
By MARY BROWNFIELD

AN ENERGY consultant who first visited Carmel dur-
ing the 2000 U.S. Open golf tournament and moved to town
early this year intends to run for mayor. 

Adam Moniz, 33, said he wants to enter the race so voters
have “true, meaningful choice in the April 2010 election for
not just city council, but also for mayor. Carmel residents
deserve nothing less.”

In the past two mayoral elections, Dogman McBill was
incumbent Mayor Sue McCloud’s sole opponent. McCloud
has declared her intention to run for a sixth two-year term,
and has retrieved the required paperwork from city hall, as
have Moniz and McBill.

Originally from Dartmouth, Mass., near Boston, Moniz

tion of the birth of Jesus. 
Well, I’ve got news for you. Christmas Eve in

Bethlehem is nothing like what you think. I know,
because I was there ... four years in a row. 

The crowd that gathers in dusty Manger Square
each Dec. 24 isn’t pilgrims. It’s tourists, backpack-
ers, wanderers, curiosity seekers, peddlers, panhan-
dlers, swindlers and beggars — pretty much the
same group that can be found in any out-of-the-way,
Third World tourist spot. 

If you’ve been to the Taj Mahal, the Blue Mosque
or Tienanmen Square, you know what I’m talking
about. If you haven’t visited one of these places, it’s
not your fault you’re misinformed about what goes
on there. And the story of Bethlehem on Christmas
Eve isn’t the only thing journalists in the Middle
East frequently get wrong.

See BETHLEHEM page 8A
On Christmas Eve, Manger Square is festive and draws a big crowd. But hard-
ly any of the celebrants are there for a deeply religious experience.

CHRISTMAS IN BETHLEHEM — 
IT’S NOT EXACTLY WHAT YOU THINK

■ ‘Pilgrims,’ or something else?

By PAUL MILLER
Eighth in a series

IF YOU happened to turn on CNN or pretty
much any other TV news channel last Thursday, you
undoubtedly heard one of the reports that pop up
every year about “pilgrims flocking to Bethlehem’s
Manger Square” for Christmas Eve midnight mass
at the Church of the Nativity. 

It’s a story that’s become so familiar, it’s almost
as much a part of the Christmas holiday as presents
under the tree or Santa Claus. And since it’s repeat-
ed so often, it must be true, right?

Maybe you’ve even been so impressed with all
the somber talk of “pilgrims” in Bethlehem that you
wished you could join them someday for what sure-
ly must be an authentic, non-commercial celebra-
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Newcomer sets eye
on mayor’s seat

See MONIZ page 10ASee GEAR page 11A

Herald editors say black reporter 
was fired because of poor work, not race 

By KELLY NIX

A FORMER Monterey County Herald reporter
claims the newspaper fired him because he is black and is
asking a court to order the newspaper to pay him signifi-
cant monetary damages.

But in legal documents filed in response to the suit, the
Herald's management said Andre Briscoe was fired
because of poor performance and not because of his race.
And the Herald’s publisher outlined a striking decline in
the newspaper’s financial condition to explain its staff
reductions generally.

In a suit filed against the Herald on Jan. 8, 2009, Andre
Briscoe said the newspaper paid him less from the begin-
ning because he’s black, and terminated him in retaliation
for questioning his pay. 

Briscoe, who was hired by the Herald in August 2005,

said race was the reason he was paid only $16 per hour,
while a fellow reporter, who is white, earned $17.25, and
a Hispanic reporter made $19 per hour. 

Briscoe is seeking at least $25,000 for loss of wages,
promotional opportunities and benefits, and mental and
emotional distress.

“The circumstances behind Briscoe’s sudden termina-
tion ... create a presumption that plaintiff ’s termination
was motivated by his race and voicing his complaints,”
Briscoe’s lawsuit states. He is being represented by San
Diego attorney Ndubisi Ezeolu.

But according to a Nov. 18, 2009, declaration by for-
mer Herald executive editor Carolina Garcia, race was not
a factor when she set Briscoe’s starting pay or when she
later fired him.

A 3,000-mile drive to deliver bats, gloves and uniforms 
By CHRIS COUNTS

FOR THE baseball-loving children of Pescadero,
Mexico, Christmas came early this year.

In October, two Monterey Peninsula residents — Mark
Murphy and Nate Trosky — traveled to a small town in Baja
California to deliver a bounty of baseball equipment to
youngsters.

Murphy, a Pacific Grove resident, drove his truck —
which was loaded up with baseball gear — more than 1,500

miles to reach Pescadero.
“It takes three days’ travel to get to the tip of the Baja

Peninsula, and it’s always an adventure,” Murphy recounted.
“There are 10 military checkpoints south of the border, and
the soldiers were amused to find me transporting bats and
balls instead of drugs and guns.”

Murphy began his equipment giveaways four years ago,
and Trosky, a onetime Pacific Grove High School baseball
star who now works as a scout for the Milwaukee Brewers,
joined him two years later.

“I met Mark at a baseball camp for
kids, and he told me about his trips to
Mexico,” Trosky explained. “I said, ‘Can
I join you?’”

Murphy and Trosky arrived in
Pescadero Oct. 5, where they distributed
70 metal bats, 140 baseballs, 24 fielding
gloves, 16 batting helmets, five complete
sets of catcher’s gear, as well as numer-
ous jerseys, pants, belts, socks, cleats and
caps.

Trosky also brought along a set of dis-
carded adult uniforms so a local men’s
team could have them. 

“They were so pumped up,” recalledFormer Pacific Grove High School baseball star Nate Trosky (far right) with a group
of happy youngsters in Pescadero, Mexico. Trosky and another local resident,
Mark Murphy, donated a truckload of baseball equipment to the children.

See HERALD page 11A
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Pebble Beach Co.,
coastal commission
reach agreement
■ Hotel rooms, homes and 
open space — but no golf course

By PAUL MILLER

A 10-YEAR battle over the future of hundreds of unde-
veloped acres in Del Monte Forest may be over, as Pebble
Beach Company officials and a former coastal commission-
er confirmed Wednesday that an “agreement in principle”
has been reached on what can be done with the land.

In response to questions from The Pine Cone, P.B. Co.
CEO Bill Perocchi said the agreement, reached between his
company and coastal commission executive director Peter
Douglas, provides for “preservation and protection” of more
than 635 acres of forested open space, including large stands
of native Monterey pines. It also envisions a small hotel adja-
cent to the Spyglass golf course, up to 80 new hotel rooms at

See AGREEMENT page 12A


