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■ Conservancy plans removal
of San Clemente Dam by 2015

By PAUL MILLER

AN 89-YEAR-OLD dam on the Carmel
River will be torn down to improve earthquake
safety and habitat, according to a detailed pro-
posal unveiled at two public meetings this week.

In front of audiences that were sometimes
skeptical but more often supportive, officials
with the California Coastal Conservancy and the
National Marine Fisheries Service painted the
$83 million San Clemente Dam Removal project
in idyllic terms, and without any reference to the
federal and state budget crises.

“We’re very excited about this plan, and we’re
at the stage where it’s not ‘if,’ but ‘how and
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San Clemente Dam (lower right of picture) is slated to be removed at a cost
of $83 million, while a new desal plant in Marina and related facilities are
estimated to cost $403 million. Both projects are moving forward quickly.
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$486 million pricetag as river projects move closer to reality
■ PUC OKs Marina desal plant

By KELLY NIX

A NEW water project for the Monterey Peninsula
became a much more real possibility Thursday, when state
public utilities commissioners approved the Regional Water
Project — estimated by the California Public Utilities
Commission to cost $403 million, but which another esti-
mate says could reach $500
million.

CPUC commissioners in
San Francisco voted 4-1 to
approve a public/private part-
nership to construct and oper-
ate a regional desalination
project in Marina that would
solve one of the Peninsula’s
decades-old water problems:
overpumping of the Carmel
River, which has been the
Monterey Peninsula’s primary
water source since at least the
1920s.

“Today’s decision balances the need for adequate water
with the need to provide water at a reasonable price,” said
CPUC Commissioner John A. Bohn, who drew up the water
agreement his colleagues approved.

Fresno gang members in nasty Peninsula crime spree
■ Big Sur resident barely escapes with life

By CHRIS COUNTS

FIVE REPUTED members of the notorious Fresno
Bulldogs street gang were arrested near San Simeon Sunday
after fleeing police in Pacific Grove, escaping down
Highway 1, robbing a Gorda gas station and trying to shoot a
Big Sur resident who was watching a DVD in his car. 

The spree ended in gunfire, leaving one of the suspects
injured.

The three men and two women — Flora Encinia, 32; Joe

Hernandez, 28; Ramiro Vasquez, 22; Manual Del Real, 21;
and Delia Pena, 21, all of Fresno — were each charged with
three felony counts of attempted murder, one felony count of
armed robbery and one felony count of attempted armed rob-
bery, according to the San Luis Obispo Sheriff’s Office.
Hernandez was also charged with felony possession of a con-
trolled substance.

The crime spree began in Pacific Grove near the intersec-
tion of Central and Eardley avenues at about 7:30 p.m. when
a police officer attempted to pull over a black Lincoln
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A local plan
approved as is,
but with big
questions 
about costs

CFD’s future hinges on retirement costs, ambulance
By MARY BROWNFIELD

CARMEL’S FIRE department is a local institution,
with its 73-year-old firehouse on Sixth Avenue and its
quick response times in a city where most homes have
names instead of numbers. 

But with costs of maintaining it as a stand-alone depart-
ment going through the roof, the city is studying options
for its future — including contracting with Cal Fire or the
City of Monterey to run it, or joining several other fire
departments to form a single agency. 

Because of the complexity of the options, they should
be presented for extensive discussion at a city council
workshop sometime this month or next, Carmel city
administrator Rich Guillen said Wednesday. He hopes the
council will set a date for the debate during its regular
meeting Dec. 7.

“Because it has been such a long time trying to get to
where we are, and it’s such a complicated issue, we will
probably have a town-hall meeting or a workshop,” he said,
instead of hashing it out at the council’s monthly meeting.

The debate over how best to operate the department
began shortly after CFD Chief Bill Hill retired in 2001. To
save the expense of a full-time chief, the city hired then-

Carmel Valley Fire Chief Sidney Reade to oversee the fire
department. In 2004, the city contracted then-P.G. Fire
Chief Andrew Miller to step in.

Questions need answers
Monterey Fire Department took over PGFD in late

2008, and Carmel has continued contracting with
Monterey for the services of its chief and other administra-
tors. Their agreement is set to expire at the end of the year,
but Guillen said Monterey agreed to a one-month extension
in hopes the workshop will yield action on a long-term
solution after he lays out all the options and their estimat-
ed costs.

He wouldn’t reveal the dollar amounts, which haven’t
been finalized, but said operating CFD as a stand-alone
agency is likely cost prohibitive, and forming a regional
department isn’t feasible at this point, because Seaside fire-
fighters aren’t willing to participate. Contracting with
another agency, such as Cal Fire or the City of Monterey,
or even a merger, seems the most likely option.

But councilmen Jason Burnett and Ken Talmage want
some critical questions answered before they vote on any

FOUR LAWSUITS TAKE AIM

AT COUNTY GENERAL PLAN

By CHRIS COUNTS

THE LEGAL floodgates opened last week as four law-
suits were filed against Monterey County for its new general
plan. The suits were filed Nov. 24 — the last day legal action
could be taken against the plan.

Lawsuits filed independently by The Carmel Valley
Association, LandWatch Monterey County and The Open
Monterey Project each argue that the new general plan per-
mits too much development accompanied by too much dam-
age to the environment.

The fourth lawsuit, filed in tandem by the Monterey
County Farm Bureau and the Salinas Valley Water Coalition,
objects to conditions in the new general plan that could
restrict access to water farmers say they’ve already paid for.

The general plan was unanimously approved Oct. 26 by
the Monterey County Board of Supervisors.

Family pines for 
terrier lost by groomer

By MARY BROWNFIELD

A SOUTHERN California couple are distraught
over the loss of their little fox terrier, Roxy, who escaped
through the open door of a San Carlos Street pet spa
Saturday.

“I got a call within five minutes from one of the
groomers panicking saying Roxy had gotten out of the
front door,” said Jeff Baptie, who had taken the terrier
and his other dog, a black Lab named Daisy, to
Signature Paw Spa for baths Nov. 27. The woman
reportedly chased the dog for a few blocks through
downtown toward the beach, and later tried driving
around the area in search of her, but she eventually
stopped and returned to work.
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