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Jason Burnett, Paula Hazdovac and Sue McCloud took
their oaths of office Tuesday afternoon at city hall. Later,
they celebrated at a reception at the Cypress Inn. On the
way, they were joined by councilmembers Karen Sharp
(left) and Ken Talmage (right) and by McCloud’s great-
niece, Marissa.
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Defense: Pollacci is
just ‘self-centered’
and ‘immature’

When he crossed the finish line in the inaugural Big Sur
International Marathon in 1986, it’s unlikely Hugo Ferlito
knew he would go on to run every single one thereafter,
including this Sunday’s 25th presentation.

After 628.8 miles, marathon boss still wants more
By MARY BROWNFIELD

NOT MANY people can say they decided to move to
the Monterey Peninsula because of the Big Sur Marathon.
Nor can many say they have run in every single 26.2-mile
race staged along the Big Sur Coast since the tradition
began a quarter century ago. But Dr. Hugo Ferlito, chair-
man of the board of the nonprofit that hosts the annual
event, can boast of both, and this Sunday, he’ll be running
up Highway 1 with several thousand other athletes in his
25th Big Sur International Marathon.

“I moved to Carmel because of this,” he said. “In ’86,
I came here to do the marathon and fell in love with the
area.” The following year, he brought his wife, Karen, and
the year after that, they came to call the Monterey
Peninsula home.

The couple had been living in Southern California with
their kids when Ferlito first heard about a new run being
staged on the coastline south of Carmel. Inspired by a
Tanzanian who defied all odds and injuries to finish the
marathon in the Mexico City Olympics in 1968, and then
by Frank Shorter, who won the event in Munich in 1972,
Ferlito embarked on a love affair with long-distance run-
ning. 

It was during the grueling Catalina Island marathon
that a friend who had been stationed at Fort Ord urged him
to run the inaugural Big Sur race in 1986. Ferlito was
unenthusiastic, telling his buddy he didn’t want to under-
take another long-distance race just a month after the
Catalina event.

See MARATHON page 8A
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‘Panicked’ Salyer takes bail appeal to 9th Circuit
By PAUL MILLER

AFTER ALMOST three months in jail since his arrest at
JFK airport on charges of price fixing, bribery and selling
tainted produce, Scott Salyer is getting very frustrated at his
inability to make bail — so frustrated that he has been telling
family members he would like to take his own life.

“I’ve already had some kind of stroke or heart attack,” he
said in a phone call to one of his daughters from jail March
30. A transcript of the call was released by the government
April 12. “I’m in solitary confinement in a 6-by-6 concrete
bunker. They feed you through a slot in the floor like a dog.
If I could kill myself I would do it so fast.”

And while the call may have been intended as a plea for
help, prosecutors cited it as yet another reason to keep Salyer
in jail, because during the conversation — which Salyer
knew was being recorded — he also described how he had
offered his former wife, Lynsey, $1.3 million in cash to drop
her claim on a house he wants to use as collateral.
Prosecutors said the existence of that money was a surprise
and increased the odds Salyer would flee if he makes bail.

“Defendant has even more funds than he disclosed during
the last five hearings ... and should not be released while
there are substantial questions about the extent and location

■ Goes on offense against victims

By PAUL MILLER

THE DIFFICULTY of convicting someone of rape was
on full display in a Salinas courtroom this week.

And so were the perils of stepping forward to testify about
a sexual assault.

Tom Pollacci is accused of raping an acquaintance in his
father’s liquor store on a Sunday evening in April 2008. And
a string of other women have stepped forward to say Pollacci
attacked them, too, dating back to 1980.

In two of the older cases, Pollacci pled guilty to sexual
battery and was placed on probation. But this week, Pollacci
presented a series of witnesses to cast doubts on the motives
and truthfulness of the various Jane Does who say he raped
them — even the two women Pollacci admitted assaulting.

And, according to Pollacci’s attorney, Andrew Liu, Jane
Doe 5’s motive for accusing Pollacci of rape may be to get
money by suing him and his family.

Richard Lee, a Salinas private investigator hired by the
Pollaccis, told the jury this week that some of the Jane 

Judge lifts stay of 
water cutback order

PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

THE CASE was transferred to Santa Clara County,
because the State Water Resources Control Board hoped an
out-of-town judge would be more likely to let it drastically
reduce the Monterey Peninsula’s water supply.

And Thursday, the agency’s wish came true when a Santa
Clara County judge let the SWRCB’s strict water cutback
order go into effect immediately. Santa Clara County
Superior Court Judge Kevin Murphy lifted a stay imposed
last November by a Monterey County judge, Kay Kingsley.

The cutback order seeks to protect the Carmel River by
reducing pumping. A project to replace that pumping from
the river is still tied up in the permit process — which is also
controlled by state agencies — and is the subject of a CEQA
lawsuit. The lifting of the stay could mean immediate water
rationing on the Monterey Peninsula.

Motorcycles ready to 
take over Quail Lodge

By MARY BROWNFIELD

THE SECOND annual celebration of two-wheeled
machines is set for May 8 at Quail Lodge, and organiz-
er Gordon McCall said it will feature a captivating line-
up of unusual, high-tech, vintage, modern, esoteric —
and even bizarre — bikes. The Quail Motorcycle
Gathering, inspired by the upscale (and much more
expensive) Quail Motorsports Gathering held each year
during Concours Week, will also host vendors, VIPs, a
full lunch and a Bonhams & Butterfields auction.

“What’s really cool is everything now is coming out
of the woodwork,” McCall said this week.

Such is the nature of putting together a motorcycle

See MOTORCYCLES page 31A
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