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By MARY BROWNFIELD

A 34-YEAR-OLD San
Jose man died in the surf at
Carmel Beach Saturday
afternoon after going for a
swim with his soon-to-be
brother-in-law and getting
caught in a rip tide. 

Despite the efforts of
police officers, firefight-
ers, lifeguards, the U.S.
Coast Guard and even the
MetLife blimp, the body of
Luis Sillas-Camacho was
not found.

“He and his brother-in-
law had entered the ocean
just west of Del Mar, and
after a few minutes of
being in the water, the son-
in-law swam back to
shore,” said Carmel Police
Sgt. Mel Mukai. “However,
Mr. Camacho was pulled
away and never made it
back to the shoreline.”

The drowning occurred
at around 1:15 p.m. Feb. 13 under sunny but hazy skies.

Police received an emergency call and alerted the fire
department, which took control of the incident. Police ser-
vices officer Jeff Olinger managed to contact and coordi-
nate with the captain of the MetLife blimp, which was pro-
viding television coverage of the AT&T Pebble Beach See DROWNED page 8A
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Their grins suggest the bliss and fun that Marian and Glenn
Leidig enjoyed during their 75-plus years of marriage.
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The U.S. Coast Guard, based in Monterey, assists in the unsuccessful search for a man who
apparently drowned in rough seas off Carmel Beach Saturday.
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San Jose man drowns, disappears in surf

National Pro-Am golf tournament, to help in the search for
about 90 minutes, according to Mukai.

“We responded with our rescue boat from Point Lobos
and later with a bulldozer from Monterey headquarters on

Contributions,
endorsements 
alter city politics

By MARY BROWNFIELD

WITH THIS week’s announcement that former Florida
Gov. Jeb Bush, a Republican, wrote a $100 check in support
of Carmel mayoral candidate Adam Moniz, and U.S. Rep.
Sam Farr, a Democrat, endorsed council challenger Jason
Burnett — who has also contributed more than $200,000 to
Democratic Party candidates
and political causes during
the past decade — some are
decrying the intrusion of the
political parties on a nonparti-
san city race.

“Various mayors have
expressed their concerns that
our cities aren’t big enough to
have partisan politics,
because it tears friendships
apart,” said Mayor Sue
McCloud, who is seeking her
sixth two-year term. “These
are nonpartisan elections, and
there’s no place for parties in this.”

Despite his strong support of Democratic candidates and
causes — evidenced by 2008 campaign contributions that
included $4,600 for Sen. Barbara Boxer, $10,000 for the
Monterey County Democratic Central Committee, $8,500
for the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee,
$28,500 for the Democratic Congressional Campaign
Committee and $32,100 for presidential candidate Barack
Obama — Burnett agreed with McCloud. 

“It’s important we keep partisan politics out of elections
and out of our small town,” he said. “As the saying goes, ‘A
pothole doesn’t care who fixes it.’”

And Burnett, who is a grandson of Hewlett-Packard
founder David Packard, described his history of big-money
political contributions as “irrelevant.” 

“The observation that I am a Democrat when it comes to
national issues doesn’t influence how I see regular mainte-

$200,000,
a congressman
and a former 
governor of
Florida

See RACE page 6A

See LEIDIG page 8A

See ROSE page 6A

Rose seeks third full term,
touts know-how, initiative

By MARY BROWNFIELD

ATTORNEY GERARD Rose, who joined the Carmel
City Council when Sue McCloud became mayor a decade
ago, said he’s seeking anoth-
er four-year term because
experience is needed to help
the city through tough eco-
nomic times. Furthermore,
he said the city’s ambulance
company requires the guid-
ance he is best suited to pro-
vide as a member of the
Carmel Regional Fire
Ambulance board.

“This is a really scary
time for Carmel and for the
Central Coast, and I think it’s
important that there be a
sense of continuity when it
comes to budgeting and
long-range planning,” he
said last Tuesday. “The
short-range planning, anybody can do when they put their
mind to it, but the long-range planning requires experience.”

Criticisms of the current administration for poor business
downtown are unjustified, according to Rose, since the city is
suffering the effects of a recession that’s not just local, but

Gerard Rose

‘Carmel was the best place in the world’
■ Glenn Leidig, town’s biggest fan, dies at 98

By MARY BROWNFIELD

HE WAS as inseparable from the fabric of Carmel-by-
the-Sea as anyone, right up until his death Feb. 13 at the age
of 98.

A lifelong resident of Carmel, except when he was cir-
cumnavigating the globe with the Merchant Marine or serv-
ing in the U.S. Navy, Glenn Leidig was born in a Salinas hos-
pital to Fred and Clara Leidig. His arrival prompted greetings
from Frank Devendorf, manager of Carmel Development Co.
and one of the founders of the city.

Addressed to “Master Leidig,” Devendorf’s Feb. 6, 1912,
letter was touching: “My dear little fellow: Your father and

mother have announced your arrival at their home, and I want
to congratulate you on the selection of such dear and desir-
able parents. I trust you will grow up a great joy to them, and
an honor. Wishing you a long and happy life, I am, Lovingly
yours, JF Devendorf.”

He lived up to Devendorf’s mandate and loved being a kid
in Carmel.

“I had the lead in the Forest Theater when I was 5 years

C.V. landmark collapses
into pile of rock and mud 

By CHRIS COUNTS

ROBINSON CANYON Road in Carmel Valley
doesn’t get a lot of traffic, but for residents who fre-
quented the narrow and winding country route, Whale
Rock was a beloved landmark. 

Perched above the road at a sharp curve, the 20-by-
50 foot rock formation looked so much like a whale that
an anonymous local artist painted a large eye on it. But
gravity and erosion took its toll on the rock, and last
Saturday, it gave way.

“I came home Friday night after the Craig Ferguson
show at Sunset Center and the road was open,” said
Bruce Dormody, a lifelong Carmel Valley resident who
commutes along the road. “When I went out to go fish-
ing Saturday morning, the county had some dump
trucks there and a crew working on it. The rock just col-
lapsed.”

The demise of Whale Rock didn’t surprise Dormody.
“After the rains in January, I noticed a crack had

opened up in it,” he observed.

See ROCK page 22A


