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Council puts off
Flanders decision
■ Preservationists apparently 
want delay in public vote

By MARY BROWNFIELD

AFTER HEARING two hours of public comment
Tuesday — including complaints that limiting speakers to
three minutes each was unfair and 24 hours didn’t provide
adequate time to review the 120-plus-page report — the
Carmel City Council decided Tuesday to delay further dis-
cussion of the fate of Flanders Mansion. The April 28 meet-
ing was the first step in
putting the question of selling
the historic house in Mission
Trail park to a public vote.

The council had been
poised to decide on certifying
the environmental impact
report, adopting conditions of
sale and a plan for offsetting
its environmental impacts,
deciding to pursue the sale of
the property and setting a date
“for hearing of protests against the sale of public park land,”
as required by law. Now, council members are tentatively
scheduled to take the matter up at a special meeting during
the week of May 11, and written comments from the public
are due in city hall by close of business May 4.

In the report he compiled for the meeting, planner Brian
Roseth said the forest and beach commission, the historic
resources board and the planning commission all recom-
mended the city council certify the EIR as adequate and
move ahead with the process. And an independent economic
analysis concluded selling the mansion for use as a private

By CHRIS COUNTS

IN THE topsy-turvy world of
Carmel River Lagoon sandbar man-
agement, one agency aims to keep
the lagoon from overflowing, while
another strives to keep it full.

When the California Coastal
Commission meets in San
Francisco Thursday, May 7, the
watchdog agency will consider an
application by California State
Parks to increase the water level in
the lagoon by building up the sand
berm that stops the surface flow of
Carmel River water to the sea in late
spring.

In contrast, the Monterey
County Public Works Department
applies every winter for an emer-
gency permit to cut the sandbar to
relieve pressure in the lagoon,
which swells with water after it
rains and threatens nearby homes
with flooding. The work typically
occurs in December or January.

But by the middle of spring, it’s
unlikely the lagoon could threaten
the homes adjacent to the lagoon., and that’s when state
parks wants to rebuild the berm.

“The sole purpose of the project is to enhance fish and
wildlife habitat,” explained Ken Gray, state parks planner.
“We’ll have more freshwater and less saltwater in the
lagoon. It’s good for steelhead to have freshwater in the
summer. Hopefully, more will survive.”

The Carmel River’s steelhead trout are classified by the
federal government as a threatened species, although they
are very plentiful around the world.

According to Gray, the work on the berm will begin

By KELLY NIX

NO LONGER will it be an embarrassment for Pacific
Grove High School to host football games, soccer matches and
other sporting events.

That’s because, in two weeks, the school will have a new $7
million athletic stadium to replace the dilapidated one in use
since the 1930s.

“The new stadium is going to be quite a facility,” said P.G.
Unified School District assistant superinten-
dent Robin Blakley.

The stadium, under construction since June
2008, will be completed May 15 and dedicated
May 30. This week, construction crews were
installing a rubberized track to replace the old
dirt one.

The stadium features upgraded aluminum
bleachers, synthetic grass field, snack bar,
scoreboard, field house and wheelchair access.
It also features an upgraded parking lot and
walkway to the field. 

And Blakley said graduation ceremonies
for the PGHS class of 2009 will be conducted
at the new stadium June 5. 

The stadium was paid for by taxpayers
through a $42 million bond made possible
through Measure D, which voters approved in
June 2006 to renovate P.G. schools. 

“We have had a lot of community support,”
Blakley said. 

The athletic field was designed to host foot-

P.G. High’s new stadium nearly complete

State seeks to rebuild lagoon sandbar
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In an effort to keep more water in the Carmel River Lagoon during the dry months
and improve steelhead habitat, state parks is asking the California Coastal
Commission for permission to close the channel (above) that drains the lagoon. 

each year in April, May or June — depending upon how
high the water level is.

“We want to keep water in the lagoon while the river is
still flowing, but has been reduced to just a trickle,” he
explained. “Then, we’ll bring heavy equipment on the
beach to raise the beach berm so the lagoon will fill.”

Despite the use of bulldozers, Gray said the project will
hardly leave a mark on the landscape. “There is nothing
permanent about our work,” he explained. “Waves will
reshape the beach in the fall and winter. Sand movement
will obliterate any trace of our bulldozers.”

ball, soccer, track and field, lacrosse and other events. It
will also be open — on a reservation basis — for the
community to use for various events.

“It is intended to be a community resource, not just a
school resource,” he said. 

Blakley said the project is on time, but there were
some unexpected costs that amounted to about $160,000.
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The field has been in place several months, and now the grandstands, snack
bar, field house and running track are also nearly ready for use.
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Legal bills 
continue to
mount, with 
no end 
in sight

Hikers celebrate as 
feds open Big Sur trails

By CHRIS COUNTS

THE FIRST day of May has long inspired celebra-
tions marking the renewal of spring, and with a dazzling
display of wildflowers in full bloom, it seems only
appropriate that the U.S. Forest Service has chosen May
Day to open up most of the northern section of Los

Pfeiffer bridge on its
way from Alabama

By KELLY NIX

JUST IN time for the busy summer tourist season,
officials with the California Department of Parks and
Recreation purchased a $400,000 temporary bridge
from an Alabama company and expect to have it
installed at the entrance to Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park
by the end of May.

The temporary one-lane bridge will replace the


