
TO OUR READERS

CHANGES ARE coming to the printing of The
Pine Cone which could affect delivery schedules,
especially during the next few weeks.

Last Friday, The Californian announced it would
shut its Salinas printing plant Sept. 19, with produc-
tion of that newspaper and several other publications
owned by Gannett shifting to a new plant in San
Jose. Copies of the company’s flagship paper, USA
Today will also be printed at the San Jose plant for
distribution in northern California.

The Pine Cone is published by an independent,
locally owned company. But because it is printed by
The Californian, final production of The Pine Cone
print version will also be moved to San Jose. 
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Chelsie Hill,
who was para-
lyzed in a
February SUV
crash, is seeking
big money dam-
ages from the
driver of the
SUV, the teen
who hosted the
party before the
crash and the
teen’s mother.
Another passen-
ger who was
injured filed an
identical lawsuit. 
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Mom, driver sued over teen’s DUI wreck
ing tens of thousands of dollars for medical expenses, wage
loss and loss of earnings for the Feb. 21 crash in Skyline
Forest in which Hill was paralyzed from the waist down and
Wheeler received less serious injuries.

The documents, filed Aug. 30 in Monterey County
Superior Court, target Aaron Corn, who police say was drunk
when he crashed the Toyota 4Runner he was driving into a
tree while transporting Hill, Wheeler and two other teens. 

The personal injury suits also list as defendants
Christopher Veloz — the owner of the SUV who hosted a
party at his house before the crash — and Veloz’s mother,
Vicki Courtney, and stepfather, James Courtney, who co-own
the Toyota and own the house where the party was held.

They “negligently and carelessly entrusted and permitted
Corn to use the vehicle when they knew or reasonably should
have known he was not capable of driving due to his obvious
and apparent excessive level of alcohol ....” according to the
documents.

In their lawsuits, Hill and Wheeler also hold Veloz and the
Courtneys responsible for furnishing alcohol to Corn and
other teen partygoers and contend their actions “were a legal
cause” of Hill and Wheeler’s injuries.

Veloz and the Courtneys knew Corn did not have a valid
driver’s license and “had been recently discharged from an
alcohol rehabilitation program and was still on probation for
an alcohol-related criminal offense” at the time of the Feb. 21
crash, according to the suits.

The documents go on to say the family was aware that
Corn had been “the intoxicated driver in a serious solo vehi-
cle automobile accident.”

The filings, however, do not offer details of the prior
crash, which may have occurred when Corn was a minor.

According the the lawsuits, the defendants “negligently
and carelessly entrusted and/or permitted Aaron Corn the use
of that 1996 Toyota 4Runner.”

■ They could have prevented it, 
victims’ lawsuits claim

By KELLY NIX

THE PACIFIC Grove teenager paralyzed in a February
SUV accident and another passenger have filed lawsuits
against the alleged drunken driver of the SUV, the teen who
police say hosted a party where alcohol was served before the
crash and his mother and stepfather.

In separate but identical lawsuits, former P.G. High
School students Chelsie Hill and Matthew Wheeler are seek-

September Ranch
project reaches for the
finish line — again

By CHRIS COUNTS

TWELVE YEARS after first approving a housing
development at September Ranch, the Monterey
County Board of Supervisors will take another look at
it.

Despite pleas from attorneys and activists who criti-
cized the development, the Monterey County Planning
Commission voted 6-4 Tuesday to endorse the plan.
Now it’s up the supervisors to approve or deny it.

They last approved it in 2006, but that permit was
overturned after a lawsuit was filed by the Sierra Club
and others. In 2008, Monterey County Superior Court
Judge Susan Dauphine ruled that the project’s EIR was-
n’t adequate.

The present, scaled-down version of the project —
which was introduced in 1995 — includes 73 single-
family market-rate homes, 22 affordable units and 891
acres of open space. The ranch’s equestrian center,
which has long provided a scenic backdrop for part of
Carmel Valley Road, will remain. 

Representing landowner Jim Morgens, attorney Tony
Lombardo asked the planning commission to back the
plan, which the county’s planning staff also endorsed. 

Despite Lombardo’s contention that the water issues
regarding the project are settled, several speakers said
the project will draw water from the Carmel River
watershed, despite extensive studies that confirm the
development would tap into a separate aquifer.
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A Carmel Valley teenager is headed for a major horse show because
of beautiful jumps like this.

Carmel Valley girl is a
rising star at horse shows

By KELLY NIX

DEDICATION, LOTS of training and a good horse have helped
a young Carmel Valley eighth grader become a rising star in the
equestrian world.

Alexandra Ladove,13, began riding horses when she was just 7.
In five years, the Stevenson School student has proved herself in the
sport.

Two weeks ago, Ladove took her biggest win of her amateur
career by winning the CPHA Foundation Finals 14 and under cate-
gory at the Showpark Summer Classic II. 

“I did very well,” she told The Pine Cone. “I feel very confident
for the rest of the season.”

That win positioned her to compete — for the first time — in the
ASPCA Maclay Regional Finals at the Blenheim Fall Tournament in
San Juan Capistrano Sept. 18. That horse show will feature the best
riders on the West Coast. 
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Investigators stymied by fire-damaged house
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The fire that destroyed this Pacific Grove home started from
a heating pad, according to the woman who lived there.

By MARY BROWNFIELD

A HEATING pad might have started the fire that
destroyed a Lighthouse Avenue home Friday night, but
investigators won’t know for sure until they can get into
the house, which has been deemed unsafe, Monterey Fire
inspector David Reade said this week.

Homeowner Kim Tran reported she had been lying on
her couch with a heating pad on her arm in the upstairs
area of the house around 10 p.m. Sept. 3 when she
“noticed some sort of sparking and smoke” from the pad,
Reade said. “And then she saw flames.”

Tran grabbed a glass of water to try to douse the fire,
but it was already out of control, “because she had a lot of
combustibles around her — newspapers and things like
that,” he said. 

Reade wondered how the fire could have spread that
quickly and said Tran might have been asleep and been

Salyer home on bail
PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

FITTED WITH an electronic monitoring device to
make sure he doesn’t flee, former agribusiness tycoon
Scott Salyer was released last week from Sacramento
County Jail on bail for bribery and other charges.

Salyer, who is facing a possible life term in prison on
federal charges of bribery, price fixing and selling tainted
produce, had been in jail since January. He’s now residing
at his Pebble Beach home, under house arrest and only
allowed to leave under special circumstances.

Though federal prosecutors have argued since his
arrest that Salyer is a flight risk and could try to leave the
country to dodge charges, U.S. District Judge Lawrence
K. Karlton allowed him to post about $6 million in bail. 
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