
By MARY BROWNFIELD

A DIVIDED Carmel City Council voted Tuesday to dis-
band the design review board and return all land-use and
development decisions to the planning commission. 

Citing brain-drain and a budget crunch, Mayor Sue
McCloud and city administrator Rich Guillen urged the
council to get rid of the board, which oversees remodels and
new construction but does not
make major land-use and pol-
icy decisions.

“Returning all design and
land-use responsibilities to
the planning commission will
create more consistency for
applicants going through the
planning process,” Guillen
said in his report to the coun-
cil June 2. “This also will
reduce pressures on staff, as it
will be one fewer board to manage.” He and McCloud also
said vacancies on the board and commission are getting more
difficult to fill.

Guillen raised the idea during midyear budget discussions
last winter, but at an April hearing on the proposal, council-
man Ken Talmage successfully argued to table it, saying it
didn’t seem warranted.

Major changes set for
foot of Ocean Avenue

By MARY BROWNFIELD

THE POPULAR but confusing parking area at the
foot of Ocean Avenue will be made safer and more user
friendly, according to a proposal approved by the city
council this week.

A wheelchair-accessible boardwalk leading to a
viewing platform overlooking Carmel Beach will also
be constructed, and a wide swath of the city’s sand
dunes will be cleared of non-native plants, except for
large trees, the council decided.

To fix the problems of doors banging into curbs, the
bottleneck at the bottom of the parking lot and conges-
tion as drivers circle and head back up Ocean Avenue,
the plan calls for a new turnaround at the bottom of
Ocean, removal of the parking space that created the
bottleneck, and new curb heights and sidewalk materi-
als on both sides of the street. It also includes several
planters to cut the amount of pavement and improve
aesthetics, relocated handicap parking spaces, four
motorcycle-parking spots to replace one car space, and
a better crosswalk.

Return of the lupine
“The most significant improvement to the site is the

proposed turnaround at the bottom of Ocean Avenue,”
planning and building services manager Sean Conroy
told the council June 2, because vehicles won’t be
forced to go all the way around the south end of the lot
to head back up the street.

The document includes restoration and protection of
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‘Vacancies are
getting more 
difficult to fill’
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Almost all of the 500
students at Carmel
Middle School
donned matching T-
shirts to pose for a
group shot during
lunchtime on a recent
Thursday. The shirts
are part of a student-
led effort to help
each other resist
drugs and alcohol,
and their associated
dangers. See the
story on page 2A.
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High-tech gadgetry helps cops nab suspected bank robber
By MARY BROWNFIELD

A WATSONVILLE teenager was arrested for robbing
the Bank of America at the Crossroads shopping center
Wednesday after leading police officers on an hour-plus-long
wild goose chase as they tracked him through a GPS device

hidden in the money. 
The dozens of cops from multiple agencies scouring the

Peninsula finally caught up with 18-year-old Jairo Israel
Cervantes on Highway 1 near Del Monte Boulevard in
Marina more than an hour after the bank’s silent alarm was
activated at 11:30 a.m.

At the bank, witnesses reported a Hispanic man wearing a

hooded sweatshirt had furnished a note demanding $10,000,
grabbed the money and fled. The man, who was reportedly
carrying a basketball, did not brandish a weapon and took the
note with him. 

But he was also unknowingly carrying a GPS tracker
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ACCUSED RAPIST NO LONGER ON HOME CONFINEMENT
By MARY BROWNFIELD

A JUDGE raised Tom Pollacci’s bail Monday and for-
bade him to be alone with women who are not members of
his family, but he also freed Pollacci from confinement in his
parents’ Pebble Beach home because the tracking device
Pollacci wore wasn’t providing reliable information about his
whereabouts. 

Monterey County Superior Court Judge Russell Scott
ordered the $100,000 increase to $400,000 and changed the
bail terms after Pollacci, accused of the April 2008 rape of an
unconscious woman unable to consent to sex, allegedly vio-

lated them by staying too long in a church parking lot Friday
morning.

Despite the home confinement, Pollacci was permitted to
attend mass at St. Angela’s in Pacific Grove Monday,
Wednesday and Friday mornings from 8 to 8:45 a.m., with 15
minutes’ drive time each way, according to prosecutor
Cristina Johnson. He wore a device that tracked his move-
ments and reported them to a monitoring company.

When the company determined he was not at home at
9:21 a.m. May 29, it notified defense attorney Andrew Liu,

MPCC Shore Course returns to AT&T Pro-Am
By KELLY NIX

WHEN GOLFERS at next year’s AT&T Pebble Beach
National Pro-Am take to the greens, one of the courses they
play will look much different.

That’s because the private Monterey Peninsula Country
Club’s scenic Shore Course, which runs along the Pacific
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The beautiful MPCC Shore Course, which faces the open
Pacific Ocean, will be added to the AT&T Pro-Am next year.

Ocean, will return to the tournament in 2010 for the first time
since 1977.

It was announced Wednesday that the historic Shore
Course will replace Poppy Hills Golf Course in the three-
course rotation, which also includes the highly scenic
Spyglass Hill and Pebble Beach Golf Links. 

“The Shore Course at MPCC  is very visually appealing,”
said Ollie Nutt, president and CEO of the Monterey
Peninsula Foundation, the charitable wing of the AT&T
Pebble Beach National Pro-Am.

Even profitable parks
may be closed, state says

By CHRIS COUNTS

NEARLY A half-million people paid day-use and camp-
ing fees last year at Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park, with revenue
at the park totaling almost $3 million — more than half of the
income for the entire Monterey District of the California
Department of Parks and Recreation.

But the district loses a lot of money every year, and that’s


