
A Carmel Valley teenager hit a power pole on
Highway 1 near Handley Drive last Thursday
night, sheering it off at the base and sending
live power lines across the highway, accord-
ing to California Highway Patrol officer Brian
Wiest. The road was intermittently closed for
more than two hours, with traffic diverted
while PG&E cut power to the lines and fire
crews tended to the girl and cleaned up the
mess. Wiest said the 16-year-old female was
not intoxicated or using a cell phone, but the
investigating officer has not completed his
report, so the cause has not been determined.
After striking the utility pole just before 8 p.m.
July 2, the driver complained of pain and was
transported to CHOMP. The highway was
reopened around 11:30 p.m.
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PHOTO/COURTESY SPCA

An SPCA worker uses a syringe to feed a tiny baby chipmunk
discovered with seven siblings inside an RV at Laguna Seca.
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Little recording studio
could pack big punch
for Bach Festival

By CHRIS COUNTS

WAVE STREET Studios on Cannery Row in Monterey
is small, difficult to locate and seemingly a world away from
Carmel’s expensive art galleries, upscale restaurants and
high-brow music events.

But organizers of the Carmel Bach Festival, which opens
next Friday for its 72nd season, are hoping the pint-sized
Monterey studio will one day greatly expand the Bach Fest’s
audience.

Although it can only seat about 80 people, 2,400-square-
foot Wave Street Studios is a television production company
that streams performances across the Internet at
www.livenetworks.tv. It also shares its programming with the

Private schools:
It pays to be 
headmaster

By KELLY NIX

ACCORDING TO the National Association of
Independent Schools, a nonprofit that represents about 1,400
private schools nationwide, the median salary for a private
school headmaster is $182,900.

But according to a comparison of four prominent local
private schools, two headmasters are making much more than
that — including one who has a compensation package of
more than $500,000 a year.

In the mid-1990s, salaries rose when headmasters began
seeking compensation in line with corporate CEOs. The dis-
closure of some schools’ financial information on Internet
sites also led to competitive pay increases.

Boards of trustees defend the pay, contending headmas-
ters, in addition to overseeing their schools’ education and
being available to students round the clock, must also excel
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Fireworks may have caused the brush fire in Pebble Beach firefighters hasti-
ly extinguished in the woods of Huckleberry Hill last week.

Teenage girl escapes injury in power-pole crash

Baby chipmunks rescued after unwanted road trip
By KELLY NIX

SEVEN BABY chipmunks who inadvertently hitched a
ride from Tahoe City to Laguna Seca via a motorhome sev-
eral weeks ago were taken back home Sunday after being
rehabilitated by Monterey County SPCA officials.

SPCA Wildlife Center technicians for the past several
weeks had been caring for the chipmunks, who, until this
week, were too young to release back into the wild.

The journey for the chipmunks began June 18, when
brothers John and Mike Celauss drove from Tahoe City to
Monterey to race at Laguna Seca.

When Mike Celauss took a rolled-up throw rug from the
motorhome, more than dust fell from it. 

“He shook out the rug, and chipmunk babies went every-
where,” said Rosanna Leighton, SPCA Wildlife Center
supervisor.

But the racecar-driving brothers and others scrambled to
pick up the tiny, displaced chipmunks.

Mysterious P.B. blaze quickly quelled
By MARY BROWNFIELD

A FIRE in the woods of Pebble Beach’s
Huckleberry Hill — the same location as a dev-
astating wildfire more than 20 years ago — was
quickly extinguished by crews last Thursday
afternoon. 

The fire was reported at 2:45 p.m., according
to Cal Fire Battalion Chief Robin Hamelin,
prompting a quick and extensive response from
the Pebble Beach Fire station and the state
agency. P.B. sent two engines, a truck and a
patrol/brush unit, while the state dispatched four
wildland engines, two air tankers, two heli-
copters and a bulldozer. Pebble Beach Co. pro-
vided a water truck.

“The fire was pointed out to the first arriving
units by a couple walking in the woods,” Hamelin
said. Crews laid a fire hose through the trees to
extinguish the blaze, at which point the circling
aircraft were released.

The burned patch was approximately 30 feet
by 50 feet. The cause remains under investigation,
though Cal Fire investigator Capt. Richard Lopez
found spent fireworks near Del Monte Park and
across Morse Drive, according to Hamelin.
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Council approves ballot
language for Flanders

By MARY BROWNFIELD

DESPITE THE lawsuit filed last month to stop the
sale of Flanders Mansion, the Carmel City Council
voted Tuesday to finalize the date of a public election on
the issue and approve the language that will appear on
the Nov. 3 ballot.

According to the council’s actions July 7, registered
voters will be asked, “Shall discontinuance and aban-
donment of the Flanders Mansion Property (APN 010-
061-005) as public parkland, and authorization to sell
the Flanders Mansion Property ‘with Conservation
Easements and Mitigation’ as passed on May 12, 2009,
by the City of Carmel-by-the-Sea City Council by
Resolutions No. 2009-30 through 2009-33, be
approved?” 

The pamphlet they receive will contain the resolu-

FOREST THEATER RENOVATIONS: $3.4 MILLION AND COUNTING
By MARY BROWNFIELD

RENOVATING THE century-old, city-owned Forest
Theater will cost more than $3.4 million, the Carmel City
Council learned Tuesday night, when it reviewed the nearly

completed schematic design and cost breakdowns drafted by
architect Richard McCann.

Responding to an April 7 request from the council that
construction be broken down into possible phases, McCann
reported the overhaul could be separated into performance-
related accommodations (stage and seating) totaling

$2,104,071, audience-related accommodations (ticket booth,
concessions stand and pathways) estimated at $936,395, and
site infrastructure-related accommodations (electrical, sound

See THEATER page 10A


