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Bill Bates in The Pine Cone newsroom in 1999, when he
was nominated for a Pulitzer Prize.
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Matthew Holliman takes a photo of magnificent Pico Blanco
while hiking along the reopened East Molera Trail in Big Sur.
See story page 7A. 
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Bill Bates succumbs after long illness
By KELLY NIX

BILL BATES, Carmel-by-the-Sea’s unofficial artist in
residence, died Thursday morning after a lengthy stay in
the hospital following a heart attack last summer. He was
79.

Bates’ wife, Lei Lei, was with him when he passed away
at Kindred Hospital in San Leandro about 5:45 a.m. 

“To the last day, he was still fighting,” Lei Lei Bates
told The Pine Cone.

Bates, whose cartoons, books, and ubiquitously sunny
outlook made him a beloved character in Carmel for more
than three decades, had a heart attack July 1, 2008, while
preparing to open his first art gallery. 

While recovering from the heart attack at Community
Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula, he developed a debili-
tating staphylococcus infection in his chest which kept him
bedridden and frequently comatose, and launched him on a
touch-and-go, 10-month-long odyssey to five different
hospitals.

At times, Bates’ health showed signs of improvement,
but they were always followed by setbacks. 

Ultimately, Lei Lei said it was complications from the
staph infection that caught up with him. 

“His organs failed because of the long time he was in
the hospital,” she said. “He had heart failure and his kid-
neys weren’t functioning too well. And his lungs were not
working too well.” 

“We’ve known for weeks this was coming, but it’s still a
jolt,” said a friend, David Loye, who helped raise money to
support Bates’ family 

Despite his lengthy healthcare ordeal, his wife said
Bates was the same man until the end, using his eyes to
communicate when he wasn’t able to speak.

“He was still as humorous as before,” she said. “All the
nurses and doctors loved him. He was just a very fun per-
son.”

Lei Lei said her husband received hundreds of cards

Sierra Club asks
state to restrict 
Peninsula’s water
■ Rationing possible to protect fish

By KELLY NIX

CITING RECORD-LOW steelhead trout populations in
the Carmel River, the Sierra Club is asking the State Water
Resources Control Board to order an immediate 25 percent
reduction in water use by residents of the Monterey
Peninsula.

Larry Silver, the Sierra Club’s Mill Valley-based attorney
who filed the requested cease and desist order with the state
water board, said Monterey Peninsula residents will probably
need to ration water to comply. 

“Basically, there are going to have to be some sacrifices
made in light of the status of the steelhead,” Silver told The
Pine Cone.

Woman pens tribute to
town’s World War II heroes

By MARY BROWNFIELD

CARMELITE DIANE Hanger was just 9 when her broth-
er, Carlyle Lewis, died in a bomber crash in a Colombian jun-
gle during World War II. He was the second soldier from
Carmel to lose his life in the war, and another 18 would follow.
Their names are immortalized on a granite boulder installed in
Devendorf Park after the city lost its first solder, RAF pilot
Gordon Bain, in 1942, and their sacrifices will be remembered
in a Memorial Day ceremony at the park Monday. 

This year’s gathering will be particularly poignant for
Hanger, who spent nearly two months researching, learning
about and chronicling the stories of each man listed on the
stone. In their honor, she wrote, “Carmel’s Heroes:
Remembering the Town’s WWII Casualties,” and is printing
100 copies to distribute for free at the Memorial Day event.
(The entire text is also available on The Carmel Pine Cone’s
website, www.carmelpinecone.com.)

“I’ve wanted to do this project for several years,” Hanger
said this week, adding that an article she read about Bain nine
years ago provided more impetus. 

See TRIBUTE page 28A
See ART page 15A

Green building rules
may be added to permits

See WATER page 11A

See RULES page 7A

See BATES page 31A

By MARY BROWNFIELD

THE CITY of Carmel will no longer count on people to
voluntarily use environmentally friendly materials and prac-
tices when building in town. It will require them if a pro-
posed ordinance for green building requirements is adopted
by the city council, as unanimously recommended by the
planning commission Wednesday. The standards would
become mandatory in January.

“The purpose of the City of Carmel-by-the-Sea’s green

Stairway to Heaven reopens

ARTISTS DONATE TO HELP

KEEP BACH FEST AFLOAT

By CHRIS COUNTS

TO HELP bring world-class musicians to town,
Bach Festival organizers are turning to one of the
Monterey Peninsula’s greatest homegrown resource
— its artists.

More than 130 mostly local artists are creating
miniature works of art to help raise money for the
iconic festival, which for 72 years has paid tribute to
the music of Johann Sebastian Bach and the Baroque
period. This year’s festival begins July 17, and it will
include a fundraising raffle that offers fans of classi-
cal a chance to support the festival and enhance their
art collections at a bargain price.

“This is the first time we’ve done this, and we had
to turn away artists,” said Gail Dryden, a Bach
Festival board member. “We’re very pleased with the
turnout.”

Many gifted painters, sculptors, photographers
and mixed-media artists are participating in the
fundraiser, including Mark Farina, Chris Winfield,
Sheila Delimont, Melissa Pickford, Jan Wagstaff,

during his hospital stay. She read the cards to him, which
she said he enjoyed. Bates’ teenage daughter, Chelsea, is a
student at York School.


