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By MARY BROWNFIELD

WHEN CARMEL building offi-
cial John Hanson heads to Afghanistan
in July on another mission as a member
of the U.S. Army National Guard, he’ll
be uniformed and carrying a gun, but
construction and agriculture will be on
his mind.

As the noncommissioned officer in
charge of California’s first National
Guard agribusiness development team,
Hanson will lead a group of agricultur-
ists, soil experts, animal-husbandry
specialists and agronomists — all
National Guard members — into rural
areas along the Afghanistan-Pakistan
border. Capitalizing on their skills and
his own 25-year background in con-
struction, the team will identify key
infrastructure projects and other work
to help the residents improve their local
economies and quality of life — and
get out from underneath the Taliban —
according to Hanson.

“It will be a team of about 15, and
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After installing 990 solar panels, Post Ranch Inn now claims to have the
largest solar system of any California hotel. The system is designed to pro-
duce 400,000 kilowatt hours of electricity a year. See story on 6A.
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Carmel building official John Hanson, shown here during a National Guard mission
in Iraq in 2004, is heading to Afghanistan in July to help villagers help themselves.
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Eucalyptus trees — tall weeds or part of C.V. history?
By CHRIS COUNTS

IF EUCALYPTUS trees are really the overgrown weeds
some say they are, then Carmel Valley residents must have a
great affection for overgrown weeds.

The public comment period ended this week for a plan to
remove 23 eucalyptus trees along Boronda Road in Carmel
Valley, and from the responses received by Monterey County
Public Works, it’s clear there is overwhelming support to
leave the trees where they are.

“About 95 percent of those responding with comments
were opposed to the removal project,” reported Yazdan
Emrani, who took over as the new director of public works in
December. 

Building official takes his skills to Afghanistan

Motherless baby owl gets second chance at SPCA
By CHRIS COUNTS

LIKE A caterpillar that gives no hint of its
coming adulthood as a beautiful butterfly, a baby
barn owl at the SPCA for Monterey County looks
nothing like the majestic creature it will become.

“It takes a mother to love that face,” SPCA
spokesperson Beth Brookhouser said.

The owl, which is only about 4 weeks old, was
recently discovered on the outskirts of Castroville.
Weighing just 280 grams — or about three-fifths
of an ounce — the young bird was relocated to the
SPCA at Ryan Ranch after wildlife rescue workers
were unable to find either its mother or its nest.

SPCA staffers have been unable to determine
the young bird’s gender, and also haven’t figured
out how it got lost.

“It could have been stormy weather or high
winds,” Brookhouser suggested. “It’s hard to know
what happened.”

“He was thin and dehydrated,” reported
Rosanna Leighton, the supervisor of the SPCA’s
wildlife center. “He definitely needed some care.”

INN’S ELECTRIFYING AMBITIONS

By CHRIS COUNTS

THE CALIFORNIA Coastal Commission this week unani-
mously approved a plan by California State Parks to manage the
water level in the Carmel River Lagoon by creating a sandy berm
that would close the flow of water to the sea in the late spring. State
parks also received permission to create a high elevation outlet
channel along the beach.

“It should be a very interesting experiment,” said 5th District
Supervisor and coastal commissioner Dave Potter. “I’m glad to see
all the agencies willing to give it a go.”

Each winter, Monterey County Public Works Department
applies for an emergency permit to cut a channel in the sandbar to

‘TENACIOUS’ DEVELOPER

TAKES LEAD ON HOSPITAL

CONDOMINIUM PROJECT

■ EIR under review by neighbors

By CHRIS COUNTS

ON ITS website, a Syracuse, N.Y., development com-
pany proudly displays its motto: “It’s not easy, but we
never quit.” 

The Widewaters Group is going to need plenty of
tenacity and staying power to build a 46-unit condomini-
um project on the site of the former Carmel Convalescent
Hospital, because neighborhood opposition to the project
seems to be as strong as ever.

“This is an urban development in a quiet residential
area,” argued Myrna Hampton, a steering committee
member of the Save Our Carmel Neighborhoods
Coalition. “It would change our neighborhood dramatical-
ly.”

“Carmel is not supposed to have a big development like
this,” said Joan Peak. “It just does not fit in.”

Three years ago, Robert Leidig proposed converting
the former hospital just off Highway 1 at Valley Way into
condos. He is now out of the picture and the landowners

Dismissal sought in Mandurrago lawsuit
By MARY BROWNFIELD

THE CITY of Carmel has asked a Monterey
County Superior Court judge to throw out a lawsuit
filed by developer John Mandurrago, who wants per-
mission to tear down an old bank building downtown. 

Mandurrago filed the complaint in February, argu-
ing the city illegally delayed issuing permits during a
multiyear planning process, violating his constitutional
rights and the law. He is seeking general and punitive
damages, along with approval of permits to demolish
the former bank building at Dolores and Seventh to
make way for condos, stores and an underground park-
ing garage.

In more than 50 pages of documents filed in late
April, attorney Richard Harray, who is representing
Carmel because city attorney Don Freeman has an
office too close to the disputed property, outlined the
reasons the judge should dismiss the suit. 

According to Harray, the matter has no place in
court, because the city never denied Mandurrago’s per-
mits, even though the project has been debated, updated,
analyzed and scrutinized since he first brought the idea
to city hall almost eight years ago.

“Petitioners started the permit process in September
2001, and the process with the planning commission

See TREES page 27A

Thin and dehydrated when it was found, an orphaned baby
owl is quickly putting on weight, thanks to a steady diet of bite-
sized portions of mouse meat.


