
By MARY BROWNFIELD

THE SOLE challenger to incumbent city council mem-
bers Paula Hazdovac and Gerard Rose in the April 13 Carmel
municipal election formally launched his campaign in front
of an enthusiastic crowd of about 120 supporters at La Playa
Hotel Tuesday morning, including three former mayors who
are serving as Jason Burnett’s honorary co-chairs: Jean
Grace, Ken White and Charlotte Townsend.

“I’ve never seen this many people get so excited about a
candidate,” White told the
group before introducing
Burnett, who told The Pine
Cone his focus as a council-
man would be on the city’s
financial health.

“No. 1 is ensuring we have
a vibrant village and a strong
economy,” he said. “It is scary
how many empty storefronts
there are around town, and
and there are some concrete
steps that we can take to
improve that situation.”

For example, he said the city should have a unified mar-
keting effort, instead of separate efforts by the city and the
chamber of commerce, as both seek to pitch Carmel to
tourists and generate more business in town. 

Burnett said he believes the chamber has been more effec-
tive, dollar for dollar, than the city’s consultant.

“Regardless, it’s a sizable duplication, and there’s no rea-
son to be wasting money,” he said.

He praised the current council for solidifying the city’s
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Former mayors Jean Grace (left), Ken White and Charlotte
Townsend (right) helped Jason Burnett launch his council cam-
paign Tuesday morning at La Playa Hotel.

COLORFUL, CONTROVERSIAL DOGMAN DIES AT 63
By MARY BROWNFIELD

DOGMAN MCBILL — the towering, white-haired
Carmel man who twice ran for mayor against incumbent
Sue McCloud, wrote prolific poetry and once lived in a bus
with 18 pit bulls — died of a heart attack in his home on
Santa Fe Road Saturday night with his wife by
his side. Born in Glendale as William Clement
Winfield II, McBill was 63.

According to his wife, Gail Winfield,
McBill had been traveling and living in an RV
but recently returned to join her in Carmel. He
had taken out papers from city hall to embark
on a third run for mayor against McCloud, but
after Adam Moniz announced his plans to vie
for the seat, McBill decided to pull out of the
race.

“Bill was running the first two times
because nobody else was running, and he got
to think of it as a responsibility. He felt it was
his civic duty,” she said. “And this third time,
he was going to go for it, and then when he
read in the paper that Adam was going to do it,
he decided he didn’t have to.”

Winfield said McBill, who discovered
Carmel in the mid-1960s during his travels
between Southern California and San
Francisco’s Haight-Ashbury, had great respect
for McCloud.

“She was good to him,” she said. “He knew he was
never going to beat her. He never really wanted to be
mayor, but he loved having a platform.”

At 7 feet tall and endowed with long, pale hair, McBill
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Dogman McBill outside the post office in 2006 as he gathered signa-
tures to embark on one of his campaigns for Mayor of Carmel.

Burnett endorsed by
three former mayors
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California American Water President Rob MacLean (far right)
was joined by a host of federal, state and local officials
Monday at Mission Ranch when he announced that an agree-
ment has been reached to remove the obsolete San Clemente
Dam, improving earthquake safety and opening up the
Carmel River for steelhead habitat. Among those endorsing the
$85 million project were U.S. Rep. Sam Farr (fifth from left),
California Secretary of Natural Resources Michael Chrisman
(seventh from left) and Monterey County Supervisor Dave
Potter (third from right). The demolition could begin in 2013. 

All-star gathering to
announce dam removal

2009 Grand jury report

■ Regional water project
Peninsula’s ‘best’ solution

By KELLY NIX

A REGIONAL project that would supply enough water
to drastically reduce pumping from the Carmel River, protect
the community from drought, and provide for basic human
and economic needs is the best way to solve the county’s
never-ending water woes, according to the results of an
investigation by the Monterey County Civil Grand Jury.

In its 2009 year-end report, released Jan. 11, the grand
jury found one component of the regional water plan partic-
ularly important.

“Desalination is a key to making more water available,”
according to the report. “The [regional project] is the most
cost-effective and environmentally responsible of the desali-
nation proposals.”

The first phase of the regional water project, which
includes building a desalination plant in North Marina, using
aquifer storage and recovery systems, and employing recy-
cled water, could supply as much as 10,500 acre-feet of water

■ P.G. building permits 
cost too much

By KELLY NIX

PACIFIC GROVE charges far more than Carmel,
Monterey and other local cities for building permits — and
the city’s fees are so high, the Monterey County Civil Grand
Jury called them “excessive.”

The grand jury investigation, sparked by a complaint that
P.G.’s fees were higher than other cities’, also found the city
may be tacking unrelated costs onto its building fees.

The results, unveiled in the 2009 year-end grand jury
report, found Pacific Grove charges more than Carmel,

Judge throws out libel suit against Pine Cone 
■ ‘Armed stalker’ called 
a ‘fair characterization’

PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

A MONTEREY County Superior Court judge dis-
missed a lawsuit Friday against The Pine Cone that
claimed the newspaper defamed a Carmel Valley man in
two articles published in 2008.

On Jan. 8, Judge Kay Kingsley dismissed a suit filed
Nov. 16, 2009, by Carmel Valley resident David Fairhurst,
who alleged the paper was libelous in two stories it pub-
lished in 2008 about Fairhurst’s extensive collection of
firearms and habit of making menacing phone calls and
threats to Monterey County Supervisor Dave Potter and
his staff.

Fairhurst claimed the articles — “Potter getting police

protection from armed stalker,” published Nov. 13, 2008,
and “Potter’s stalker stockpiled guns,” which appeared the
following week — portrayed him unfairly and, because
they are available on the Internet, are making it difficult
for him to work.

Fairhurst, 48, who lives on El Potrero road in Carmel
Valley Village, was convicted in 2004 of threatening the
lives of Potter and his staff during what Potter called a “10-
year history of leaving threatening phone messages” at his
office. Fairhurst was also convicted of making obscene and
threatening phone calls.

While he was on probation for three years, Fairhurst left
the supervisor alone. But in the fall of 2008, Fairhurst
resumed his menacing calls to Potter’s office, causing
Potter to fear that Fairhurst would carry out his earlier
threats. At Potter’s request, a judge issued a restraining
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