemplating
their options.

At the March 24 meeting at River School,
Biasotti brought the board of education, par-
ents and teachers up to speed on his office’s
research into the issue, including briefly
revisiting the possibility of taking some
neighborhoods on the east side of Highway 1
and reassigning the kids there to Tularcitos
School in Carmel Valley.

But even relatively minor changes in dis-
tricts, “almost always trigger an emotional
response, and that’s for really good reason,
because students and families get connected
to their schools,” Biasotti said. “We would

only recommend that if there were no other
viable options, and I believe there are other
viable options.”

Outside the boundaries
At least 25 River School students live out-

side the school’s assigned neighborhoods but
are allowed to attend because their parents
work for CUSD, or because their parents or
school administrators requested they be sent
there. 

Those transfers could be undone, Biasotti
said.

He also said space for students at River
School could be increased by turning science
or music classrooms into regular classrooms,
but that would greatly diminish the quality of
education in those subjects. Turning the day-
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Just a few months ago, Big Sur’s steep hills resembled a moonscape as a result of damage suffered
during last summer’s fires. Today, they are covered with a spectacular bloom of wildflowers.


