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One day after announcing the U.S. Open would return to
Pebble Beach in 2019, the USGA opened play in this year’s
championship in front of big crowds under gorgeous skies.
Padraig Harrington (above) had a lot of fans when he teed off
on 17 at Pebble Beach. Please see our special section inside. 
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By PAUL MILLER

THE MAN who is revered by environmentalists and
reviled by coastal property owners for his zealous enforce-
ment of the California Coastal Act during the past 25 years is
setting aside his regular duties to fight lung cancer, accord-
ing to a report in the Los Angeles Times last week.

Peter Douglas, 67, was diagnosed with throat cancer five
years ago, a disease he seemed to have beaten. But two weeks
ago, malignant tumors were discovered in his lungs, Douglas
told L.A. Times reporter Tony Barboza.

And while Douglas said he would no longer attend the
coastal commission’s monthly meetings, he told the newspa-
per he would continue as executive director and oversee the
commission's role in “important issues.” Douglas was quoted
as saying he intends to “beat this thing and come back full
time.”

Barboza said Douglas’ allies on the coastal commission
are confident about the commission’s future as a stalwart pro-
tector of the coast, even without Douglas at the helm.

“The coastal commission is hoping for the best as Peter is
facing a major hurdle,” said Bonnie Neely, the commission’s

USGA: A nonprofit that rakes in the green
By KELLY NIX

WHEN THE winner of the 2010 U.S. Open is crowned
on Sunday, he’ll be presented with a check for at least $1.3
million. The second place winner will take home about
$550,000.

The local economy is also
a big beneficiary of the U.S.
Open — with millions of
tourist dollars pouring into
hotels, restaurants, retail
stores and tax coffers as golf
fans mob Pebble Beach.

But the golf pros and local
businessmen aren’t the only
ones seeing the big bucks.
The United States Golf
Association, which stages 13 national championships each
year including the U.S. Open, is a colossal nonprofit organi-
zation with a healthy $249 million in assets and annual rev-
enues of $153 million, according to the group’s tax returns.

It’s doubtful the USGA’s founding fathers imagined in
1894 the nonprofit would become such a behemoth. 

The New Jersey-based USGA reported having more than
$170 million invested in the stock market and awarding $13
million in prize money in 2008. About $7.5 million will be
handed out this weekend in Pebble Beach.

The USGA’s executive director, David B. Fay, was paid

Commission to store: Your jewelry is too cheap, and there’s not enough of it
By MARY BROWNFIELD

CAN A jewelry store sell clothing? And just what is jew-
elry, anyway? The Carmel Planning Commission pondered
those questions as it debated how to bring a year-old shop,
Where the Sidewalk Ends, into compliance with its use per-

mit. The business is located in the Court of the Golden
Bough off Ocean Avenue and possesses one of the city’s 32
jewelry-store licenses. The problem, assistant planner Marc
Wiener said, was that it wasn’t carrying enough jewelry.

Soon after the shop opened, “staff noticed that the store
had a high percentage of clothing and clothing accessories in
addition to jewelry,” Wiener said in his report for the com-
mission June 15. “A second issue was that the jewelry pri-

marily consisted of semiprecious stones and metals, as
opposed to fine jewelry.”

The Carmel Municipal Code defines jewelry stores as
those selling items that are “predominantly handcrafted,
including diamonds and other precious stones mounted in
precious metals, such as rings, bracelets, brooches, sterling
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Rapist’s sentencing
delayed due to assault

By MARY BROWNFIELD

THE SENTENCING of convicted rapist Tom
Pollacci was delayed again Thursday after he was
assaulted at the jail and failed to make it to court. Upon
hearing the news from the courtroom bailiff that “sever-
al inmates” had assaulted Pollacci, Monterey County
Superior Court Judge Russell Scott rescheduled the
hearing for Friday, June 18, at 1:30 p.m. 

Shortly after noon Thursday, a Monterey County Jail
inmate attacked Pollacci, who was found guilty in April
of raping a woman in the loft of his parent’s Pacific

See POLLACCI page 31A
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By CHRIS COUNTS

FOR DECADES, environmentalists have considered
cows — because of the vast amounts of acreage and
water they require and the methane gas they produce —
one of the most destructive forces on the planet.

Yet, today, an innovative project at Brazil Ranch in
Big Sur is showing that domesticated cattle may a have a
place in our ecosystem after all.

In the United States, more than 150 million acres of
federal land are leased to ranchers for grazing. But this
spring the U.S. National Forest Service permitted a local
rancher to put about 140 head of cattle — 70 cows and
their calves — on the 1,200-acre, highly scenic Brazil
Ranch.

But instead of paying for the grazing rights, rancher
John Moon, who is a live-in caretaker at the ranch,
agreed to complete a variety of  projects, including
repairing roads, mending fences and removing invasive

plants. And he promised only to let the cattle forage when
and where the U.S. Forest Service said they could. 

The Brazil Ranch Stewardship Project aims to illus-
trate that grazing — when done in moderation and with
a sensitivity toward the native vegetation — is actually
beneficial to the landscape.

“We’re showcasing that you can have environmental-
ly sound grazing, and a rancher can make a profit,”
explained. Jeff Kwasny, Big Sur ecosystem manager for
the Monterey Ranger District.

The trick is to strike a balance between unrestricted
grazing and doing nothing at all to the landscape, he said.
Both practices lead to a decrease in the diversity of native
vegetation, Kwasny explained, and the latter raises the
risk of wildfire. “We don’t want to graze too little or
graze too much,” he said.

And because the forest service determines where cat-
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Appeals court backs Mandurrago in demolition dispute
By MARY BROWNFIELD

A CALIFORNIA appeals court ruled in favor of devel-
oper John Mandurrago Tuesday, reinstating his lawsuit
against the City of Carmel for refusing to approve his plan to
tear down the former bank building at Dolores and Seventh.

The appeals court also threw out a May 2009 ruling by
former Monterey County Superior Court Judge Robert
O’Farrell that Mandurrago had to reimburse the city for
$6,500 in attorney’s fees it incurred responding to his suit.

The decision marked a significant victory for
Mandurrago, who has been trying since 2001 to get permis-
sion to tear down the bank building, now occupied by Jan de
Luz, and replace it with shops, condos, apartments and an
underground parking garage. 

Mandurrago’s lawsuit, filed in February 2009, alleged the
city was illegally preventing approval of his project by failing
to adopt its environmental impact report, granting an appeal

filed by resident Barbara Livingston and using other delay-
ing tactics. He accused the city of depriving him of due
process and violating his civil rights.

But the city argued it was processing Mandurrago’s appli-
cation with all due diligence, and that the actions he was
suing over were in fact protected by city officials’ right to
free speech. 

Because the city’s decisions were made after public hear-
ings and based on comments made and approved by council
members, the city council asked O’Farrell to throw out
Mandurrago’s suit and award attorney’s fees based on a state
law protecting speech from what are known as Strategic
Lawsuits Against Public Participation, or SLAPPs.

O’Farrell agreed government officials were entitled to the
protection of the anti-SLAPP law and dismissed the case.

But this week, appellate Justice Nathan Mihara — with

Cows — once the bête noire of environmentalists— are suddenly green

On one of Big Sur’s most picturesque pastures, cows are not only well
fed, but they’re contributing toward the health of range lands.
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