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By MARY BROWNFIELD

KAY PRINE — nicknamed Carmel Kay because, as chamber
of commerce CEO Monta Potter recently said, “She undoubtedly
has forgotten more about Carmel than we all know” — died June
30. Prine, who spent her childhood here but later lived across the
globe while her husband was in the military, was a devoted
Carmelite, according to daughter Dee Trundle.

“My grandparents lived here the whole time, and I know my
mother always knew she would come
back,” she said this week. “Every
vacation she had, and every time we
had breaks between assignments, we
would come back here.”

Born in Tacoma, Wa., on Sept. 4,
1921, to Ed and Antoinette Hamm,
Prine moved to Carmel in 1932 at the
age of 10 and graduated from Sunset
School in 1935.

“Grandma would tell them to grab
a broom and go down to the rocks
and get some crab, or take a screw-
driver to get some abalone for din-
ner,” Trundle said. “It was such a dif-
ferent time.”

She attended Monterey High School
since Carmel had no public high school
at the time, and she competed in swimming (which she taught her-
self in the Carmel Lagoon), baseball, basketball, golf, tennis and
field hockey, among other sports.

“She was such a gorgeous swimmer that she was on the exhibi-
tion team at the Hotel del Monte,” her daughter recounted.

Incorporation 
opponents are 
first candidates 
for C.V. town council

Bach Fest warming up for 72nd season

Sunset Center was a beehive
Wednesday as musicians from
around the world made final
preparations for this summer’s Bach
Festival, which opens Friday night
and continues through Aug. 1. At
upper left, conductor Bruno Weil
and concertmaster Elizabeth
Wallfisch rehearse the Sunday
afternoon program. At upper right,
Holly Chatham, William Skeen
and Daniel Swenberg rehearse for
a recital in the Sunset foyer. At
right, Scott Detra and Paul Rhodes
get ready for a program called,
“Acoustic Alchemy.” And (left) in
the Marjorie Evans gallery, dozens
of artworks have been meticulously
displayed for a fundraising raffle.
For a comprehensive look at the
festival’s highlights, see pages 11A
to 19A.

City loses beloved ambassador 

By CHRIS COUNTS

TWO CANDIDATES have already emerged for the proposed
Town of Carmel Valley’s city council — and they freely admit they
don’t want the city to exist at all.

Carmel Valley residents Lawrence Samuels and Scott Dick have
taken out candidacy papers from the Monterey County Elections
department. If they get the 20 required signatures before the Aug. 7
deadline, they’ll officially be candidates for the Nov. 3 election. No
other candidates have stepped forward.

Samuels, a familiar face at incorporation hearings and an out-
spoken critic of the proposed town, said opponents plan to run a
slate of candidates who will use their campaigns to encourage peo-
ple to vote against incorporation. And Samuels also plans to ask
residents not to vote for him, either.

“I’m going to say, ‘Don’t vote for me and don’t vote for the
city,’” he explained, while describing himself as “somewhat of a lib-
ertarian” who “doesn’t like politicians.”

Dick, a retired U.S. Army officer who served 20 years in the mil-
itary, decided to run because he believes that, without the right
council, incorporation will lead to population growth and a lot of
new construction.

“The ultimate act of development is creating a city,” Dick insist-
ed.

The process of running for office turned out to be an eye-open-
er for Dick, who was accustomed to wading through bureaucracy in

Salinas courthouse busy with Peninsula sex cases
■ Judge sends Pollacci rape case to trial

By MARY BROWNFIELD

THE EVIDENCE is strong enough to put Pebble
Beach resident Tom Pollacci on trial for rape, Monterey
County Superior Court Judge Russell Scott decided last
Friday after a preliminary hearing in the case.

Prosecutor Cristina Johnson told the court Pollacci,
who has a record as a sex offender, raped a woman at his
family’s Pacific Grove liquor store and then left her at the
hospital with a severe head injury in April 2008. Pollacci
is charged with three felonies for the forcible rape of a
woman who was unconscious and unable to give consent.

The lengthy hearing included testimony from three
investigators who pieced together events through multiple
interviews with the victim, identified as Jane Doe 1, and
examination of the scene. A fourth investigator testified

Kay Prine

■ Tearful accuser in doctor’s sodomy trial

By MARY BROWNFIELD

THE WOMAN who says physician Carl Bergstrom
forcibly sodomized her in his Carmel home three months
ago took the stand this week in a Salinas courtroom. 

Often distraught, she recounted an evening of socializ-
ing and drinking that ended with her crouching in the
bushes outside his house and calling 911 from a cell
phone she grabbed as she fled. 

Arguments in the case began late Tuesday morning,
following jury selection that lasted more than a day as
potential jurors were dismissed after telling the judge they
didn’t think they could participate in such a graphic case
and remain objective. Many others were excused for
planned vacations, family issues and other obligations.

With the jury and alternates sworn in, Monterey

Quick-thinking motorists save hawk stranded on Highway 1
By CHRIS COUNTS

NOBODY IS quite sure how a red-shouldered hawk
ended up in the middle of a Monterey Peninsula freeway last
week, but thanks to the quick reactions of three motorists, the

bird is presumably back where it belongs, flying high above
Pebble Beach, Carmel Valley or the Big Sur Coast.

The hawk’s misadventure apparently began sometime dur-
ing the afternoon of July 9, moments before Carmel Valley
resident Frank Koucky saw the bird as he traveled south
along Highway 1 near the Munras exit in Monterey. 

“I was driving just past Del Monte Shopping Center, when
I saw the hawk right in the road,” Koucky recalled. “I could-
n’t tell if he’d been hit by a car. One of his wings was folded


