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By KELLY NIX

THE ATTORNEY for a motorcyclist who was awarded
$8.6 million last week because he became disabled after hit-
ting a wild boar on Highway 1 praised the jurors in the case
for being “smart,” while others have called the jury’s deci-
sion “ridiculous.”

Following a three-week trial in Monterey County
Superior Court, the jury decided taxpayers should pay Adam
Rogers because the state did not do anything to
prevent wild boars from crossing Highway 1.
The decision was announced in Judge Robert
O’Farrell’s courtroom March 27.

During the trial, attorneys for the California
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From the safety of a blind, a field assistant at the Hastings Natural History
Reserve in Carmel Valley recently captured this rare photo of a wild pig.
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Caltrans may appeal $8.6M verdict in boar trial
Department of Transportation argued Rogers was at fault
because tests showed he was under the influence of alcohol
when he struck the wild animal.

But nine of 12 jurors determined it wasn’t Rogers’ fault he
collided with the boar about midnight on Sept. 23, 2003;
rather, it was the state’s fault for creating a “dangerous con-
dition” on Highway 1.

Is it possible to keep
wild pigs off the roads?

By CHRIS COUNTS

HOME TO a thriving population of wild
pigs, Monterey County is a veritable hog heav-
en. But after a jury awarded an intoxicated
Monterey Peninsula man more than $8 million
last week as compensation for injuries he suf-
fered after crashing his motorcycle into a wild
pig on Highway 1 in 2003, land managers and
government officials will no doubt be seeking

Consultant: Flanders
sale is only option
■ City schedules four public hearings 
on the mansion’s fate

By MARY BROWNFIELD

AFTER MORE than 20 years of debate, numerous pub-
lic hearings and an expensive lawsuit, a financial consultant
has determined selling Flanders Mansion makes the most
financial sense. 

The San Francisco firm of CB Richard Ellis also con-
cluded selling the historic home for a nonresidential use has
“remote economic feasibility.” But leasing it is not a viable
alternative, according to a report given to the Carmel City
Council last week.

The study, which is costing taxpayers more than $45,000,
dovetails with an environmental impact report evaluating the
city’s proposal to sell the old house it bought in 1973. The
effort to unload it has been under way for years and was
stymied by a successful lawsuit filed by the nonprofit
Flanders Foundation on the grounds the sale would violate
environmental and other laws.

The new analyses are part of the city’s efforts to comply
with the judge’s ruling and move forward with disposing of
the mansion, which has not been put to public use since its
acquisition. The reports will be discussed during separate
public meetings of the historic resources board, forest and
beach commission, planning commission and city council
this month.

The council wants to get rid of the mansion because it’s
expensive to maintain, needs extensive restoration and has
never been used by the public. But the city also wants it pre-
served as an historic resource. In addition, the surrounding
parkland and neighborhood should be protected as much as
possible.

Mayoral candidate
found in filthy RV

PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

DOGMAN MCBILL — who drew substantial sup-
port from voters when he ran for mayor in 2006 and
2008 after years of living in a purple bus with a bunch
of pit bills — was hospitalized last week after police
found him intoxicated and in squalid conditions in an
RV parked on Junipero Street.

According to a March 26 police report, McBill was
drunk and attempting to take prescription drugs.

“The subject did not appear able to care for himself,”
according to the report, and McBill “voluntarily com-
mitted himself for evaluation” at Community Hospital
of the Monterey Peninsula. He was taken there by
ambulance.

In the meantime, inspection of the RV revealed it
was uninhabitable, according to the police report. 

“There were multiple bags of trash and garbage
strewn about the RV, and a bucket filled with what
appeared to be urine and fecal matter,” the officer
wrote. “There were no signs of food or drinking water
in the RV. The subject also had a dog that had direct
access to the bucket of human waste.”

McBill, who was last seen at a city council meeting
in March, ran for mayor twice, losing to incumbent Sue
McCloud both times. In 2006, McBill received 335
votes, compared with McCloud’s 952. Two years later,
312 people voted for McBill, and 926 chose McCloud.

Board delivers blow to fake grass, saves duck
By MARY BROWNFIELD

A HOMEOWNER who installed windows and an
arbor without permission was admonished by the Carmel
Design Review Board last Thursday, though he was
allowed to keep them. When it came to the artificial turf he
hoped to lay in his backyard, however, the board ruled
against him.

Donald Rose was called before the board March 26
after his neighbors, David and Debbie Hutchings, com-
plained that he added two windows to a ground-floor stor-
age area and built a backyard arbor without permits. The
Hutchings accused Rose of turning the storage space —
originally intended as a wine cellar, according to earlier

permits — into living space.
“Does it make sense that the Roses would have put in

such high-quality workmanship and spent as much money
as they did ... if their intended purpose for this largest
basement room was to be a ‘wine cellar’ or ‘dry storage
room?’ Of course not,” David Hutchings wrote in one of
his complaint letters to the planning department. He
accused his neighbors of deliberate deception and trying
to “fly under the radar of the city.”

Hutchings also said the Roses ripped out a healthy
lawn in favor of artificial turf. Because the code doesn’t
specifically allow fake grass, he argued, his neighbors
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DA: ACCUSED RAPIST MAY HAVE MANY MORE VICTIMS

■ Pollacci remains free on bail 
but is confined at home

PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

ACCUSED RAPIST Tom Pollacci will remain free on
$300,000 bail, Monterey County Superior Court Judge
Russell Scott decided at a hearing Thursday, but Pollacci
must stay in his Pebble Beach home except when conferring
with his attorneys or appearing in court. Deputy district attor-
ney Cristina Johnson had asked the judge to up the bail to $1
million, citing public safety issues.

Since Pollacci’s arrest in early March hit the media,
Johnson said, she had heard from new victims every day. “I
received reports from eight different agencies, and calls from
women who had been victims themselves or pointed to other
women who had been victims,” she said. 

Combing through reports and documents spanning from

1980 to 2004, she listed 10 separate incidents with 10 sepa-
rate victims in her filing for the bail increase, and said she
could have included more. She also said Pollacci used false
names on several occasions, intending to deceive the women.

“You can see how his technique has evolved over the
years, and he has perfected the crime of rape,” she said. “He’s
gotten to be good at it,” and has no reason to stop.

Regarding the numerous letters of support friends and
family wrote in defense of Pollacci, she pointed to one that
came from a woman who said she had known Pollacci for
two decades and not found him to be violent.

But years ago after Pollacci was convicted of another
crime, “this same woman spoke to the probation department
and said he was very aggressive with her — that he doesn’t
take, ‘No,’ for an answer,” Johnson said. The woman report-
ed he broke into her apartment three times and had forced


