
ter and heavily damaged three large units Monday night, Cal
Fire Battalion Chief Mike Marlow reported Tuesday morning
as he and a crew sifted through the debris in search of the
cause, which he later determined was an electrical malfunc-

tion in the wall of the condo.
Shortly before 7 p.m. Dec. 21, the renters in

the fourth-floor unit in the Spindrift building of
the Ocean Pines condo complex on Scenic
Drive were sitting in their living room having
dinner when they heard crackling and noticed
the lights flickering, according to Marlow, who
would not release their names. Thinking some-
thing was wrong with their gas fireplace, the
occupants peered into the flue and noticed a
glow, which they attempted to douse with a fire
extinguisher. 

When that effort failed, they dialed 911 and
fled down three flights of stairs and outside,
where they saw the roof was on fire.

“The fire was well established prior to the
occupants’ even knowing there was a problem,”
Marlow said. “It probably had been in some
incipient stage for an hour, at least.”

A Pebble Beach Fire engine was the first to
arrive, with crews noting flames coming from
underneath the eaves of the fourth-floor roof.
The crew was soon joined by 12 other engines
and two ladder trucks from nearly a dozen sur-
rounding fire departments. A special unit that
supplies air for firefighters’ breathing apparatus
and five chief officers were also on the scene.

Thirteen people and one dog in the 17-unit
complex — which includes many seasonal sec-
ond homes that were unoccupied — all man-
aged to escape safely, and Marlow said no resi-
dents or firefighters were injured during the
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Flames erupt from
the roof of a
Pebble Beach
condo Monday
evening (top). The
blaze destroyed
one unit and dam-
aged a couple of
others but spared a
bowl of soup on
the coffee table.
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A Coast Guard chopper searches rough seas
for a car-crash victim Tuesday morning.
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Wiring blamed for Pebble Beach condo fire
By MARY BROWNFIELD

AN EXTENSIVE fire in a Pebble Beach condominium
complex left more than a dozen people scrambling for shel-

PINE CONE SUED
FOR DEFAMATION

■ David Fairhurst says he wasn’t 
an ‘armed stalker’

PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

A CARMEL Valley man is seeking at least
$100,000 in damages from The Carmel Pine Cone
because two stories printed on the front page in
November 2008 defamed him and are making it diffi-
cult for him to find work, according to a lawsuit filed in
Monterey County Superior Court Nov. 16. 

The suit, filed by David Fairhurst, also asks a judge
to order The Pine Cone to remove the allegedly defam-
atory stories from its website.

The Pine Cone articles, “Potter getting police pro-
tection from armed stalker,” published Nov. 13, 2008,
and “Potter’s stalker stockpiled guns,” which appeared
the following week, came after Monterey County
Supervisor Dave Potter and three members of his staff
obtained restraining orders against Fairhurst because of
his numerous phone calls to Potter’s office, some of
which were considered menacing or threatening. A
judge also ordered Fairhurst to surrender his firearms
— which he later acknowledged included more than
200 handguns and rifles.

The Pine Cone maintains its coverage of Fairhurst
was fair and accurate, and has filed a motion to dismiss
the suit. A hearing has been set for Jan. 8, 2010.

‘Blast you guys all away’
Fairhurst, 48, who lives on El Potrero road in Carmel

Teen who crashed car into surf jailed for DUI
■ Passenger found 
at home after search

By MARY BROWNFIELD

AN 18-YEAR-OLD Pacific Grove
resident was jailed for felony drunken dri-
ving Tuesday morning after officers found
his car crashed on the rocks and beaten by
high surf off of Pt. Joe in Pebble Beach
around 3 a.m. Although no one was at the
scene of the wreck by the time authorities
arrived, officers later tracked down the dri-
ver, Richard Yant IV, and his 17-year-old
passenger after they walked away from the
wreck to their separate homes, according to
California Highway Patrol public informa-
tion officer Bob Lehman.

Pebble Beach Security was the first to
report the crash, which occurred in dark,
wet, windy conditions at approximately
2:50 a.m. Dec. 22. Driving a 2009 Hyundai
Sonata, Yant had been traveling northbound
on 17 Mile Drive when he failed to make
the sharp right-hand turn by Pt. Joe and
crashed through the fence, landing on the
rocks at the surf line about 200 feet from
the roadway, according to Lehman.

“The vehicle did come to final rest on
its roof; however, it is unclear whether that
was a result of the initial collision or the

high surf turning the vehicle over,”
according to the CHP. By the time the car
was towed from the surf several hours

Burglars hit numerous C.V. businesses
By MARY BROWNFIELD

MONTEREY COUNTY Sheriff’s inves-
tigators hope the numerous fingerprints they
collected after the Dec. 1 burglaries of sever-

al businesses in Carmel Valley Village will
lead them to the culprits — though it may take
awhile.

Deputies spent hours collecting evidence
at the Carmel Valley business center, where
burglars pried open the doors of eight offices
sometime during the night of Nov. 30 or the
early morning of Dec. 1, Cmdr. Tracy Brown
said last week. 

The suspects stole computers, cash, a dig-
ital camera and other valuables, and the total
loss, including damage to the building, was
estimated at $10,000.

An employee at the Monterey Peninsula
Water Management District field office,
which is located in the complex on Center
Street, reported the break-in the morning of
Dec. 1, according to Brown. When deputy
Mike Shapiro arrived, he discovered others’
offices had been victimized as well, and more
deputies were called in to help investigate. 

The tenants in one office lost a digital
camera and cash to the thieves, who reported-
ly also tried to break in to the Carmel Valley
Market and the architectural office of Marj
Ingram Viales.

“I was lucky — the doors at our end are
metal framed,” she reported. “They tried to
break in but just jammed up the locks.”

The burglars took a computer monitor and

By CHRIS COUNTS

AFTER A public outcry, the
Monterey County Water Resources
Agency postponed a plan to seed clouds
off the Big Sur Coast with silver iodide
to increase rainfall and add more water
to the Nacimiento and Lake San
Antonio reservoirs. But more rainfall
could also mean flooding, landslides
and other damage in Big Sur, many res-
idents fear.

“We don’t want to push ahead with a
project the public has concerns about,”
said Bill Phillips, deputy general man-
ager for the MCWRA. “We want to deal

Cloud seeding
project dropped
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River kids make Christmas merry for disabled students and their families
By MARY BROWNFIELD

CARMEL RIVER School students spread Christmas
cheer to severely disabled kids and their families at the
Arthur B. Ingham School, a public school in San Benancio

Canyon, last week. In collecting gifts for 34 needy families,
and delivering them by school bus Dec. 17, the students
learned the gift of giving, as well as how children with dis-
abilities are much like them nonetheless, according to
Ingham principal Linda Yellich.

River School principal Jay Marden had been searching for
a worthy community service project his students could

undertake, according to Yellich. She used school records to
identify the families in need at her school, which is run by the
Monterey County Office of Education and serves about 85 of


