
By MARY BROWNFIELD

THE 911 call from a driver on Fisher Drive in Carmel
was alarming: His passenger was unconscious.

And when Monterey County Sheriff’s Deputy Bryan
Hoskins was the first to arrive at the parked vehicle shortly
after 10 p.m. Saturday, he immediately got to work trying to
save 18-year-old Juan Jonsson’s life.

“Mr. Jonsson was unconscious and not breathing,”
recounted Cmdr. Tracy Brown. “Deputy
Hoskins administered rescue breathing to him

Carmel-by-the-Sea cofounder Frank
Devendorf — died last Wednesday
at her home in San Francisco. She
was 86.

“Where do you start?” asked her
son, winery owner and winemaker
Jack Galante. “Mom was a rare rare
breed. They don’t come like my
mom.”

He went on to describe her as “an
incredible humanitarian,” and “a
lady of incredible elegance,” who
would spend one day hobnobbing
with high society and the next day
“putting on her jeans and boots on
and going hiking in the Sierra, get-
ting on her horse and branding cat-
tle, or working in the garden.” 

She was was well grounded and
“never wanted to direct any attention

he has begun collecting a $167,000 annual pension.
One speaker even compared the park district board to the

now-infamous Bell city council, whose members were arrest-
ed for approving bloated salaries, and said he hoped the park
district’s payouts would end in prosecution. 

A board member, though, defended the actions of himself
and his colleagues, pointing out that under Donofrio’s lead-
ership, the park district has doubled in size and — in sharp

contrast to many other agencies — has a surplus of
taxpayers’ money in the bank.

But after the meeting, the park district board pres-
ident told The Pine Cone he’s not sure the district
will be able to meet its future pension obligations.

Written by local real estate broker Peter Baird,
Sunday’s commentary in the Herald — entitled, “The
park board spends your money freely” — appeared
just a day before the park district’s board meeting at
Seaside City Hall. Baird urged  citizens to attend the
meeting to express their displeasure, and that’s what
they did. 

Public sounds off over pay
Donofrio’s generous pay and benefits weren’t on

the agenda, but during the public comment period a
dramatic scene unfolded. With Donofrio sitting at
the dais, calmly reading and keeping his eyes away
from the audience, nine different speakers expressed
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Uproar over park district GM’s payout

PHOTO/CHRIS COUNTS

With his hefty pension already in effect, in addition to a $130-per-hour
consulting contract, Joe Donofrio didn’t let the furor at Monday’s park
board meeting disturb his reading.

By CHRIS COUNTS

SPURRED ON by a hard-hitting citizen’s commentary
published in The Monterey County Herald Dec. 5, residents
blasted the Monterey Peninsula Regional Park District board
of directors Monday over the salary and benefits of recently
retired general manager Joe Donofrio, who is now working
for the park district as a $130-an-hour consultant, even while

Judge tosses art
heist defamation suit

By KELLY NIX

A MONTEREY County Superior Court judge last
week threw out a defamation lawsuit by two former
Pebble Beach men who say they were the victims of a
multimillion dollar art heist.

It took Judge Lydia Villarreal a little more than 20
minutes to find that the lawsuit filed by Ralph
Kennaugh and Angelo
Amadio against the
Monterey County
Sheriff’s Office had no
probability of succeed-
ing on its merits and was
just an effort to intimi-
date the sheriff’s depart-
ment from speaking its
mind.

Christopher Cayce,
attorney for Kennaugh
and Amadio, conceded
that law enforcement officials are generally immune
from suits over their public statements about investiga-
tions, but argued that sheriff’s Cmdr. Mike Richards’
claim at a news conference that the reported art thefts
were a “scam” was so egregiously wrong as to nullify
that immunity.

However, he offered no evidence that Richards was
wrong, much less that the reported thefts were real. And
Villarreal said it wouldn’t matter anyway.

“Even if [the sheriff’s] actions were malicious and
without probable cause,” Villarreal said, “they’re
immune.” 

In Sept. 2009, Amadio and Kennaugh told the sher-
iff ’s office someone broke into their Pebble Beach rental
home and took an impressive collection of two dozen
works by Rembrandt, Renoir, Matisse, Jackson Pollock,

City founder’s dynamic
granddaughter dies at 86

By MARY BROWNFIELD

JANE GALANTE — an avid
musician, teacher, scholar, outdoor-
swoman and granddaughter of
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For the first
time, owners
show photos of
works they say 
were stolen

Deputy saves overdose victim and then arrests him
and got him to breath on his own.”

After reviving the Salinas man, Hoskins searched him,
looking for identification or Medic Alert information,
according to Brown. Instead, he found cocaine and heroin.

Evidently, Jonsson had overdosed on the drugs. So the
ambulance crew also on scene injected him with Narcan, a
drug that reverses the effects of opioid overdose.

“It’s unbelievably effective,” Brown said of the drug. “I’ve
seen people get up and run after getting a shot of this stuff.”

SPA OWNER: CUSTOMER

LET OWN DOG ESCAPE
By MARY BROWNFIELD

THE ORANGE County man blaming a Carmel
pet spa for the loss of his fox terrier over
Thanksgiving weekend was in fact responsible for
his dog’s escape, according to Signature Paw Spa
owner Tonya Montgomery.

“We didn’t lose his dog,” she said Wednesday.
“He did.”

According to Montgomery’s account, Jeff Baptie
brought his two dogs — the terrier named Roxy,
and Daisy, a black Lab — into the business the
morning of Nov. 27 for bathing and grooming.
When he arrived for the appointment, he brought
his dogs into the lobby, with neither of them on a
leash. 

And he left the front door open when he left,
Montgomery said.
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Padres come up
short in football
championship

By CHRIS COUNTS

AFTER RUNNING up a 21-point lead by
halftime, the Carmel High School football team
faltered in the second half before losing to Scared
Heart Prep 39-32 in Saturday’s Central Coast
Section Division IV championship game at
Westmont High in Campbell.

After taking home last year’s crown, the Padres
looked primed to win their second straight title.
They came into the game with an 11-1 record after
defeating Half Moon Bay High School in a wild
game just a week ago that saw Carmel High
rebound from a 21-point second-half deficit.


