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It was a rough week for automobiles in the
Monterey Peninsula. A mudslide in Big Sur
Tuesday evening almost buried a vehicle
as it pushed the car toward a creek (upper
left). A huge Monterey pine crashed to
earth in Carmel Friday morning, crushing a
Subaru (above) moments after its owner left
the vehicle. And a Lexus careened through
a Carmel Valley shopping center April 2,
coming to a halt between two concrete pil-
lars (left)

And you thought Detroit had problems ...

By MARY BROWNFIELD

MOMENTS AFTER Lopez Avenue resident Peter
Murray stepped from his Subaru Friday morning, a gigan-
tic Monterey pine smashed it to smithereens. The towering
tree, which the Carmel forester said had rotten roots mak-

Carmel man spared but
car crushed by old pine

Heavens open up, mud
closes Big Sur highway

By CHRIS COUNTS

A SPRING storm packing a mighty punch caused a
mudslide at Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park Tuesday that closed
Highway 1 for more than 17 hours.

“They’ve been predicting stuff like this all winter,” said

Pebble Beach event draws top chefs from around the nation
By MARY BROWNFIELD

THE SECOND Pebble Beach Food & Wine, slated for
April 16-19, is drawing top chefs from across the country,

wineries from all over the globe and attendees from far and
wide — making it one of the premier culinary events in the
United States. But cofounder Robert Weakley really wants
the people who live here to show up.

“I don’t think the locals realize what they have in their

backyard,” he said last week. What that is, exactly, is four
days of receptions, lunches, dinners, wine seminars, cooking
demonstrations, lavish food-and-wine tastings, and even a

KRML clears out 
of downtown studio
■ Bank solicits buyers as owner 
files for bankruptcy

By MARY BROWNFIELD

KRML RADIO — which had been broadcasting jazz
from downtown Carmel since 2004 — abruptly moved out
of the Eastwood Building on San Carlos Street this week.

The AM station is for sale for $1.5 million, and five
separate groups, including one in town, are interested in
buying it, according to Monterey County Bank President
and CEO Charles Chrietzberg. The bank loaned money to
station owner David Kimball and is assisting in the sale in
order to be repaid.

An adjacent retail store, the Jazz & Blues Co., was
under the same ownership and also closed, with its mer-
chandise and fixtures suddenly removed from the premis-
es at the beginning of the week.

“We were pursuing collection on our loan with
Kimball, and he said he was going to file for bankruptcy,”
Chrietzberg said. “He didn’t want that to affect the station,
so he asked us to work with him.”
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Flames erupted from the window of an upstairs office that
caught fire on Sixth Avenue Friday morning.

Burning massage table
blamed for office fire

By MARY BROWNFIELD

AN UPSTAIRS office in a downtown Carmel build-
ing erupted in fire Friday morning, but crews managed to
keep the flames from spreading to the rest of the second-
floor businesses and downstairs art galleries. Bedding
ignited by a heater appears to have been the cause, accord-
ing to a fire investigator.

Someone at work in another office dialed 911 just after

NTSB: C.V. LAWYER AT FAULT FOR PLANE CRASH
By KELLY NIX

PILOT ERROR, not mechanical problems, is being
blamed for a November 2008 plane crash in Monterey
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involving a Carmel Valley attorney and his passenger, who was
seriously injured, according to a new report. 

On Nov. 25, attorney Zan Henson was piloting a 1970 Piper
returning from Mexico when the plane stalled, clipped an oak
tree and crashed in the parking lot of the Monterey Pines Golf
Course.

Henson’s passenger, Aptos attorney Jim Rummonds,
received three broken vertebrae, four cracked ribs, a collapsed
lung and a concussion in the crash. Henson suffered two cracked
vertebrae and a broken rib.

While Henson told The Pine Cone days after the accident he
believed a leak in one of the plane’s 25-gallon fuel tanks had
caused the engine to stall, the National Transportation Safety
Board in a March 23 report concluded the crash was a result of
pilot error.

The probable cause of the accident was “the pilot’s inade-
quate fuel system management and inflight planning that led to
a loss of engine power due to fuel exhaustion,” the NTSB said.

By KELLY NIX

AN ATTORNEY for Caltrans said this week the
agency will probably file an appeal of a jury’s $8.6 mil-
lion award to a motorcyclist who was seriously injured
when he hit a wild boar on Highway 1. But an attorney
for the other side says the appeal could cost state tax-

Attorney in boar trial 
warns of accruing interest 
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