
been poisoned by antifreeze, and the agent’s
main ingredient, ethylene glycol, was metab-
olizing into a poison that was destroying
Lily’s kidneys.

Edwards would also later be shocked to
learn someone deliberately poisoned her cat.

An irreversible condition
Over the weekend, Lily slowly got sicker.

But, unaware of the seriousness of her
beloved cat’s illness, Edwards, who is also
The Pine Cone’s production manager, waited
until Monday, Sept. 28, to take Lily to Ocean
View Veterinary in Pacific Grove.

That morning, it was obvious her condi-

■ Lured by
antifreeze ‘bait’

By KELLY NIX

TWO WEEKS ago,
Jackie Edwards of Pacific
Grove noticed her 5-year-old
cat, Lily, was lethargic and
not her usual, spry self.

The cat — who usually
spent much of the day out-
doors — stayed inside
Edwards’ apartment off
Lighthouse Avenue all day,
dozing in her bed.

“I thought it was
strange,” Edwards said. “But
I just thought she might have injured her-
self.”

A leg injury was possible because Lily
was an adventurous kitty who often explored
the forest behind the apartment building
where she lived, not far from the city’s
municipal golf course.

“The next day, she was up and wanted to
go outside,” Edwards explained. “I thought,
whatever it was, she was starting to get bet-
ter.”

But two days later, Edwards became very
concerned when Lily peed in her bed.

“That was the first time I noticed some-
thing was really wrong,” she said. “She took
a turn for the worse.”

Little did Edwards know that Lily had

See FEST page 11A

See LILY page 7A

See DEVELOPERS page 21A
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In life, she was the beloved cat of a P.G. woman and her fam-
ily. But Lily died last week after someone poisoned her.
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By CHRIS COUNTS

COMBINING ART, film, food, wine and song,
the first Carmel Art & Film Festival offers a little
something for everybody.

The festival — which kicked off Thursday with
an Opening Night Party at Sunset Center — contin-
ues this weekend with dizzying array of screenings,
talks and receptions.

“It’s going to be an awesome weekend,” predict-
ed co-founder Erin Clark. “If you love the glitz and
glamour of Hollywood, we’ll have that. And if you
simply like the nitty-gritty of film making, that’s
available as well.”

Clark and her husband, Tom Burns, talked for
several years about organizing an art and film festi-
val. They decided Carmel was the perfect location
for their venture.

“The artistic heritage here is incredible and
unique,” Clark said. “Who doesn’t like Carmel?”

The couple also agreed the festival shouldn’t
have too narrow a focus. Instead of showcasing only
films, Clark and Burns wanted to add art and music
to the mix.

“My husband publishes Artworks magazine, and
we take a broad-based approach to art,” she

P.G. cat intentionally poisoned

Art and Film Fest
offers something 
for everybody

Dentist vs. dentist suit over racial defamation
By KELLY NIX

A SEASIDE dentist who claims a Monterey dentist left a
voicemail message badmouthing the professional training he
received in his Turkish homeland has filed a defamation law-
suit.

Arslan Soyarslan of Seaside and his patient, Jerry Miller,
filed the suit Sept. 29 in Monterey County Superior Court over
a voicemail message they say Dr. Maurice Lindly left with
Miller berating the dental training Soyarslan received in
Turkey.

According to the suit, Lindly left the message in October
2008 after Miller decided to change dentists, from Lindly to
Soyarslan, who is from Turkey and was trained as a dentist in
that country and the United States. 

“You’ve decided to use a Turkish doctor in Seaside?” the
lawsuit claims Lindly said on the voicemail. “Well, Jerry, you
know you get what you pay for. All dentists charge around the
same, but if that’s what you want … if you want to trust your
dental health to someone who trained in Turkey … well, I’m
praying for you.”

According to the suit, filed by Hugo Gerstl, Soyarslan and
Miller’s attorney, the message “could only be taken to mean
that Soyarslan was an inferior dentist.”

“Why would he say these bad things about me to another
patient?” Soyarslan told The Pine Cone. “That means he must
be talking about me to other people, too.”

Lindly declined to comment on the case.
Gerstl said he has a recording of Lindly’s message, which

was made after Soyarslan’s staff requested that Lindly  transfer
Miller’s X-rays.

“It’s so tacky, and it hurts my feelings,” Soyarslan said of
the message. “Because, among doctors, there should be some
kind of courtesy.”

Soyarslan, who has lived in the United States for 30 years,
was born and raised in Zonguldak, Turkey, and studied den-
tistry at Istanbul University.

After his training there, Soyarslan said he performed post-
graduate work at New York University and a residency at

See DENTIST page 6A

‘Big-time developers’ — are they
behind drive to make C.V. a town?

By CHRIS COUNTS

IF YOU believe the campaign ads, the
Town of Carmel Valley will eventually be a
hotbed of development if voters approve
incorporation Nov. 3. 

As evidence, campaign ads claims “big-
time developers” are the driving force behind
the proposed Town of Carmel and stand to
make a lot of money if the town is created.

The ads, by the anti-incorporation group
Save and Protect Carmel Valley, name Tom
Gray, May Waldroup, Mike McMillan and
Dave Potter as part of a group of self-inter-
ested developers who have contributed “over
$200,000” to get the city approved.

“Somebody is going to make a lot of
greenbacks from the new city, all at the
expense of taxpayers,” the ad claims, citing
state requirements that cities provide afford-
able housing and the pressure most cities are
under to raise tax revenue — something
that’s easy to do if a lot of construction is
going on.

So are Gray, Waldroup, McMillan and
Potter developers? 

McMillan, an outspoken proponent of
incorporation, is a businessman. He’s the
CEO of Doctors on Duty, a local chain of
medical clinics, his wife, Vicki, said.

“He has never developed anything but
film,” she insisted.

Gray led the creation of the Santa Lucia
Preserve, a project that subdivided the

20,000-acre Rancho San Carlos into 300
buildable lots, while setting aside 18,000
acres as open space. It also includes a golf
course and clubhouse. 

But Gray told The Pine Cone he neither
supports nor opposes incorporation.

In 2000, a nonprofit group called the

Art heist seems
fake, cops say

By MARY BROWNFIELD

IF INVESTIGATORS are sure of
one thing about the Sept. 25 break-in
and theft of as much as $80 million in
artwork from a Pebble Beach home, it’s
that it probably didn’t happen.

“There’s something up, but I seri-
ously doubt this is the second largest art
heist in history,” Monterey County
Sheriff ’s Cmdr. Mike Richards said
Thursday.

Instead, one of the purported victims
might be trying to bilk the other out of
cash, or it could be a plan to steal

‘Your conversation 
has not been approved’

By PAUL MILLER
Seventh in a series

THE ISRAELI censors who suddenly started show-
ing up at the NBC News Tel Aviv bureau after the invasion
of Lebanon in June 1982 didn’t waste any time letting us
know what our new routine was going to be.

NBC correspondents and camera crews were following
the Israeli army as it moved along a wide front to push the
Palestine Liberation Organization and its rocket positions
away from the Lebanon-Israel border. Every evening, as
the video arrived in the bureau, it would have to be
screened for the censor, who would let us know which
shots could be transmitted to New York and which could
not.

Similarly, all scripts for either radio or television had to
be submitted for approval. And even the substance of

See ISRAEL page 19A

See FAKE page 9A
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