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By CHRIS COUNTS

THERE IS perhaps no
other animal on earth more
physically imposing — and
deadly — than a killer
whale. Yet they are also
intelligent, beautiful and
fascinating creatures, as
Big Sur photographer
Daniel Bianchetta has dis-
covered.

Bianchetta, a longtime
staff photographer for
Esalen Institute, has been
busy this spring pho-
tographing killer whales,
which are frequently sight-
ed in local coastal waters in
late April and early May.

“It is awe-inspiring to
see killer whales in their
natural environment,”
Bianchetta said. “And it’s
so exciting to get an image of 9 tons of killer whale breach-
ing.”

As often as four times a week, Bianchetta is out on the
water with his camera. 

“The next few weeks are good for spotting killer whales,
although there is the possibility of seeing them anytime of
the year,” he said. “I generally go out with is Monterey Bay
Whale Watch. They have four-hour trips that allow you
plenty of time around the whales, and they always have an
experienced eye looking out for them.”

Even if Bianchetta sees a killer whale, there’s no guar-
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It’s hard to believe, but these two
photos are of the same dog. Lily, a
6-year-old miniature poodle mix,
was rescued by the SPCA in
Seaside and given a full makeover. 

Ready for her closeup!

Jury moves quickly
to convict Pollacci
■ After three-week trial,
just three hours of deliberations

By PAUL MILLER

WOMEN AROUND the Monterey Peninsula breathed
a sigh of relief on Monday when a jury convicted Pebble
Beach resident Thomas Pollacci of raping a woman two years
ago in the loft of his family’s Pacific Grove liquor store.
Pollacci, 50, was immediately taken into custody and faces
eight years in prison when he is sentenced June 4 by
Monterey County Superior Court Judge Russell Scott.

“Even the defense attorneys, in their hearts, have to be
relieved to know this evil human being will not be able to
violate another woman,” said one of the Jane Does who tes-
tified about being assaulted by Pollacci. 

“Guilty! Thank God!” said another of Pollacci’s victims in
an email to The Pine Cone.

Pollacci’s string of crimes and alleged crimes in Carmel
and various other parts of the Peninsula began in the early
1980s when he worked at Ron’s Liquors on San Carlos Street
and continued until April 2008, when he was manager at
Ron’s Liquors on Lighthouse Avenue in P.G., according to
testimony.

Among other frightening stories, the jury was told two
weeks ago of an assault on a 16-year-old girl kidnapped from
her home behind Carmel High School early one morning in
1980. The victim testified that she was taken to mid-valley by
Pollacci, then 20, and another man, and raped. She was afraid
to tell authorities at the time, she said.

“I hope this verdict sends a signal to other women who

■ Abandoned dog gets
a complete makeover

By KELLY NIX

SHE WAS found sleeping on
Broadway in Seaside, terribly mat-
ted, skinny and smelly. Her dread-
locked fur was so thick that she
could barely see, and her paws felt
like multiple pairs of wool socks
instead of feet.

When the SPCA for Monterey
County rescued the 6-year-old
miniature poodle mix from the
streets April 16 and brought her
into its shelter, the dog was a mess. 

“She must have been so uncom-
fortable,” SPCA spokeswoman

Beth Brookhouser said. “She
couldn’t see, we couldn’t feel her
feet at all, and the severe matting
was hiding medical problems.”

SPCA veterinarian Carol Iida
examined the abandoned dog —
named Lily by SPCA staff — and
found she had cataracts and a large
dermal mass. The vet removed the
tumor during the dog’s spay
surgery. 

“The severe lack of grooming
left both these conditions practical-
ly invisible under all the tangled
hair,” Brookhouser said.

Jessica Paquelier with Mid-
Valley Pet Spa gave Lily a serious
bath and a shave that removed most

antee he will get a good photograph of it. “The challenge
is the unpredictability of nature, both the weather and the
animals, yet it is also what makes photographing them so
spontaneous and exciting,” he explained.

Bianchetta has been a fine art photographer for more
than 25 years. Initially, he focused much of his work on
Native American rock art. More recently, he expanded his
subject matter to include condors, whales and dolphins. 

Bianchetta’s photographs are on display at Gallery Sur,
which is located on Sixth Avenue between Dolores and
Lincoln. 
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Two weeks ago, just three miles off Moss Landing, this female killer whale put on a tremen-
dous show, and Big Sur photographer Daniel Bianchhetta was there to capture it.

Monterey Bay’s orcas are in season

By MARY BROWNFIELD

A BUSY entrance to town was shut down this
week so crews could rip out vegetation and begin
work installing a new footpath linking Carmel and
Del Monte Forest. Drivers intending to travel on
San Antonio Avenue between Fourth Avenue and
the Pebble Beach gate will be rerouted until the
work is completed in early June — just in time for
the crowds to use it walking in and out of Pebble
Beach during the U.S. Open golf tournament.

“It will be completed in time for the Open,”
Carmel planning and building services manager
Sean Conroy said. “It’s understood that’s the whole
reason we’re starting when we are.”

The walkway is the first phase of a plan to

San Antonio closed 
for pathway work

TINY SAND CITY DESAL PLANT COMES ONLINE

■ 10 years in the permit process
By KELLY NIX

IT MAY be a drop in the bucket, but for Sand City,
the drop is important.

On April 7, Sand City residents began drinking
water produced from a $13 million, 300-acre-foot
desalination plant that transforms brackish water into
drinking water.

Though 300 acre-feet is a small amount of water,
compared to the roughly 11,000 acre-feet the Monterey
Peninsula needs as an alternative to drawing water from
the overdrafted Carmel River, the desal plant is a big
step for the tiny municipality.

“It’s a success story,” Mayor David Pendergrass told
The Pine Cone. “This has been a 10-year journey.”

The desal plant uses a reverse osmosis system to
turn the brackish water — water that has more salt than
fresh water, but not as much as seawater — into drink-
ing water.

The operation is being leased by California

City to consider
joining regional 
fire department

By MARY BROWNFIELD

THE PACIFIC Grove City Council will host a spe-
cial meeting May 12 to discuss the creation of a region-
al fire department, and the following month, Carmel
officials will begin contemplating the possibility of
joining it, according to city administrator Rich Guillen. 

P.G. contracts with the City of Monterey to run its
fire department, but several Monterey Peninsula cities
are considering forming a single agency to oversee
firefighting throughout the Peninsula. The idea is to
save the expense of paying a chief, assistant chief and
fire marshall in each city, instead combining under a
single management group. The jointly run agency
would also share equipment and manpower for greater
efficiency and a larger arsenal.

Guillen raised the topic during the council’s April
27 budget meeting, when he was discussing the ability
to cut costs by sharing services with other agencies and


