
■ Criminal illegals identified

By KELLY NIX

A PROGRAM launched in Monterey
County six months ago that allows the sharing
of fingerprints to track serious criminals who
are in the country illegally recently identified a
man convicted of sexually abusing a child four
years ago, according to an immigration official.

The program, Secure Communities, runs
arrestees’ fingerprints against FBI criminal his-
tory records and a U.S. Customs Enforcement
database to determine if those arrested are sub-
ject to deportation.

“The goal is to ensure we are using every
tool and capability to identify and remove seri-
ous criminal aliens,” U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement spokeswoman Virginia
Kice told The Pine Cone Wednesday.

The program, first introduced nationally in
2008, was brought to Monterey County in
April.

“The Secure Communities program has
been highly successful and very effective,”
Sheriff Mike Kanalakis said. 

The program, which also determines if a
suspect has been arrested before, worked two
weeks ago to identify a man who was booked into Monterey
County Jail on suspicion of sexual abuse of a minor, accord-
ing to Kice, who provided details to The Pine Cone. 

During the suspect’s booking on Sept. 21, ICE used the
fingerprint-sharing database to verify his identity. The check
revealed the man was a felon convicted of sexually abusing a
child in 2006 and had been deported to Mexico.
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The new underpass beneath Carmel Valley Road for the Carmel Hill and
River Bicycle Trail is an impressive sight. It opened officially Sept. 23, but
so far hardly anybody is using it. Built at a cost to taxpayers of $1.2 mil-
lion, the trail links Hatton Canyon to Rio Road. Eventually, it is planned to
connect to Carmel Valley, the Carmel River Lagoon and Palo Corona
Regional Park.
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A concrete pouring rig looms over the construction
site of the Cottages at Carmel assisted living facili-
ty project. Its owner, Don Houpt of Carmel, said the
project should be completed by next summer.

Dreams A CELEBRATION OF THE CARMEL L IFES T YLE -  A SPECIAL SECT ION INSIDE THIS WEEK!

In Your

By MARY BROWNFIELD

CARMEL RESIDENTS will continue voting for their
mayor and two council members in April of even years,
just as they have done since 1920, and the city will proba-
bly hire an outside contractor to conduct the elections.

The council made those decisions Tuesday after deter-
mining that paying Monterey County Elections to preside
over an April vote would be too expensive, and combining
the Carmel race with the statewide general election in
November could cause it to get lost in the shuffle. A
November vote would also put an end to the tradition of a
community party and counting ballots in city hall.

City decides to stick
with April election

By MARY BROWNFIELD

DESPITE THE recommendation of its planning
department and over the vehement objections of one resi-
dent who called the birds “noisy, smelly and needy,” the
Carmel City Council unanimously decided Tuesday that
residents should be allowed to keep a couple of chickens
at home.

The new law would overturn a 41-year-old ordinance
prohibiting barnyard fowl within the city limits, and plan-
ning and building services manager Sean Conroy recom-
mended maintaining the bird ban and denying the request
from resident Anna Yateman, who wants the law changed.
“Allowing chickens could impact the residential character
of the city and increase the workload of the animal control
department,” he said in his Oct. 5 report.

Because Carmel has small lots and minimal space
between homes, permitting hens “could lead to requests to
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Big news: Something is being built
By CHRIS COUNTS

IT’S A rarity in the water-starved Monterey Peninsula, but just off
Carmel Valley Road at the mouth of the valley, a 43,400-square-foot, 64-
unit assisted care facility is under con-
struction on a 4.5-acre parcel. According
to its developer, Cottages of Carmel is the
largest project under construction in
Monterey County.

The project, which dates back to at
least 1993, encountered opposition in
2003 over its plan to use recycled graywa-
ter for landscaping, in addition to traffic
and other environmental concerns. It was
finally approved by the Monterey County
Board of Supervisors in 2004.

In 2006, the property’s owner, Elvira
Gamboa, sold it for $2.1 million to a group
of local investors, who were later bought
out by one of their partners, Don Houpt.

While the work by Rushforth Construction started in July, the project
was hard not to notice last week as a concrete pouring rig — at 60-feet
high — towered over neighboring Brinton’s. The work is highly visible
from Carmel Valley Road.

“We’re finishing up pouring concrete floor slabs,” Houpt told The Pine
Cone this week. “The wood framing for the cottages will begin in about a

The man — whom ICE did not identify — had used at least
two aliases during previous encounters with law enforcement
officers, according to ICE. The man is currently being held
pending local charges with an ICE hold in place in order to
deport him after his case has been resolved.
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Concrete is 
being poured
and soon nails
will even be
hammered

■ A violinist in your guest cottage?

By MARY BROWNFIELD

WHEN THE 100 talented musicians arrive from
all over the world to make the Carmel Bach Festival
excel each summer, they all need somewhere to stay.
With the Great Recession’s arrival two years ago,
organizers began turning to a decades-old tradition
that had faded over the years: asking community
members to donate housing during the festival.

“Early on, 50 years ago, that’s the way it operated,
and then slowly over time as the festival grew, the
donated housing dropped,” explained development

Bach Fest seeks free
housing for musicians

See FEST page 10A


