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Last fall, the site of the new Trevvett Court housing project on Dolores Street was just a layer of rubble being scraped into piles
by demolition vehicles (left). Today, it’s a gleaming series of nearly finished apartments.

Trevvett Court senior housing on schedule for opening this summer
By MARY BROWNFIELD

EVEN IF The Carmel Foundation hasn’t raised the entire
$3.5 million it needs for the new Trevvett Court apartments
on Dolores Street, the 14-unit complex will open sometime
this summer, development director Linda Lee said this week.
Buoyed by a $140,000 grant from a San Francisco bank and
a successful fundraiser in April, she is confident the commu-
nity will provide the support the nonprofit needs to make its
newest units available to low-income seniors.

“The project’s definitely on time,” she said. “We’re still
working very hard on our fundraising, but we got good news
on Friday.”

That’s when she learned FHL Bank in San Francisco
decided to donate $140,000 toward the Trevvett Court pro-
ject. Each year, the bank earmarks 10 percent of its net
income for affordable housing, and this year it wrote checks
totaling $32.5 million for 60 projects in Arizona, California,

See TREVVETT page 13A
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FIREFIGHTERS COPE

WITH OUT-OF-DATE

WATER SYSTEMS
By MARY BROWNFIELD

FIREFIGHTING IN many rural areas of the Monterey
Peninsula requires trucking water in — just as was done as
the historic Robles del Rio Lodge burned to the ground early
May 23 — because the water systems are old, lack enough
pressure or don’t exist at all, according to fire officials. But
cities are pretty well protected, and California American
Water, which is responsible for much of the Peninsula’s sup-
ply, is working to fix many of the problems.

The weaknesses stem from several issues: Many of the
older systems were installed before a lot of homes were built,
sufficient flow for firefighting wasn’t considered in their
design, and building plans did not require review or approval
by a fire marshall.

As a result, fire departments routinely test hydrants and
know the locations of trouble spots throughout their jurisdic-
tions, in order to plan accordingly, said Cal Fire Unit Chief
Rick Hutchinson, who oversees several local fire districts
that contract with the state agency, including Cypress (which

surrounds Carmel-by-the-Sea), Carmel Highlands and
Pebble Beach.

“We know where we have holes in our water system,” he
said. “Jacks Peak is really our main problem area. You just
don’t have hydrants up there.”

To fight fires in such locations, Cal Fire either runs fire-
hoses to distant hydrants or calls in water tenders — tanker
trucks which can carry thousands of gallons of water and are
equipped with high-flow pumps.

But filling the water tenders has to be done carefully.
“We try to disperse where the tenders pull from, so we

don’t overwhelm a system,” he said, particularly in areas
where a group of homes might share a small water system.
“In one day, we could drain the entire system.”

If your house catches on fire, you want a hydrant nearby with
a green top, not a red one. 

By CHRIS COUNTS

TWO SEPARATE hiking mishaps — each the
result of ill-advised treks in remote parts of the Ventana
Wilderness — happened in Big Sur over Memorial Day
weekend. 

The incidents illustrate both the risk to hikers — and
the cost to taxpayers — that result from poor planning
when people enter a wilderness area.

The first mishap occurred Monday, when a 27-year-
old woman from Morgan Hill, whom the sheriff’s
office described as “an advanced hiker who is really

County spends lots
of $$$$ to rescue 
foolish hikers

See RESCUES page 7A
See FIRES page 13A
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The Marina landfill spe-
cializes in taking things
nobody else wants and
in finding value in things
other people throw out.
But what does the landfill
do with a whole lot of
sand it doesn’t have
room for? It uses a mil-
lion dollars worth of
heavy machinery (left) to
convert the sand into
something valuable. 
See page 11A

Dump turns sand into golf course gold

Commission told birds may have no place to perch
By MARY BROWNFIELD

AFTER READING five dozen comment letters and
hearing almost 90 minutes of impassioned testimony from
people supporting and opposing the proposed planting of 10
Monterey cypress trees along Scenic Road, the Carmel Forest
and Beach Commission decided to put off a decision, instead
asking representatives of each side to meet with city forester
Mike Branson to reach a compromise that can be voted on
later.

The Friends of Carmel Forest collaborated with the city
on the plan to plant young trees, which will eventually
replace the aging cypress planted around the turn of the last

century. The group suggested 16 locations, which Branson
whittled to 10. He said the forestry department has a respon-
sibility for maintaining the city’s “urban forest” by planting
and maintaining trees of various ages.

Many people attending the Thursday afternoon meeting
wore large stickers depicting a heart with the word, “trees,” at

See POLLACCI page 23A

By KELLY NIX

HIS TRIAL on charges of raping a Colorado woman at
his family’s Pacific Grove liquor store not only brought a
conviction, for which Tom Pollacci will be sentenced June 4,
it also elicited allegations from other women who said
Pollacci assaulted them. This week, the Monterey County
District Attorney announced charges have been filed against
Pollacci for three additional rapes that allegedly happened in
2006 and 2007.

After a court session Thursday on the new charges,
Pollacci’s attorney, Thomas Worthington, told The Pine Cone
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