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Feds: We don’t need a
permit to ruin the view

By KELLY NIX

IF A homeowner within the protected and highly scenic
sand dunes of Pacific Grove installed six 25-foot, multi-
armed light poles without a permit, he’d be fined and threat-
ened with jail.

Yet a federal agency has installed such light poles over the
last two months at its offices adjacent to the Pacific Grove
Lighthouse without even consulting the Pacific Grove plan-
ning department or the California Coastal Commission,
much less asking either agency for a permit or doing any
environmental review.

The coastal commission’s staff is starting to ask questions
about the conspicuous lights.

“They are development,” Mike Watson, planner with the
coastal commission told The Pine Cone of the lights. “And
they require some sort of review and permitting.”

The NOAA building lies steps from the Pacific Ocean on
land the coastal commission considers Environmentally

PGHS adds up human cost of DUI wreck
PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

WHILE POLICE continue to investigate the devastat-
ing car crash that injured five Pacific Grove High School
seniors early Sunday, support and prayers are pouring in
for a 17-year-old girl recovering from the accident.

On Sunday at about 3:30 a.m., a Toyota 4Runner driven
by P.G. High student Aaron Corn crashed into a tree in

Skyline Forest in Monterey. Corn and four other teens,
Eric Miller, Matt Wheeler and Ahmad Mahmoud — all
football players — and Chelsie Hill, were injured in the
crash.

Hill, 17, who was sitting in the back seat wearing a lap
belt, was seriously injured. But online support for the high

At a tow yard in Monterey, the 
crumpled remains of a Toyota
4Runner show the force of the
collision that almost took the lives
of five Pacific Grove teenagers
Sunday morning. One of the vic-
tims, Chelsie Hill (above) was
seriously injured and is hospital-
ized in San Jose. The driver,
Aaron Corn, was also badly hurt.
CORRECTION: In an earlier edi-
tion, a photograph appeared
here which was identified as
Aaron Corn. It was not.

Carmel High senior may be Presidential Scholar

Lawsuit:
Caregiver stole
millions 
■ Man also charged in 2004

By KELLY NIX

A RETIRED 87-year-old Carmel physician has filed a
lawsuit against a former caregiver he said took complete con-
trol of his estate and stole millions of dollars, leaving him
broke and forcing his Scenic Avenue home into foreclosure.

In a lawsuit filed Feb. 18 that portrays a case of elder
abuse on a grand scale, Lawrence Loftus alleges Charles
Harper, 48, “immersed” himself in his life for years only to
swindle Loftus out of his entire life savings.

“Over the last few years, [Harper] has stolen and convert-
ed literally all of plaintiff ’s financial assets, amounting to
millions of dollars,” according to the suit filed in Monterey
County Superior Court.

The allegations include a charge Harper stole at least
$960,000 in cash from Loftus’ Bank of America account in
the past year, leaving the elderly man with only $66.

“This, in my mind, is a classic case of elder abuse,” said
Frank Hespe, Charles Loftus’ Carmel attorney.

The lawsuit accuses Harper of elder abuse, undue influ-
ence, fraud, isolation and physical abuse and alleges Harper
ingratiated himself with Loftus and isolated him from his
children, friends, business associates and other relatives.  

“Once in charge of Plaintiff ’s financial affairs, Harper
systematically looted Plaintiff ’s estate and has left him desti-
tute with virtually no cash assets,” according to the lawsuit.

Because Hespe said Harper was in control of Loftus’
mortgage but wasn’t paying the bills, Loftus’ Scenic Avenue
home in Carmel is in foreclosure and is scheduled to go to
public auction next week.

The Pine Cone was unable to reach Harper for comment.
“He is very difficult to find,” Hespe said. “I think he is

purposely trying to stay as hidden as possible.” ■ Nifty rebounding and perfect SATs

By PAUL MILLER

IN ITS drive to the CCCS playoffs this year, the Carmel
High School basketball team’s captain has been 6-foot-3-inch
senior Will Meyer.

But during the team’s highly successful season, it’s unlike-
ly his teammates — or even
many of his teachers and
friends  — know that Meyer
has also assembled what
could be the most successful
academic record in the coun-
try — a record that has even
attracted the attention of the
White House.

According to school offi-
cials, throughout his years at
Tularcitos School, Carmel
Middle School and Carmel
High School, Meyer has
achieved an unblemished
record of straight A’s. And
since the 9th grade, he has
also earned perfect scores on
the PSAT (80-80-80), the ACT (36-36-36, plus a perfect 10
for writing) and the SAT (800-800-800), not to mention per-
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Pine Cone candidates’
forum March 9

CANDIDATES FOR mayor and city council in the April
13 election will participate in a question-and-answer forum
hosted by Pine Cone publisher Paul Miller March 9 at Sunset
Center.

“This election has a lot of interesting angles, and I’m real-
ly looking forward to an enlightening and exciting evening,”
Miller said.

Incumbent mayor Sue McCloud has been getting some
spirited opposition from Adam Moniz, while long-time coun-

High-tech hunters
seek hidden treasures
at Garland Park

By CHRIS COUNTS

IT COMES as no surprise in the 21st century that
someone would invent a sport that adds high-tech gad-
getry to a good old-fashioned workout.

The curious sport of geocaching will be the subject
of a class, “Treasure Hunt: Garland Park,” that will be
offered Saturday, Feb. 27, at Garland Ranch Regional
Park.

Geocaching sprung up about a decade ago, shortly
after portable and affordable global positioning sys-
tems (GPS for short) became available to the public.
Not content to simply enjoy the intended benefits of
the tracking devices, GPS users began searching for
ways to be entertained by the gadgets. Soon, an elabo-
rate game of hide and seek — linking together players
from around the world — began to emerge.

Featuring miles of lush and challenging terrain, and
yet located close to civilization, Garland Park became
a natural destination for GPS treasure hunters.

“Geocaching has really come into its own as a
sport,” explained Joseph Narvaez, an environmental
education coordinator for the Monterey Peninsula
Regional Park District. “Garland Park is a prime spot
for it.”

The park district’s staff liked how the sport inspired

See HUNT page 10A

Will Meyer

Another important local business is moving to
Carmel Plaza. See page 6A.
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