
■ Sentencing postponed 

By KELLY NIX

THE CARMEL doctor who was convicted in
July of sexually assaulting a woman is seeking a
new trial because his attorney contends the jury
did not hear critical evidence that could have made
a difference in their verdict.

Carl Bergstrom, 53, was convicted by a jury
July 27 of forcible sodomy of a woman in his home
in April. Monterey County Superior Court Judge
Russell Scott presided over the trial.

Though Bergstrom was scheduled to be sen-
tenced Aug. 26, his attorney told The Pine Cone
Thursday he is working on filing a motion with the
court seeking a new trial.

“We believe there is evidence that wasn’t pre-
sented to the jury that would make a material dif-
ference in the credibility of witnesses,” said attor-
ney Tom Worthington.

He would not provide details about the grounds
for a new trial but said the court has given him
until Sept. 4 to submit the motion.

“We also feel the jury was misdirected,” he said.
Bergstrom’s sentencing has been rescheduled

for Sept. 25, and Worthington said he might ask
the judge for even more time to submit paperwork. 

Bergstrom faces three to eight years in prison
for forcing a woman, identified by prosecutors as
Jane Doe 1, to have anal sex. During the trial, two
other women testified they had similar experiences
with Bergstrom. He also admitted ordering
cocaine and having it delivered to his medical
office.
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FOR NEW TRIAL
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ABOVE, CHRIS COUNTS

She was born in the U.S., but her heritage is in Vietnam,
and Santa Catalina senior Paulina Nguyen (below) has
taken on the task of distributing thousands of pairs of
shoes to poor children. Carmel Valley resident Cheryl
McCormick (right) has a different cause on her mind:
native plants. But she’s also travelling a long way to pro-
tect them. See the stories on page 2A.

PHOTO/KELLY NIX

Barely recognizable with sunglasses, long hair and a nonchalant hat,
Jim Colangelo relaxes on his sailboat in Monterey harbor.
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Sympathy for sick bat leads to rabies ordeal for woman and her cats
By HANNAH MILLER

WHEN A worker on her property came to former vet-
erinary assistant Jean Terry near the end of July with a sick
bat he’d found in her yard, it was her love of animals that got
her in trouble, but also may have saved her life. 

The worker, holding the prone bat in a shovel, was going
to simply toss it into the bushes. But Terry, seeing how weak
the animal was, refused to just let it fend on its own. “It was
a live creature,” she said later. “I couldn’t do that.” 

Instead, she put the bat into a cat carrier, intending to take
it to the SPCA. But when it climbed out through the bars, she

called the Monterey County Animal Services Department.
Wildlife officials promptly came to the Terry’s home,

which is in Carmel Valley near Laureles Grade, and collect-
ed the sick bat. The very next day, however, they contacted

Cal Am: Cutback order 
would ban outdoor watering

By KELLY NIX

IF THE State Water Resources Control Board imposes even mod-
est cutbacks on the Monterey Peninsula to protect the Carmel River’s
population of steelhead trout, residents can probably forget about
watering their gardens, according to California American Water.

The cutbacks would also mean
rationing at homes and businesses and
an end to new water hookups, even in
those few cases where a small amount
of water remains available, such as the
water Carmel has been saving for the
Trevett Court senior housing project.

On July 27, the state water board
revised its proposed cease and desist
order against Cal Am, requiring the
company to reduce pumping from the
Carmel River, the Peninsula’s main
water source.

The cutbacks were reduced from an
earlier version of the order. But they would still have serious conse-
quences, water officials say.

“The order would likely mean elimination of all outdoor water use,”
said Cal Am general manager Craig Anthony.

The state water board’s original cease and desist order, proposed in
January 2008, called for Cal Am to reduce river usage from 15 to 50

Former P.G. city manager
finds himself after retirement

By KELLY NIX

WHILE PACIFIC Grove continues to toil over its crippling finan-
cial problems and contend with the resignations of its mayor and police
chief, the man who used to be in the thick of the city’s troubles is now
a world away.

Former P.G. City Manager Jim Colangelo quit the job in January
after less than four years with the city. He’s never looked back.

“I’m trying to have as much fun as I can now,” said the retired 50-
year-old, lounging last week on his recently acquired 27-foot Santana
yacht docked in the Monterey Harbor.

Colangelo went from attending agonizing city hall meetings, grap-
pling with personnel issues and responding to a bevy of work-related
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Janelle and Robbins adopted Oliver, a pit bull mix who
had his ears crudely severed.

Dog with mangled ears
adopted in Seaside

By KELLY NIX

THE PLAYFUL puppy who was rescued by the
SPCA after having his ears crudely cut off without any
anesthesia has been adopted by a Monterey Peninsula
couple.

Oliver, an 8-month-old mix, was taken in by the
SPCA for Monterey County in April after having been
found in Hollister with severed ears. Oliver’s story, told

See RABIES page 19A

Sept. 2 hearing
could determine
if your plants
will wither

See EARS page 12A


