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This mini golf course in a Pebble Beach front yard must be
removed, according to the coastal commission.

PHOTO/KELLY NIX

Art collector Ralph Kennaugh, attorney Chris Cayce and Angelo
Amadio address news reporters at the Monterey courthouse
October 5.

Sheriff asks court to throw out art heist lawsuit
By KELLY NIX

THE DEFAMATION lawsuit filed in September by
former Pebble Beach residents Ralph Kennaugh and
Angelo Amadio against Monterey County Sheriff Mike
Kanalakis and Cmdr. Mike Richards is really just an effort
to intimidate the sheriff’s office and should be thrown out
of court right away, according to attorney Neil Shapiro,
who has filed a motion to dismiss the suit.

In Sept. 2009, Amadio and Kennaugh announced they
were victims of a massive art heist from their P.B. rental
home.

But after investigating the alleged theft, the sheriff’s
department concluded it wasn’t real, and in press confer-
ences with reporters, Richards accused the two men —
who claimed an estimated $27 million to $80 million in
art had been stolen — of insurance fraud, and called the
alleged heist a “scam” and part of a “criminal enterprise.” 

On Sept. 30, Kennaugh and Amadio filed a defamation
lawsuit against Kanalakis, Richards and Monterey County,
claiming the statements tarnished their reputations.

COASTAL COMMISSION
TRIES HARDER TO SHUT
DOWN MINI GOLF COURSE

■ New lawsuit tries to force 
homeowners to switch to native plants

By PAUL MILLER

THE THREE-HOLE golf course in the front yard of a
home on 17 Mile Drive is tiny, but the California Coastal
Commission is waging a Titanic battle to have it removed,
including a new lawsuit which seeks as much as $20 million
in fines and penalties because Robert and Maureen Feduniak
have kept the golf course, including “watering and mowing
the turf grass,” even after losing an earlier court fight over it.

The mini golf course was built in 1985 and had been in
place 15 years when the Feduniaks bought the home at 3145
17 Mile Drive for $13 million in 2000. At the time, they had
no knowledge there was a 1983 conservation easement on the
property which required it to be landscaped with native
species, court records show.

The buyers didn’t know
But just a year after they moved in, a forester with the Del

Monte Forest Foundation notified the Feduniaks their mini
golf course violated the conservation easement. And a few
months later, he also notified the coastal commission, which
had limited the landscaping to native plants as a condition of
a 1983 permit for the home.

In 2002, the coastal commission issued a “cease and

Judge finds enough 
evidence for Pollacci trial

By PAUL MILLER

Warning: Contains adult content

‘THIS LOOKS like it will be an interesting trial.”
That’s what Monterey County Superior Court Judge

Terrance Duncan said Friday after ordering former Pebble
Beach resident Tom Pollacci to stand trial on three new
felony rape charges.

The judge made the ruling based on testimony from two
investigators for the Monterey County District Attorney’s
Office who summarized what is a very different case than the
one that ended in Pollacci being convicted in April and sen-
tenced to eight years in prison for raping an acquaintance
inside his family’s Pacific Grove liquor store in the spring of
2008.

In the earlier case, Pollacci was found guilty of raping
Jane Doe 5 after befriending her. But testimony in that trial
showed that Jane Doe 5 had nothing more than a neighborly
relationship with Pollacci, who lived near her on Treasure
Road in Pebble Beach. When she suffered a serious

CHP identifies driver
in Big Sur accident

By CHRIS COUNTS

NINE DAYS after a car accident that seriously
injured Carmel gallery owner and fine art photograph-
er Rachael Short, the California Highway Patrol
announced that it has identified the driver of the vehi-
cle she was traveling in.

CHP spokesman Bob Lehman said 30-year-old Big
Sur resident Myles Lerner will be charged with felony
hit-and-run when he is apprehended. The CHP is ask-
ing the public to call the agency at (831) 796-2160 if
anyone knows of Lerner’s whereabouts.

The accident, on Monday, Nov. 1, at about 12:30
a.m., occurred on Highway 1, a short distance south of
the Henry Miller Library. The 28-year-old Short was a
passenger in a 2005 Toyota SUV that crossed over a
double yellow line and crashed into an embankment on
the east side of the road. No other vehicle was involved
in the crash, and two other passengers walked away
from the accident. The driver, meanwhile, fled the
scene on foot.

Short was airlifted by a CalStar helicopter to Santa

By KELLY NIX

PACIFIC GROVE police have made good on a threat to
sue the city over a citizen-backed initiative the city council
enacted in July that reduces the amount the city contributes
to officers’ pensions. 

In a lawsuit filed Nov. 3, the Pacific Grove Police
Officers’ Association targets the ordinance, which caps the
city’s contribution to an employee’s pension plan at 10 per-
cent of workers’ salaries. 

Voters agreed with the council’s decision and on Nov. 2
overwhelmingly voted in favor of a measure to amend the
city’s charter to allow for the ordinance.

The city currently contributes 9 percent for general
employees and 19 percent for police officers.

Unconstitutional pension cuts?
The PGPOA’s 26-page lawsuit, which names P.G. city

manager Tom Frutchey and every city council member,
alleges unfair labor practices and asks a judge to find that the
council’s ordinance is unconstitutional. 

“The retirement contribution ordinance exceeds the initia-
tive power of the people and violates the city’s charter and is
therefore invalid and unenforceable,” according to the suit
filed in Monterey County Superior Court.

The lawsuit — filed by Sacramento attorney Christopher

P.G. police sue
over pension cuts

SUPERVISORS OKAY SEPTEMBER RANCH AGAIN

■ But developer not ready to celebrate

By CHRIS COUNTS

WILL THIS time be a charm for the September Ranch?
For the third time since it was introduced in 1995, the

Monterey County Board of Supervisors Tuesday approved
Jim Morgens’ Carmel Valley project, which aims to build 73
single-family market-rate homes and 22 affordable units, and
preserve 891 acres of open space. The ranch’s equestrian cen-
ter, which has long provided a scenic backdrop for motorists
traveling on Carmel Valley Road, will remain. 

The project was approved by a 3 to 2 vote. Meeting in
Salinas, supervisors Fernando Armenta, Lou Calcagno and
Simon Salinas supported the development, while supervisors
Dave Potter and Jane Parker opposed it.

Morgens was pleased with the vote, but he’s in no hurry to
celebrate.

“I’m not drinking Champagne yet,” Morgens told The

Pine Cone after the hearing. “I’m feeling pretty good right
now, but I’ve been here twice before.”

Morgens’ project was last approved by the board of super-
visors in 2006, but that permit was overturned by a lawsuit.
Meanwhile, in 2008, Monterey County Superior Court Judge
Susan Dauphine ruled that the project’s EIR wasn’t adequate. 

The project has been the subject of so much contention in
Carmel Valley that it became a focal point of last year’s incor-
poration election debate. So it came as no surprise that pas-
sions flared during the public comment portion of Tuesday’s
hearing.

Rewarding bad behavior?
Activist Patricia Bernardi repeated her assertion that

Morgens overwatered his property for years to create an
inflated baseline for his water use. She called the lower por-
tion of his property the “Carmel Valley car wash.”

“I’m asking you not to reward bad behavior,” Bernardi
said to the supervisors. “The water issue has never been
resolved.”

Bob Sinotte, though, argued that the project is just what

See PENSIONS page 24A

Get your complete Carmel Pine Cone every Thursday evening in convenient pdf format via email. Free subscriptions available at www.carmelpinecone.com.


