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By CHRIS COUNTS

A LOCAL skydiving instructor is an overnight
Internet sensation but is also in a load of trouble for jump-
ing off the Bixby Bridge.

Steve Jester, 46, was arrested Dec. 8 after leaping from
the bridge with a specialized parachute despite a warning
that he would be arrested. 

While others have jumped from equally dramatic
ledges, Jester’s leap was extraordinary for at least two rea-
sons: First, an accomplice captured the entire episode with
a video camera and posted it Dec. 13 on YouTube. And,
second, in the video a California Highway Patrolman is
standing just a few steps away.

Forty-eight hours after the video was posted, it had
more than 44,000 hits. By the next afternoon, more than
200,000 had viewed the two-minute-50-second clip.

The video begins with a seemingly drunk Jester stag-
gering around a turnout just north of the bridge and mum-
bling a variety of semi-coherent thoughts. Then he walks
out on the bridge, seemingly oblivious to passing cars.
Next, he unfurls his seven-cell basejumping parachute over
the side and climbs up on the bridge’s railing. He stumbles
before steadying himself and surveys the scene below.

Any possibility that Jester’s jump would go unnoticed
by authorities disappeared when a highway patrol car  —
which just happened to be in the vicinity — enters the
video, and officer Ben Grasmuck announces over his loud-
speaker, “Don’t even think about it. Pull your crap back,
now.”

Jester sees the vehicle and laughs, “We’re so busted.”
Then he adds, “I’m going to do it anyway.”

With his SUV stopped in the middle of the bridge and
his lights flashing, Grasmuck exits his vehicle and walks
over to Jester, who’s organizing his colorful chute and

See JUMPER page 13A

His moment of “glory” captured for all time in a YouTube
video, Steve Jester jumps off Bixby Creek Bridge Dec. 8,
right in front of a CHP officer, and floats to the beach below.
Later he was charged with several misdemeanors and
felonies

Daring, drunken leap makes man a YouTube hit Donofrio giving 
up ritzy contract

By CHRIS COUNTS

AMID A public furor over his generous salary and
retirement package, former Monterey Peninsula Regional
Park District general manager Joe Donofrio will step down
from his $130-an-hour consulting contract with the agency
Jan. 7, park district spokesman Lewis Leader confirmed.

When he retired Sept. 30, 58-year-old Donofrio was mak-
ing $349,000 per year in salary and benefits to manage a
park district with just 16 employees. His retirement package
provides him with lifetime medical and dental coverage, as
well as an annual pension that could rise to as high as
$375,000 when he is 85.

Email announces departure
Donofrio reportedly informed park district employees of

his decision to end the consulting deal in an email dated Dec.
10, just four days after members of the public expressed out-
rage over his pay at a park district board meeting. One speak-
er at the meeting even compared the park district board to the
infamous Bell City Council, whose members were arrested
for approving exorbitant salaries.

CARMEL SANDS PROJECT

GETS FINAL COUNCIL OK
By MARY BROWNFIELD

WITH FINAL approval of the document listing the rea-
sons why they denied resident Barbara Livingston’s appeal
and approved the development plans for the Carmel Sands
Lodge at San Carlos and Fifth last week, members of the
Carmel City Council paved the way for either construction or
a lawsuit.

Property owner David How plans to demolish the existing
42-room hotel and construct a new boutique hotel in its
place, including a 64-space underground garage, a restaurant,
a day spa and two shops. He initiated the project in March
2008, and architect Eric Miller made numerous revisions to
the plans as a result of feedback from the city and the public
during the next couple of years.

The planning commission finally approved the hotel plans
and an initial environmental study in July, but Livingston
appealed on multiple grounds, principally that commission-
ers erroneously failed to require a full-blown environmental
impact report for the project. 

By MARY BROWNFIELD

A MONTEREY man choking on a piece of steak at a
hotel Friday night may owe his life to the Carmel police offi-
cer who realized he couldn’t breathe and performed the
Heimlich Maneuver to dis-
lodge it.

Officer Greg Johnson
was in the police station
when he heard a radio call
for a fire engine and ambu-
lance to be dispatched to La
Playa Hotel at Camino Real
and Eighth for a man having
a heart attack in the bar. He
got there before the fire
department arrived.

“A citizen stated he had
gone unconscious twice and
fallen, and they also said
they thought he was chok-
ing,” Johnson said. Someone
had tried to perform the
Heimlich on him, but with-
out results. 

The man somehow got
back up and, “when I saw him, he was standing. I asked him
if he was choking, and he didn’t say anything,” Johnson said. 

Cop saves choking victim

Greg Johnson

See SAVED page 10A

■ Company says its hands are tied

By KELLY NIX

A WATER moratorium on the Monterey Peninsula
has already been in place since 1995, except for a tiny bit
in the hands of government agencies and a few property
owners. This week, California American Water officials
got an earful from homeowners, elected officials and oth-
ers about a new moratorium that would cut off access even
to those small amounts of available H2O.

Cal Am contends a complete moratorium, which it is
asking the California Public Utilities Commission to
approve, is necessary to comply with a cease and desist
order issued by the State Water Resources Control Board
in 2009 that limits the amount the water company can
divert from the Carmel River, the Monterey Peninsula’s
primary water source.

But at the first of two public hearings at Monterey City
Hall Monday, Peninsula residents and mayors told an
administrative law judge with the PUC that a moratorium

See DONOFRIO page 14A

See WATER page 12A

See SANDS page 10ASee AWOL page 10A

Cal Am lambasted over proposed moratorium
could have drastic consequences.

“Businesses are struggling enough as it is in this econ-
omy,” Monterey resident and realtor Kim DiBenedetto
told judge Gary Weatherford, “and to put further restric-
tions seems unjust.”

If granted by the PUC, the moratorium would prohibit
new service connections or increased water usage at exist-
ing service addresses resulting from a change in zoning or
use. It would also prevent cities from using their allocated
portions of water for important development projects.

‘Fighting it in court’
But Cal Am spokeswoman Catherine Bowie said the

company’s hands are tied, because it’s being forced to
comply with the water board’s demands.

“Obviously, we don’t support this cease and desist
order, and we are fighting it in court,” Bowie told The
Pine Cone after the meeting. “But in the meantime, we
have to comply with it.”

Get your complete Carmel Pine Cone every Thursday evening in convenient pdf format via email. Free subscriptions available at www.carmelpinecone.com.

Accused driver in fatal DUI accident goes AWOL
By MARY BROWNFIELD

MARK HUDSON, the Big Sur resident accused of
killing a 17-year-old girl in a DUI accident on Highway 1 in
August 2008, failed to appear in court this week, prompting

Monterey County Superior Court Judge Terrance Duncan to
issue a $500,000 bench warrant for his arrest.

Hudson was supposed to be in court Wednesday, but his
attorney, Larry Biegel, arrived in Salinas without him,
according to deputy district attorney Doug Matheson.
Duncan had ordered Biegel to bring Hudson to the hearing
because he allegedly violated the terms of his bail by driving
drunk Oct. 13 in a city near Sacramento.

“He allegedly drank alcoholic beverages and was arrested
by Elk Grove police,” Matheson said. “He was stopped for
DUI, he failed field sobriety tests, admitted he had been
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open 7 days a week
friday & saturday until 8pm

new location

CARMEL REALTY COMPANY
ESTABLISHED 1913

COURTNEY GOLDING JONES
Third Generation Monterey Peninsula Resident
Second Generation Realtor
www.courtneygjones.com

831 233 4839
DRE #01806907

Who’s Who in Luxury Real Estate’s
Outstanding Rookie for 2010

Largest Selection of  

Fine Furnishings, Home Decor &

Lighting in Northern California

OPPLETON’S
www.poppletonshome.com

2 9 9  L I G H T H O U S E ,  M O N T E R E Y   8 3 1  6 4 9  3 0 8 3  

Support Pine Cone advertisers. Shop locally.

111 The Crossroads in Carmel / 624.4112 / Treadmill.com / Hours: Mon.–Sat. 10 to 6, Sun. 12 to 5

Holiday

FUN
anyone?

Best Brands, Selection, Service!
Gift

Certificates
& Free

Gift Boxing
Available.

MERRELL Encore Ice

UGG Ascot

UGG Caspia

NEW
SHIPMENT

JUST
ARRIVED!

VIBRAM
FIVE FINGERS
Bikila

ACORN Tex Moc

Hearthrob actor Josh Duhamel suddenly
dropped in at Lallapalooza on Alvarado Street last
weekend. The star of “Transformers” and husband
of pop star Fergie was described as “really nice
and friendly” by the restaurant’s lucky customers.
He also reportedly posed for lots of photos (see
below).

Former major league baseball star J.T. Snow
and current big-leaguer Troy Glaus hit the links at
Monterey Peninsula Country Club Dec. 5.

Josh Duhamel with the crowd at Lallapalooza.

Celebrity Sightings!

Do you have an interesting and exclusive
celebrity sighting to report? Send an email to
mail@carmelpinecone.com or call (831) 274-8653.
We will pay $25 for each sighting we publish.
Pictures are welcome, too!

LORA HENDERSON, 5, is a Pacific Grove beagle
with a winsome smile and sweet disposition who is
confidant in the knowledge she’s the boss at home.

She comes to Carmel five times a week with Mom
Yelena, who has yoga classes here. Lora loves Carmel
Beach, Asilomar Beach and Washington Park in P.G. for
runs and strolls with Mom and Dad William, who
retired this year. On her beach runs, Lora is so thrilled
with being off leash and running with the wind and sun
playing about her streaked-back ears, she can’t contain
herself and barks with joy.

She also has a buddy named Harley who lives close
by and who sometimes accompanies her on walks.
Mom said the two dogs get into “loving battles” that
look like real fights but are just the dogs’ way of show-

ing their joie de vivre , because they come away from
the rough play merry of heart and totally unscathed. 

At home, Lora has two beds — one in the living
room on the new couch and one in Mom and Dad’s
bedroom. She’s not supposed to sit on the couch itself,
but when Mom and Dad go out, she takes advantage
of their absence by becoming Queen of the Hill. When
they return, she’s almost always on the back of the
couch from which she can observe passersby.

Lora’s favorite foods are chicken strips and chicken
cooked in bouillon. Raw carrots are another treat:
Lying down, she holds the carrot between her paws
“like a candle” and snacks on it. 

At night, Lora sleeps in her bed in her folks’ room,
but at about 5:30 a.m. she climbs in with them and
sleeps between them — not alongside, but stretched
out horizontally, crowding both Mom and Dad to the
edges of the bed — another little way of saying, “I’m the
boss.”

Best of 
Sandy Claws

By Margot Petit Nichols
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HERE’S A look at some of the significant calls logged by the
Carmel-by-the-Sea Police Department, the Carmel Fire
Department and the Monterey County Sheriff’s Office last

week. This week’s log was
compiled by Mary
Brownfield.

THANKSGIVING

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Male
walked into the fire station
with an injury to his left hand.
Attended to patient and ban-
daged hand. Patient refused
transport to the hospital and
signed a medical release.

Pacific Grove: Dispatched
to a verbal argument between
a male and a female on Surf
Avenue. He stated he no
longer wanted the female
friend in the house. She was
unhappy because she was
asked to leave after doing
many favors for him. She was
asked to pack up her few per-
sonal belongings and drive to
her mother’s house, where she
resides. Male was under the
influence of prescription
meds due to handicap and was
asked not to drive. Both par-
ties were separated without
further incident.

Pacific Grove: A 21-year-
old female suspect was con-
tacted during a traffic
enforcement stop on Central
Avenue. Driver was found to
be intoxicated and was arrest-
ed. 

Carmel Valley: Schulte
Road resident reported her
15-year-old daughter to be a
runaway.

Carmel Valley: Person
requested deputies contact a
subject she says was excluded
from being around her chil-
dren on Thanksgiving on fam-
ily court orders. South
Carolina resident could not
provide any information about
the documents. Monterey
County records could not
locate any court orders based
on the information provided.
Attempt to contact the La
Rancheria resident will take
place at a later and reasonable
hour. Case continues.

Carmel area: Resident
reported receiving several
annoying phone calls on her
residential phone.

Carmel area: A Seaside
resident was contacted stand-
ing next to a truck on Village
Drive the suspect was claim-
ing to own. Subject was found
to have two driver’s license
suspensions and was given
written notification of the sus-
pensions. Although the sus-
pect had keys to the truck, it
was not proof of ownership.
The truck was towed for
expired registration over six
months.

FRIDAY,
NOVEMBER 26

Carmel-by-the-Sea: A
Colorado probationer was
contacted on Junipero and

See POLICE LOG
page 5RE

Little girl lost but
found her way home
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Police &
Sheriff’s Log

Voted Best BBQ 2010
Carmel Pine Cone

Holiday
Platters!

Pick-Up or Delivery

401 Lighthouses Ave. (at Drake)
New Monterey
www.HenrysFamousBBQ.com

831-646-6999

Cozy Indoor Diningand aPet Friendly Patio
Christmas Catering Available

WE CARE ABOUT WATER. IT’S WHAT WE DO.

Emergency responders
ready for storms

WITH STRONG winds and heavy rains a possibility for
this weekend, the Emergency Operations center in the base-
ment of Carmel Police Department is ready for activation,
should storms cause widespread power outages, flooding or
other problems, according to Cmdr. Mike Calhoun. The
Carmel Youth Center next door could serve as an emergency
shelter, if needed, he said.

“The EOC is in ready mode,” he added.
The city has an extensive plan for dealing with all sorts of

emergencies, including storm-related damage and disasters.
The department is located at Junipero and Fourth and can be
reached by calling (831) 624-6403. In case of emergency, of
course, residents should dial 911.
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Plastic bag ban on the way?

One Stop Shopping for Your Lifestyle

546 Carmel Rancho Shopping Center

25%
Off

Storewide

Plus:

30% Off
SAVE an additional

Christmas Ornaments
& Holiday Décor

Additional

Bonus!

Holiday Gift To You!
17-19

$10.00
in BRINTON’S Bucks

to spend December 22-28, 2010

on a purchase of $20.00 or more.

Make any purchase this

weekend and receive...

By KELLY NIX

SINGLE-USE plastic bags — the handy
totes used to carry groceries that are then
sometimes turned into storage bags or
garbage bags at home — are drawing
increasing ire from local environmentalists.

A new group called the Central Coast
Sanctuary Alliance is hoping to convince
Monterey County politicians that single-use
plastic bags are bad for the environment and
should be banned.

A ban “will protect the hundreds of
species of marine animals that call the
Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary
home from suffocation or strangulation
caused by plastic bag litter,” according to
Save Our Shores, the Santa Cruz-based
group spearheading the effort.

On Tuesday, San Jose became the largest
city in the United States to issue a plastic bag
ban [the ban will take effect in 2012]. Santa
Cruz banned them earlier this year.

In the next few months, the new alliance
— which includes two dozen organizations,
including Sustainable Pacific Grove,
Surfrider Foundation’s Monterey chapter,
and Big Sur Advocates for a Green
Environment — will take its message to the
Monterey County Board of Supervisors and
local cities council.

“We are just at the beginning stages of
talking with elected officials in Monterey,
which is why we started this alliance,” Save
Our Shores executive director Laura Kasa
told The Pine Cone. “We have had very good
success in Santa Cruz [County] ... and were
able to get a ban passed this year.”

Ximena Waissbluth, director of Surfrider
Monterey’s marine debris education pro-
gram, said she’s seen seabirds peck at plastic
bags in an effort to eat them. 

“Plastic bags look like jellyfish in the
water,” Waissbluth said. “Many marine ani-
mals, which eat jellies, mistake them and
suffocate as a result. There are also entangle-

ment issues.”
Besides the threat to birds, fish and other

marine life, single-use plastic bags cause
problems at the local dump.

William Merry, general manager of the
Monterey Regional Waste Management
District, said plastic bags are an escalating
problem at the marina landfill.

While recently installing a 4-foot deep
trench for a pipeline that collects the land-
fill’s methane gas, crews found something
Merry said he wouldn’t have seen 30 year
ago when paper was one of the landfill’s
biggest nuisances.

“Hanging off the side walls of that trench
was plastic,” according to Merry, who said
he’s seen a huge increase in the amount of
plastic during the three decades he’s worked
at the MRWMD.

Save Our Shores is working closely with
Surfrider Monterey to organize the ban. Save
Our Shores spokeswoman Colleen Bednarz
said the alliance will eventually approach
businesses and retailers about the possibility
of discontinuing single-use bags of any kind.

It’s likely the alliance’s efforts to ban bags
will be challenged by the American
Chemistry Council, a plastics trade organiza-
tion which represents plastic-bag makers. 

The group, which fought the San Jose
ban, argues many plastic-bags are recyclable
and that they require much less energy to
manufacture than paper bags.  

But bag foes argue that there’s more than
just environmental benefits of getting rid of
plastic bags. Businesses may save money by
eliminating them, and landfills could reduce
costs. “For every hour our guy is not picking
up litter,” Merry said, “he can do something
else.”

Meanwhile, the MRWMD board of direc-
tors hasn’t taken a position on recommend-
ing a plastic bag ban in Monterey County. “I
don’t want to speak for them, but I would say
there is some interest,” Merry said.

C O M P L I M E N T A R Y  G I F T  W R A P P I N G

G I F T  C A R D S
•

S L E E P W E A R ,  
R O B E S  &  S L I P P E R S

•

F R E N C H  C A N D L E S ,  
P E R F U M E  &  M A S S A G E  O I L

•

P E R S O N A L  S H O P P I N G  
A N D  S H I P P I N G  B Y  T H E  
2 4 T H  U P O N  R E Q U E S T

•

P R O F E S S I O N A L  
B R A  F I T T I N G

T H E  P E R F E C T
G I F T  

F O R  H E R …

MISSION S TREET  BET WEEN 
OCEAN AVENUE & 7TH S TREET

C ARMEL -BY- THE -SEA

OPEN DAILY

831.625.0599
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Carmel Inn red-tagged
THE CARMEL Inn for Seniors — which shut down in

2004 but is set to reopen as a housing complex for people age
62 and older — was red-tagged last month after building

official John Hanson discovered business partner Nader
Agha was updating the inside without permits.

“They were doing interior work — electrical, plumbing,
trying to get those rooms up to snuff. It was basically interi-
or cosmetic work,” planning and building services manager
Sean Conroy said Wednesday. “It required a permit, and they
also have to do improvements to meet the fire code.”

The building is still owned by Dr. Ron Chaplan, who
operated the senior care home years ago. Since its closure,
Chaplan has made repeated efforts to sell or find another use
for the Spanish-style complex on San Carlos Street, includ-
ing tearing it down to build condos and apartments. That pro-
ject received approval, but the real-estate market bottomed
out, making it infeasible. Other proposals, including opening
a restaurant on the bottom floor and using the former inn as
a halfway house, presented zoning issues or failed to gain
traction. 

Finally, Chaplan and Agha decided to house seniors again
in the units, which don’t contain full kitchens, until they fig-
ure out what they want to do with the building. 

Conroy said the permits they are seeking only require
review by the building and fire departments, since they are
affecting the inside of the building, not the outside.

Sheriff: No rapist 
on loose in P.B.

MONTEREY COUNTY Sheriff ’s Cmdr. Tracy
Brown wouldn’t divulge any of the details of a rape
reported in Pebble Beach last month, but he said resi-
dents should not worry that a rapist is lurking in their
neighborhood.

“Because of privacy issues, I’m not allowed to dis-
cuss in detail the specific case, but there is no reason for
anyone else in the area to be concerned about there
being a rapist in their area,” he said Wednesday. “I don’t
believe there’s anyone in danger at this time.”

On Nov. 12 at around 7 p.m., a Pebble Beach woman
dialed 911 and reported that an unknown Hispanic male
had broken into her house and raped her, according to a
report by deputy Joe Crivello. 

Deputies responded, interviewed the woman and
conducted an extensive search of the area but found no
suspect. The victim was taken to Community Hospital
of the Monterey Peninsula for evaluation, but according
to Brown, she was not injured.

“The status of the investigation is it is continuing,
and we are awaiting results on some forensic evidence,”
he said.

Happy Holidays 
          from the Hollisters!

A continuing care retirement community of 
California-Nevada Methodist Homes

RCFE lic # 270700245 COA #050 

551 Gibson Avenue,  Pacific Grove, CA  93950  
(831) 657-5200    Toll Free (866) 657-4900    

www.foresthillmanor.org

I t’s the third holiday season for Ted and Georgia Hollister at 
Forest Hill Manor and they’re celebrating it with a new resident 

Cairn Terrier, Veronica. This has been an eventful year. After they lost 
their pet friend Derek, they decided that another Cairn would be the 
best way to welcome the holidays and Veronica became an instant  
favorite. She’s now very much a part of the Forest Hill Manor family  
of friends.

Ted says, “We could not have asked for more. This year, we’ve grown 
accustomed to having great entertainment, dining equal to any restaurant 
in the area, and, we have the freedom to spend time doing what we 
like best, volunteering, playing golf and visiting with friends.”   

What a way to enjoy life! And now that the health center is Medicare 
certified, their health needs in the future are assured too. As the  
Hollisters say, “You’ll relieve your kids of the responsibility to make 
major decisions. You’re in charge.” That kind of peace-of-mind is one 
of the best Christmas presents you can give.

Drop in during the holidays and greet Veronica and the friends at  
Forest Hill Manor. For information and to arrange a private tour, call 
(831) 657-5200 or toll free 1(866) 657-4900.

TTeeaa  RRoossee
CCoolllleeccttiioonn

FFoorr  yyoouurr  hhoolliiddaayy  sshhooppppiinngg  
&&  eenntteerrttaaiinniinngg......

Fine vintage and new
bone china and porcelain

from
England, Ireland, France,
Germany, Hungary, Russia

AAnnnnaa  WWeeaatthheerrllyy  ~~  BBeelllleeeekk  ~~  LLiimmooggeess
WWeeddggwwoooodd  ~~  IImmppeerriiaall  PPoorrcceellaaiinn

~ Christmas decorations ~
~ Christmas cards ~
~ Stocking stuffers ~

~ Special teas ~
HHaarrnneeyy  &&  SSoonnss,,  TTeeaa  FFoorrttee,,

TTaayylloorrss  ooff  HHaarrrrooggaattee
aanndd  ootthheerrss

Imported fine foods
LLeemmoonn  CCuurrdd  CCllootttteedd  ccrreeaamm,,
CChhrriissttmmaass  ppuuddddiinngg,,  SSccoonnee  MMiixx,,  

TTeeaa  CCooookkiieess

OOcceeaann  bbttwwnn..  LLiinnccoollnn  &&  
MMoonnttee  VVeerrddee  
883311..662244..33009977
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www.crossroadsshoppingvillage.com

WE HELP YOU GIVE IT!
Over 50 fine shops, restaurants and services

CARMEL
– IT’S A LIFESTYLE

DDeebbrraa  CC
of Beverly Hills 

is now open in CCaarrmmeell

Our exclusive eight ply 
cashmere cardigan

Available in ten colors 
along with our collection of 
Piazza Sempione, Bogner, 

Le Copain & Cavalli

120 Crossroads Blvd., 
Carmel, CA

831.624.9400

www.debraC.com

Cozy, Cuddle, Chic
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110 Crossroads Blvd.
Carmel, CA 93923
(831) 626-4686

110 Crossroads Blvd.
Carmel, CA 93923
(831) 626-4686

A CARMEL FAVORITE FOR 27 YEARS

LUNCH, DINNER, SUNDAY BRUNCH & BANQUETS

OPEN EVERY DAY FROM 11:30AM

HWY 1 & RIO RD., THE CROSSROADS SHOPPING VILLAGE

831.625.5436 • BANQUETS 831.625.5437 • WWW.RIOGRILL.COM
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Artisans’ Interiors
&DESIGN, LLC

Largest Public Home Decorating Showroom 
on the Central Coast with Onsite Workroom

Remarkable selection of Luxury Chenilles,
Velvets, Linen Velvets, Wovens and Mohairs.
Full & partial bolts of French imported and inspired 
patterns. Gorgeous Kashmir Crewels. Beautiful 
remnants for accent pillows and small chair pads. 
Please ask about our Repeat Customer Discount.

SHOWROOM
BOLT ENDS
Now $40 per yard!

392-0699

2 - 20 yard bolts — Originally $120 - $290 per yard.

NEW ARRIVALS!

Designer Detailing Furniture Reupholstering
Slip Covers Drapery Window Treatments
Designer Wallpapers Bedding Ensembles
Headboards   Blinds Shades Carpet

620 & 630 Broadway Avenue, Seaside
Workroom    Showroom   Gallery
M-T-Th-F 10:00 - 4:00  Sat 10:00 - 2:00
www.artisansinteriors.com

703 Lighthouse Avenue
Pacific Grove, CA 93950

$250 for 10 Classes, 3 people maximum per class

Lighthouse Pilates
NEW CLASS SCHEDULE

M: Mat      R: Reformer     A: Apparatus     O: Open Studio

Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

8:30 M 8:30 M 8:30 M

9:00 R 9:00 A 9:00 A

9:30 O 9:30 O 9:45 O

10:30 M 10:30 R

12:00 R 12:00 A 12:00 R 12:00 A

3:00 R 3:00 R

5:00 A 5:00 R

5:30 O 5:30 M 5:30 O

6:30 R 6:30 R 6:30 M

Gift 

Certificates 

Available

Call Now and start your 
New Year right!
(831) 917-7372

LighthousePilates.com

Monterey Fire contract extended
■ No date yet for workshop 
on service options

By MARY BROWNFIELD

THE CITY council decided last week to
ask the City of Monterey to provide a fire
chief and other administrators to help run
Carmel Fire Department for at least another
few months, while the council prepares for a
workshop to examine and discuss all the
options for operating CFD. The council did
not set a date for that meeting.

According to the report presented by city
administrator Rich Guillen Dec. 7, Monterey
officials agreed to extend the management
contract, which costs $13,500 per month and
was set to expire at the end of the year, for a
month.

But councilman Ken Talmage said that

wasn’t enough time, given the complexity of
the issue and the several schemes that will
need to be considered, including operating a
stand-alone department, creating a
Peninsula-wide regional fire agency com-
prising most or all of the local cities, con-
tracting with Monterey to take over Carmel
Fire, or contracting with Cal Fire to take over
CFD or just manage it, similar to what
Monterey is doing now.

“We don’t even have a date for a meet-
ing,” he said. “We have five or six weeks left.
That this is going to get discussed and ques-
tions answered and a contract negotiated by
Jan. 31 — I think that’s an unlikely date.”

Talmage also said he wants to get the
comprehensive review of all the options into
the hands of the public well before the work-
shop, so people can be well informed and

See FIRE page 30A

Augustina’s
OCEAN AVENUE
CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA

831.624.2403

Find your perfect 
Holiday Dress at
Augustina’s

40% OFF 
All Komarov 
Dresses

Starts Today
One Week Only!
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School officials prepare for rush of transfer students

29 years experience, 17 years on the Monterey Peninsula

Mercedes Certified  Master Technician

Quality experience with personalized service

A Monterey County Green Certified Business

Independent Mercedes 
Automobile Specialists

Need Help
Losing Weight!

Let us help you, naturally!

Monterey Bay
NATUROPATHY
1011 Cass Street, Suite 107
Monterey • 831.642.0202
www.montereybaynaturopathy.com

Health Talk Seminar
Come meet Beatrice Levinson, Naturopath 
and learn about 
“A SMARTER WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAM”

Wednesday, January 12, 2010
6:30 PM - 8:00 PM • $10 door fee
Please call to reserve your place or 
email john@mbaynaturo.com

Highest demand
Of the 16 schools in the county that score poorly enough

for their students to qualify for Open Enrollment transfers,
three are in Seaside: Highland Elementary, Martin Luther
King Elementary and Ord Terrace Elementary. 

Schools in the Alisal, Chualar, Gonzales, Greenfield,
King City, North Monterey County, Salinas, San Antonio,
Santa Rita and Soledad school districts were also identified
by the state as being low performing, but Biasotti said those
are probably too far away to generate a lot of students who
want to transfer to Carmel.

“You would think most of the interest we will get will be
from the [Seaside] elementary schools,” Biasotti said.

While space exists at Tularcitos in Carmel Valley Village,
crowding at River School has been an issue for the past few
years, and a committee was recently formed to make recom-
mendations to the CUSD board regarding how best to
address it.

“I’m confident that in late January or early February, the
committee will be ready to make their recommendation to
me, and I would present that to the board, along with my own
recommendation,” Biasotti said.

The application period for transfers will open 60 days
before the start of the 2011 school year and will close 15 days
before the first day of school. According to Biasotti, the dis-
trict has so far received calls from 11 people interested in
having their kids transfer into CUSD, but only one was eligi-
ble.

“We anticipate that will go up,” he said.

By MARY BROWNFIELD

WITH SOME of the highest-performing schools in the
state, the Carmel Unified School District is already popular
with parents seeking top-quality, taxpayer-funded education
for their kids. And now, as the state begins implementing a
law that allows students to transfer from lower-scoring
schools to better campuses, the district is preparing to con-
tend with even more demand — with very little money to pay
for it.

The new state legislation, known as the Open Enrollment
Act or the Romero Bill, identifies 1,000 low-performing
schools from which students can transfer to other school dis-
tricts of their choice. In most cases, the law requires the new
districts to accept the student, but doesn’t necessarily pay for
their education.

“We don’t receive funding to educate children who don’t
reside in the district,” said superintendent Marvin Biasotti,
because CUSD is mostly funded by local property taxes. (In
contrast, many other public schools in less affluent parts of
the county receive between $5,000 and $7,000 per student
from the state.)

“Therefore, the enrollment of students who reside outside
the district creates issues for us,” he said. 

An influx of students could increase class sizes to unde-
sirable levels — which in some cases would cost the district
valuable state funds earmarked for class-size reduction —
and negatively affect the education obtained by children liv-
ing within the district, according to Biasotti. 

Carmel Unified will receive no additional money for the
transfer students during their first year, followed by a few
thousand dollars per pupil during their subsequent years.
Open Enrollment transfers will have to reapply for their spots
when moving from elementary to middle school, and from
middle to high school.

In response, the CUSD board considered a new policy last

Thursday that outlines how the superintendent will handle
Open Enrollment applications.

Board members “have a desire to help children who are
wanting to get a fresh start in a new school, but they also rec-
ognize their first priority has to be a commitment to the peo-
ple they represent, their constituents, and to the educational
programs of our district,” he said. “The clearest interest in
our community has been in low class size, and those two
interests compete with each other.”

According to the new policy, the superintendent may deny
a transfer if:

■ it would result in a site, classroom, grade level or pro-
gram exceeding state class-size limits or physical capacity;

■ it would have adverse financial impact;
■ it would negatively impact a desegregation plan or the

racial and ethnic balance of the district; or
■ the applicant has been expelled or has been suspended

for two or more school days within the previous two years.
According to law, the superintendent can not consider the

transfer student’s previous academic achievement, athletic
performance, physical condition, English language profi-
ciency, family income or any of the prohibited reasons for
discrimination, such as gender and ethnicity.

The new policy also outlines how to prioritize transfer stu-
dents’ applications. Siblings of kids already attending will
receive top priority, followed by students transferring from
schools ranking in the bottom 10 percent in state test scores. 

And if the number of applicants exceeds the number of
available spaces, a lottery will be held.

626-SKIN
301 Mid Valley Center • Carmel

Featuring
Jan Marini

Epicuren Products

FacialS • Massage
Body Treatments

Gift Certificates
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750 Cannery Row  Monterey, California 93940 | Tel: 831.375.4500 | intercontinental.com/montereyic

SPEND THE HOLIDAYS AT

MONTEREY’S NEWEST LUXURY HOTEL

Enjoy magnificent  panoramic coastal views of Monterey Bay,
luxurious interior décor and the sights and sounds of the surf & sea!

CHRISTMAS DINNER – SATURDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2010
12:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Enjoy a delicious four-course prix fixe dinner with selections
Adults $48.00 per person / Children $19.00 (ages 5-12)

FREE PARKING

NEW YEAR’S EVE DINNER – FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2010
Seatings from 6:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m.

Enjoy a fabulous four-course prix fixe dinner with selections
Adults $85.00 per person

FREE PARKING

NEW YEAR’S BRUNCH BUFFET – SATURDAY JANUARY 1, 2011
Seatings from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Enjoy a fabulous Brunch Buffet on Monterey Bay
Adults $44.95 per person / Children $19.00 (ages 5-12)

FREE PARKING

For restaurant reservations and and
more information, please call 831.375.4800

the C
restaurant + bar

who dreams of a nutcracker...
when there is chocolate around?

shop onl ine at  www.lulas.com
store hours:
Monday - Saturday 10-6

244 Cross Roads Blvd. 
Carmel, CA 93923

factory tours by appointment
call us at 831.655.8527

visit our store at The Crossroads Shopping Village 
& find the perfect gift, party tray, and dream-worthy treat.

®

Last month, the city council sided with
How and denied Livingston’s appeal. That
denial became final last Tuesday, with mem-
bers detailing the reasons why the project
does not require an EIR.

“Based on a review of the whole record,
including public testimony given orally and
in writing on Nov. 2, the city council deter-
mined that a fair argument, based on sub-
stantial evidence, can not be made that the
project will have a significant adverse effect
on the environment,” the council decided,

SANDS
From page 1A

AWOL
From page 1A

drinking and was arrested.”
Had Hudson appeared in court

Wednesday, he probably would have either
had to pay the $500,000 bail or be taken into
custody, according to Matheson.

“I don’t know where he is,” he said. “The
CHP has warrants for his arrest and went to
his house in Big Sur, and he wasn’t there. It
appears it was abandoned.”

The trial against him and Christopher
Tindall, who is also accused of driving drunk
and being involved in the accident that killed
17-year-old Jessica Wiesjahn, is set to pro-
ceed March 21. Matheson could decide to
push ahead with the case against Tindall if
Hudson doesn’t reappear, but he wasn’t
ready to predict whether he would.

“If he disappears and is somehow suc-
cessful in staying disappeared, we won’t be
able to try him, but eventually he will appear
someplace,” Matheson said. “And then we’ll
move ahead with the trial. Eventually he has
to turn up.”

SAVED
From page 1A

The man was clearly having trouble
breathing and could barely nod in response.

“I just got him and gave him two big
thrusts, and out came a big piece of steak,”
said the 6-foot-2 Johnson. “As soon as the
meat came out, he started breathing. I asked
him a question, and he was able to answer.”

By the time the fire engine and ambu-
lance arrived, the man was conscious,
breathing and sitting up, according to Capt.
Mitch Kastros.

“We found out at that time that Greg had
done the Heimlich,” he said.

The man, a regular customer at La Playa,
told Johnson the last thing he remembered
was raising his arm in an effort to alert the
bartender he was choking. It’s not uncom-

mon for people whose brains have been oxy-
gen starved to experience memory loss.

Johnson, who worked in the restaurant
business for 15 years before becoming a cop,
including as manager of the now closed
Piatti, said his lifesaving skills, including the
Heimlich, were reinforced during recent
training with the fire department.

Police officers often arrive at the scene of
medical emergencies before firefighters and
paramedics do, since getting out of the fire
station takes a bit longer.

“It’s pretty typical for the police to be out
there and get on scene before we do, which
is good, because they all have CPR training
and AEDs in their vehicles, and are instru-
mental in saving lives all the time,” he said.
“We’re happy Greg was there, and he
deserves all the credit.”

The patient recovered so well that after a
basic examination, he refused further med-
ical treatment or a ride to the hospital in the
ambulance — in spite of firefighters’ urging
that he seek followup medical care to make
sure he was uninjured.

“He said, ‘Thank you,’ and shook my
hand,” Johnson said. “And he gave me a call
later and left me a voicemail thanking me
again.”

MONTEREY BAY Girl Scouts are col-
lecting jackets every Saturday in front of
Macy’s in Del Monte Center for their annual
One Warm Coat campaign, which runs
through Jan. 8, 2011. Between 11 a.m. and 3
p.m., the Scouts collect gently used coats,
which are then cleaned and repaired by
Country Club Cleaners at the shopping cen-
ter before being given to local children and
adults in need. While they collect jackets of
all sizes, children’s are most needed.

Last year, the One Warm Coat project net-
ted 1,200 jackets, and since its inception in
1992, the effort has provided 150,000 coats
to people in need. For more information visit
their website at www.onewarmcoat.org.

One Warm Coat

because the less intensive environmental
study that How conducted adequately
addressed issues of parking, noise, design,
traffic, views and air quality.

Before approving the document, council
members engaged in a little wordsmithing,
but they left the substance of the contents
alone. 

“By not calling for an EIR, you are cer-
tainly setting a precedent for future develop-
ments,” Livingston told the council at the
Dec. 7 meeting.

The council unanimously adopted the
findings, leaving Livingston with only one
option to continue fighting the hotel project:
Monterey County Superior Court.
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Now a Hunter Douglas Gallery Dealer!
Visit our newly expanded showroom and preview 

our extensive line of Hunter Douglas window coverings

26362 Carmel Rancho Lane 
Carmel, CA 93923
Tel: 831.626.9054

www.AccentsWindows.com

We Keep Growing 
to Offer You More
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21st Anniversary Celebration

Sign up today for 

RIO GRILL'S RESOLUTION RUN
a benefit for Community Partnership for Youth

January 1st, 2011 - 9am 
in front of Rio Grill in the Crossroads Shopping Village

Pre-Registration: Register Early!
$20 kids 12 & Under / $30 Adults

Race Day Registration:
$25 kids 12 & Under / $35 Adults

Registration fee includes long-sleeve t-shirt, brunch prepared by 
Rio Grill and the Kiwanis Club of Monterey 

and the opportunity to win lots of great prizes!

Sponsors: 
Rio Grill • KSBW TV 8 • KWAV 97FM

The Crossroads Shopping Village • Rotary Club of Carmel By the Sea
Big Sur International Marathon • Community Hospital • First National Bank

Comerica Bank • Tim Nylen • Earthbound Farm • Jim Tunney Youth Foundation
Treadmill • Challenge Dairy Products • Sysco

Professional Property Maintenance • Mann Packing
Pebble Beach Company • Monterey County Bank

Betsie Elwood • Carmel Mission Inn • Whole Foods
Don Chapin Company • Pure Water • Palermo Bakery
Ortiz Produce • Boyd's Coffee • Pacific Etched Glass

Carmel Mission Inn • Cypress Press

WWW.PEACEOFMINDDOGRESCUE.ORG
P.O. BOX 51554, PACIFIC GROVE, CA 93950

831-718-9122 
Sponsored by Betty P. Bass
(If you would like to sponsor 
our next ad, give us a call.)

Tula is a show stop-
per. Her foster mom
can't walk down the
street without every-
one asking about
her! She is a 10-year-
old, 7 pound
Pomeranian with a
delightful personality.
She would fit nicely into a home with other dogs 
and is great with children too!

Tula
Believe that you can 
make a difference.

CLIP AND MAIL WITH YOUR GIFT TODAY

Help animals like Phoebe

YES!
Name Address                                                                          a

         

City State                ZIP   CPC10

The animals at The SPCA for Monterey County 
can count on me for the care they need and 
deserve. Here is my gift of:  
� $15 � $25 � $50 � 

PO Box 3058 • Monterey, CA 93942-3058
(831) 373-2631

www.SPCAmc.org/believe

Not long ago, Phoebe was found abandoned on  
the streets, malnourished and afraid of her human  
rescuers. Thankfully, The SPCA for Monterey 
County was able to give her a new chance in life! 
But so many pets like Phoebe come to us each year. 
We need your support so we can continue to help  
animals in need!

Don’t let the clog spoil your holiday
Funded by Southern Monterey Bay Dischargers Group

Don’t be a turkey
Keep cooking oils, fats, a
out of the drain to preve

backups at your ho
If frying your turkey, resident
dispose turkey fryer oil at yo

household hazardous waste colle
For locations and more i

ClogBusters.org
645-4604/422-100

For locations and more info:

ClogBusters.org
645-4604/422-1011

Keep cooking oils, 
fats and grease out 

of the drain to prevent
sewer backups 
at your home.

If frying your turkey, residents 
must dispose turkey fryer oil at 

your local household hazardous 
waste collection facility.

WATER
From page 1A

Cal Am is fighting the cease and desist
order through a lawsuit it and the Monterey
Peninsula Water Management District filed
against the state water board. However, the
case is in the early stages of litigation and
may not be resolved for many months. 

Carmel Mayor Sue McCloud told
Weatherford at Monday’s meeting that a
moratorium would prevent the city from per-
forming infrastructure upgrades and would
halt plans to work with innkeepers to
upgrade their facilities. Inns provide the city
with one of its biggest revenue streams.

“We have about three acre-feet of water
remaining, and that is all we will see until
there is new water, which will be around five
or six years,” McCloud told the judge.

Carmel is also trying to provide afford-
able housing and is working with residents to

upgrade its housing stock, 70 percent of
which is more than 50 years old and “in dire
need of fire suppression systems,” McCloud
said. 

“Such a moratorium now would similarly
and adversely impact the economic viability
of the six Peninsula cities and their work-
force,” said McCloud, who urged the judge
to deny Cal Am’s request.

On Dec. 2, the PUC approved a regional
water project, which includes a desalination
plant in Marina and would allow Cal Am to
stop illegal diversions from the Carmel
River.

However, the project — if not halted by
lawsuits or other delays — won’t be com-
plete until at least 2015. 

Jason Retterer, an attorney who repre-
sents Carmel Valley Ranch, Quail Lodge and
Bernardus Lodge, said if the moratorium is
granted, the hotels will be impacted nega-
tively.

“Our clients stand to lose some very sig-

nificant investments they secured for future
use on their property,” according to Retterer.

Retterer told Weatherford the moratorium
should be crafted in a way that preserves
already issued water credits.

Monterey Peninsula Airport general man-
ager Tom Greer told Weatherford the air-
port’s plan to make the runway safer — part
of an ongoing $43 million project — may
not be finished if the moratorium is allowed.

“It would be very detrimental to the dis-
trict and safety of the passengers should we
not implement this project due to the water
moratorium,” said Greer, who also said the
airport has three acre-feet of water for future
projects.

Monterey resident Marcia Wright said
three years ago she and her husband bought
their retirement home in the city with the
expectation they would install a second bath-
room, something impossible under a morato-

rium.
“It’s not fair, it’s not equitable,” she said. 
Pacific Grove Mayor Carmelita Garcia

told the judge a moratorium would cause a
decrease in transient occupancy, property
and sales tax revenues for Peninsula cities.

Garcia also reminded the judge that
Peninsula cities only have a combined 91
acre-feet of water remaining to use for devel-
opment projects and infrastructure upgrades.

“This small amount of water is essential
for infill and redevelopment projects within
the Peninsula jurisdictions,” she said.

At the second public hearing Monday
night, everybody spoke against the moratori-
um except an attorney for the Sierra Club
and one of its members, who encouraged the
PUC to grant the moratorium.

Weatherford will issue a proposed deci-
sion on the moratorium and PUC commis-
sioners will rule on the in the “coming
weeks.”



preparing to jump.
“You’re under arrest if you jump,” the officer explained.

“I’ll sit here and wait for you.”
Jester, though, was defiant. “I’m under arrest anyway,” he

countered.
“Nope, I’m just going to send you down the road,” the

officer responded.
The pair exchange a few more words before Jester

announces, “Here we go.”
Leaning forward and bending his knees, Jester launches

himself from the bridge’s railing and goes into a somersault
before gracefully sailing down to the beach 280 feet below.

Hundreds of people posted online comments about the
video. Several, presumably with base-jumping experience,
pointed out that Jester forgot to properly fasten his parachute
to his body. “Lucky he didn’t fall out,” posted one viewer.
Another called the video “priceless.” “No chest strap, drunk
as shit and jumping right in front of a cop.”

But some viewers bemoaned the negative publicity Jester
is drawing to the “sport.” “It’s jackholes like him that keep
the heat on BASE jumpers in this country,” one comment
read.

Not surprisingly, others cheered his effort. “Living life to
the fullest,” said one. “My hero,” said another. “Where do I
donate to his cause?” asked a
viewer.

And at least one was
impressed with his tech-
nique. “Awesome rollover.
Nicely done.”

Local authorities, though,
were not impressed with

December 17, 2010 The Carmel Pine Cone 13A

831.622.9168
East side Dolores St, Bt 7th & 8th

Carmel-by-the-Sea

Open Daily:
10:00AM - 9:00PM

www.happyfeetcarmel.com

Gift Certificates Available

The Best Gift for your loved
one this Holiday Season

Foot Massage
$28 PER HOUR

Includes: Head, Neck, Shoulder, 
Back and Leg Massage

Happy F   t III

Body Massage
$55 PER HOUR

JUMPER
From page 1A

Jester’s antics. “It is not only
a hazard for him, but for
motorists who are being dis-
tracted by his activities,” said
CHP spokesman Bob
Lehman. “Fortunately, this
doesn’t happen very often.”

Jester’s MySpace Page
lists him as a Marina resi-
dent and a “skydiving tour
guide.” He seems to be a
quite popular skydiving
instructor — one student
praised him when he
reviewed a Marina-based
business called Monterey
Sky Dive.  “My instructor
was Jester [really hippy
looking fella that didn’t wear
shoes], who was freakin’
awesome!”

Jester was arraigned
Tuesday and his bail was set at $15,000. He was charged with
two felonies — trespassing and evading an officer — and
three misdemeanors — driving under the influence of alco-
hol, refusing to comply with an order by a peace officer and
possession of marijuana. He pleaded not guilty to the
charges. 

Steve Jester

TOOTHPASTE AND
BRUSHING TIPS

It is better to brush after
every meal, but if it is not
possible brush twice.  Brush
once in the morning and
once before going to bed to
prevent plaque retention.
The tooth brush should be a
soft bristle tooth brush. It is
extremely beneficial to use a
fluoride tooth taste.
Fluoride containing tooth-
pastes prevents dental cavity
formation in areas where the
tooth brush can’t reach. The
amount of toothpaste should
only cover half of the brush
head and too much tooth-
paste can cause the brushing
to be less effective.

The amount of plaque
removed from the tooth
doesn’t depend on which
tooth paste is used but it
does depend on the brushing
technique. Brush all sur-
faces of your teeth. Brush
both the inside and outside
surfaces thoroughly as well
as the chewing surfaces.
Take at least 5 to 10 minutes
to brush your teeth. It is also
important to change your
toothbrush after every 3 to 6
months, as using it for a
long time reduces the clean-
ing efficiency. Remember to
change your tooth brush
after having a cold or the flu
and to keep your brush sep-
arate from other family
members to prevent the
spreading of germs.

Tooth pastes can also be
used to clean your jewelry
and polish your silver, so
don’t run out.

If you have any ques-
tions please do not hesitate
to call our office.  The den-
tal team of Dr. Lois Lagier is
dedicated to providing you
with state-of-the-art dental
care in a comfortable atmos-
phere. Let us care for you.

Lois Lagier D.D.S.
550 Camino El Estero

Monterey, CA
(831) 649-4149

YOUR 
DENTAL
HEALTH

Presented by
Lois Lagier, D.D.S.

Get your complete
Pine Cone by email.
Free subscriptions at

www.carmel-
pinecone.com
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Time is running out. For only a few more months, your purchase of select 
Duette® Architella® honeycomb shades may qualify for a U.S. federal tax credit of up to 
fi fteen hundred dollars. That’s a potential savings of up to $250 per shade*. Not to mention 
reducing energy loss at the window by up to 50%†, which can help lower heating and cooling 
costs. Federal tax credit opportunity ends December 31, so contact us today!

DON’T
MISS YOUR 
WINDOW OF 
OPPORTUNITY!

THIS
INCREDIBLE
TAX CREDIT 

OPPORTUNITY 
ENDS

DECEMBER 31, 
2010.

* Based on the MSRP list price of an average-sized Duette Architella 1¼" opaque shade with the UltraGlide® Top-Down/Bottom-Up lifting 
system. † Energy savings based on inside-mounted shades in all windows. Savings vary with such factors as specifi c Architella fabric, 
window R-value and climate. For tax credit details and restrictions and a list of qualifying products, see the Manufacturer’s Certifi cation 
Statement and FAQs at hunterdouglas.com/taxcredit. Hunter Douglas and its dealers are not tax advisors. Consult a tax professional regarding 
your individual tax situation and ability to claim a tax credit related to the purchase of the qualifying Duette Architella honeycomb shades. 
© 2010 Hunter Douglas. ® Registered trademark of Hunter Douglas.

Paul’s Drapery
160 18th St

Pacific Grove CA
Open Monday - Friday

10am-6pm
831-372-4421

paulsdrapery.hdwfg.com

19080

Coastal Valley Imaging of Carmel

Now Open in Carmel
(26542 Carmel Rancho Boulevard — next to the Barnyard)

26542 Carmel Rancho Boulevard, Carmel

T: (831) 625-7255 • T: (866) NOW-4MRI

DONOFRIO
From page 1A

At last week’s meeting, several speakers
called on the park district to immediately ter-
minate Donofrio’s consulting contract, elim-
inate stipends for board members and form a
public committee to aid in the search for a
new general manager. They also urged the
current park district board to step down.

When he retired, Donofrio signed a six-
month consulting contract that paid him
$130-per-hour — or $5,200 a week. He is
also receiving his pension, which started at
$168,000 annually.

While Donofrio’s salary has long been a
controversial subject, many have lauded his
performance as leader of the park district.
During his 12 years as general manager, the
park district tripled in size from 6,000 to
18,000 acres. Donofrio is also credited with
bridging the gap that once existed between
the park district and the local business com-
munity over the agency’s political activities.

In response to the controversy over
Donofrio’s salary, park district board presi-
dent Michael Adamson observed that the

former general manager was an exemplary
employee.

“It’s always embarrassing to get bad
press, but frankly, Joe has done an outstand-
ing job building up the park district,” he said.
“His salary is high, but he deserved to be
well paid.”

Adamson said the public’s ire about the
pay is understandable, particularly consider-
ing the state of the economy. “People are
hurting,” he observed.

Will fences be mended?
Now that Donofrio is leaving the park dis-

trict, resident Peter Baird, who unveiled
many of the details of Donofrio’s compensa-
tion in a Dec. 5 commentary in the Monterey
County Herald, wants board members to do
the same.

“It’s a first step,” Baird said of the con-
tract’s termination. “I don’t think the public
is ready to accept anything less than the
board stepping down. The park district needs
a fresh start.”

Baird excluded newly elected park dis-
trict board member Kathleen Lee — who is
also 5th District Supervisor Dave Potter’s
longtime aid — from those he said should

resign. 
In addition to asking park district board

members to resign, Baird said he has asked
to see a copy of the contract Donofrio signed
as general manager. He also wants to know
how Donofrio’s salary compares to other
park district leaders.

“I would like to see the basis for [the
salary] increases and determine if the actual
fiscal impacts of those increases were
reviewed,” he said. “There’s been very little
transparency.”

On the subject of transparency, Baird told
The Pine Cone this week that he is being
charged $20 per hour by the park district to
research information he is asking for.

Adamson confirmed the fee is “standard
procedure” and suggested much of what
Baird is seeking is available on the park dis-
trict’s website.

Baird would also like to see the public
have a greater say in who Donofrio’s succes-
sor is. Specifically, he wants the application
period for Donofrio’s position extended to
ensure that the right candidate is found.
“They have an excellent staff that is more
than capable of running the park district dur-
ing the interim,” he noted.

Adamson, though, said it’s too late to
restart the hiring process. The park district
will interview “10 or 11” candidates for
Donofrio’s position Monday.

“We hired an outside consultant who
came up with more than 60 applicants,” he

said.
While Adamson didn’t say how much the

new park district general manager will make,
he suggested the board will exercise moder-
ation in its generosity.

“If I have any say in it, the [new general
manager’s pay] increases will be reason-
able,” he added.

THE CITY of Carmel is issuing annual
residential parking stickers to city residents
and property owners in town. 

Permit holders can park for three hours in
the two-hour zone, and for double time in the
one-hour, 20-minute and 10-minute zones.
They can also park in areas designated for
residential parking only, such as along
Monte Verde Street north of Sixth Avenue.

In order to obtain a permit, which costs
$20, the resident must also be the registered
owner of the vehicle and must bring the reg-
istration to the department to verify owner-
ship. The person also has to provide proof of
residency, such as a PG&E bill, water bill or
tax bill.

Permits are available at the front window
in the police department at Junipero and
Fourth in downtown Carmel between the
hours of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. Monday through
Friday.

Parking permits

The Perfect one-of-a-kind Christmas Gift
for the Carmel lover.

An ORIGINAL OIL on Canvas by Marty Bell of three historical local locations.

Tuck Box Christmas Hansel’s House Gretel’s Cottage

Renowned artist Marty Bell painted all over the world, but only
t h ree pieces were done of historic Carmel by-the-Sea locations. 

Each are framed 14" x 18" offered at 50% off original price. 

On display now at

A Great Place Home and Garden
Dolores between Ocean and 7th (In the Tuck Box Courtyard) 831-620-1903

from the Pharmacy Staff at CVS Carmel

Front Row:
Amber, Marcia,

Renee, Mike,
Toni, Ed.

Back Row:
Robert, John,

Justine, Michelle,
Caytlyn.

Pharmacists:
Ed Gallo,
Manager;

Robert Quinones,
John Mowry

We would like to wish everyone 
A Very Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Year

• Free Delivery, Monday-Friday • Walk-in Immunizations • Bubble Packing

CVS/pharmacy®

#6 The Crossroad, Carmel  •  831.624.0148

Pharmacy Hours:
Mon-Fri 8am-9pm

Sat & Sun 9am-6pm
Open Holidays

Seasons Greetings



Senior Living • Entertainment
Restaurants • Events • Art

C a r m e l  •  P e b b l e  B e a c h  •  C a r m e l  V a l l e y  &  T h e  M o n t e r e y  P e n i n s u l a

This eekW Food     Wine&
December 17-23, 2010

give the           of entertainment

An imaginative and eclectic version of the original – not your Grandmother’s Nutcracker!
Mixed Nutz! The Nutcracker Remixed

Diavolo 
Daring Dance & Athleticism!

Rita Moreno
Beloved Celebrity Songstress

Garrison Keillor
America’s Favorite Storyteller

T I C K E T S  A T  831.620.2048
www.sunsetcenter.org  

CAMERATA SINGERS
presents

AA  DDaayy  ffoorr
DDaanncciinngg

December 17-19
See page 5A

Monterey Peninsula

SUNSET CENTER

COMING
EVENTS

2010-2011
See page 15A

Carmel-by-the-Sea

BIG SUR
Big Sur Lodge . . . . . . . . . . . .17A
Big Sur River Inn  . . . . . . . . .16A

CARMEL
French Poodle . . . . . . . . . . . .20A
Hola at The Barnyard  . . . . . . .18A
Jack London’s  . . . . . . . . . . .18A
Rio Grill at The Crossroads  . . . . . .7A

CARMEL VALLEY
Quail Lodge . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20A
Toast  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19A

MONTEREY
Henry’s BBQ  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4A
InterContinental Hotel  . . . . .10A
Jack’s  at Portola Plaza Hotel . . . . .17A

PACIFIC GROVE
Fandango  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .19A
Fifi’s Cafe  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2A
Fishwife  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .16A
Max’s Grill  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .18A
Red House . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .17A

Dining
Around

the Peninsula

RIO GRILL’S
21st Anniversary Celebration

Rio Resolution
Run 

Janurary 1
See page 12A

Carmel

BALLET FANTASQUE
presents

Nutcracker
December 18 & 19

Monterey

CHANTICLEER
presents

A Chanticleer
Christmas
December 21
See page 26A

Carmel & San Luis Obispo

LA PLAYA HOTEL
presents

New Year’s Eve
Celebration
December 31
See page 20A

Carmel-by-the-Sea

New book showcases cottages
By CHRIS COUNTS

JUST IN time for anyone seeking a last-
minute stocking stuffer, a new book takes a
look — through the lens of a camera — at
Carmel’s irresistible cottages.

Mike Barton will sign copies of
“Carmel’s Fairy Tale Cottages” at
Mountainsong Gallery Sunday, Dec. 19,
from noon to 2 p.m.

Published by Boulder Press, the 112-page
book features 220 full-color photos.

After creating a book about the “mush-
room houses” of Charlevoix, Mich., Barton
looked to Carmel for his next subject.

“I researched Carmel houses from the
1920s and 1930s and saw that they have a
distinctive look to them,” explained Barton,
a onetime Silicon Valley engineer who
retired to Boulder, Colo., a decade ago.

In May, Barton traveled to Carmel, where
he focused on photographing cot-
tages built by Hugh Comstock. He
returned in July for a second photo
shoot.

From a photographic perspective,
Carmel makes a perfect backdrop
for images of its cottages, Barton
said. “You have one of the best meet-
ings of land and sea in the world,” he
observed.

While much of the book focuses
on the outside features of cottages
— such as gates, fences, doors and
yards — Barton was able to gain
access inside 10 homes.

In addition to “Carmel’s Fairy
Tale Cottages” and “The Mushroom
Houses of Charlevoix,” Barton is the
author of  “Boulder Impression,”
“Harbor Springs, Petoskey and Bay
View” and “Charlevoix the
Beautiful.”

In addition to the book, which
sells for $19.99, Barton will offer
prints of his work at the reception.

The gallery is located on the
south side of Ocean between

Mission and San Carlos. For more informa-
tion, call (831) 626-0600 or visit
www.mountainsonggalleries.com.

■ Rip Squeak illustrator 
signs books

Illustrator Julia Harnett Harvey will sign
copies of “Find the Magic” at the A Great
Place Saturday, Dec. 18, from noon to 4 p.m.

“Find the Magic” is the fourth installment
in the colorful Rip Squeak series for chil-
dren. Published by Raven Tree Press in 2008,
the book continues the adventures of a
mouse named Rip Squeak; his sister, Jesse; a
cat named Abbey, and a frog called
Euripides. Harvey illustrated the book, while
Lee Cohen supplied the words.

According to Harnett, the Rip Squeak

A new book by a Colorado photographer offers a col-
orful look at Carmel’s charming historic cottages.

See COTTAGES page 30A

Trio offers a musical toast to
the holidays in Carmel Valley

explained Marcum, the owner of The Works.
“She’s been a rock ’n’ roll singer, a

By CHRIS COUNTS

FLUTIST KENNY Stahl, guitarist Bob
Burnett and cellist Renata Bratt pay tribute
to the music of the holidays Friday, Dec. 17,
at Plaza Linda restaurant in Carmel Valley
Village.

“Individually, these performers have
played with the best of the best musicians on
the planet, and together they are performing
a special show for the Village to bring us all
into the holiday spirit,” local music promoter
Kiki Wow explained.

Stahl, who once toured with pop star
Stevie Wonder, is a gifted performer, record-
ing artist and composer. A veteran sideman,
Burnett founded the Santa Cruz-based jazz
and world beat ensemble, Haven Terrace.
And Bratt, who teaches cello, has backed an
impressive collection of musicians, includ-
ing vocalist Robert Plant and guitarist Jimmy
Page of Led Zeppelin.

The music starts at 8 p.m. Tickets are $10.
Plaza Linda is located at 9 Del Fino Place.
For more information, call (831) 659-4229.

■ Duo reunites in P.G.
For nine years, singer-songwriters

Kimberley Pryor and Robert Marcum have
been playing together, and Saturday, Dec. 18,
they’ll perform on their favorite stage at The
Works in Pacific Grove.

Pryor, a onetime Monterey Peninsula res-
ident who now lives in Southern California,
is a gifted singer who can cover a wide range
of material.

“She can sing almost any genre,”

New gallery aids
youth center

THE CARMEL Youth Center is the bene-
ficiary of a creative holiday gift-giving pro-
ject by a pair of local artists.

Mary Titus and John Mason created 35
miniature paintings that are now hanging
from a Christmas tree at the new Titus
Gallery, which opened last week on San
Carlos between Fifth and Sixth. The “orna-
ments” sell for just $40 each, and all pro-
ceeds from them will be donated to the youth
center. The tree and paintings will be on dis-
play until Dec. 31.

“This represents an opportunity for art
lovers to acquire a small original painting
and know that their money is going to a good
community cause,” Titus said.

The paintings, which are about 4-inches-
high and 4-inches wide, depict local land-
scapes. Titus said she was inspired to host
the fundraiser because she was “compelled
to give back to my community.”

In addition to work by Titus and Mason,
the gallery features sculpture by John
Chappell, Yuri Ordjoniki, Sharon Maney
LoManto and Reza Bassiri.

For more information, call (831) 622-
9880 or visit www.marytitusart.com.

See TOAST page 30A 



16 A The Carmel Pine Cone December 17, 2010

Carmel reads The Pine Cone

F O O D & W I N E

$$77
The Fishwife invites you to enjoy early evening dining Mon. thru Thurs.

from 4-5:30pm. Please present this coupon to your server for $7 off
your guest check when ordering dinner entreés for two or more.

EEaarrllyy  SSuunnsseett  DDiinnnneerrss
WWiinntteerr  22001100

CPC Must be seated by 5:30pm •  Expires March 16, 2011 •  Mon thru Thurs ONLY •  Not valid with any other offers

$$77

 

10% OFF
Any item from daily special!

MONDAY - CHARBROILED STEAK
TUESDAY - CHICKEN BELIZE
WEDNESDAY - BAJA FISH FRY
THURSDAY - TILAPIA CANCUN
FRIDAY - CALAMARI COZUMEL
SATURDAY - PORK CARNITAS
SUNDAY - PORK LOIN YUCATECA

(Seaside location closed Sunday’s)

Exp 3/16/11 • Not valid with other offers • www.turtlebay.tv

431 Tyler Street
Monterey • 333-1500

1301 Fremont Blvd
Seaside • 899-1010

The Ultimate Tacos,

Wraps, and Bowls

2009 
Voted Best 

Restaurant (Seaside)

AT ASILOMAR BEACH

1996 1/2 Sunset Drive • Pacific Grove • 375-7107
FULL BAR • OPEN EVERY DAY

Coupon also honored at the Fishwife Seafood Cafe
789 Trinity Avenue • Seaside • 394-2027

BICYCLETTE PIZZA, TWINKLY LIGHTS, 
CRABBY GOODNESS AND A FREE FEAST

Give your community a stimulus plan — shop locally!

By MARY BROWNFIELD

THE PIZZA oven in La Bicyclette’s new addition (the
former home of Wings America at Dolores and Seventh) is
roaring in all its 800-degree fury, turning out pizzas devised
by executive chef John Cox, and
owner Walter Georis said business is
bustling.

“It’s been really busy already,”
said Georis, who designed the interi-
or of the new room to be reminiscent
of a late-1800s French bistro. The
marble-topped bar he bought from Jan de Luz happens to be
an old pharmacy counter from Georis’ Belgian hometown —
a coincidence he discovered after buying it. 

“It has that authentic, Parisian, turn-of-the-19th-century
kind of wine shop/bistro feel,” he said.

Although Walter and Gaston Georis have installed wood-
fire pizza ovens for students at Carmel River and Carmel
Middle schools, Cox said, La Bicyclette’s is their first com-
mercial oven, “so we’ve been spending a lot of time testing
recipes and finding the balance between dark wood-fired fla-

vor and not having it get too bitter.”
Pizza choices will change fre-

quently, depending on what ingredi-
ents are available. Recent offerings
included a tasty butternut squash
pizza with speck, gruyere, arugula
and sage, another with housemade

fennel sausage, and one starring mushrooms and truffle oil.
All were delicious and flavorful, with a crisp crust and not
too heavy.

PHOTO/WALTER GEORIS

La Bicyclette quietly
opened its expan-
sion into the former
Wings America
space, where chef
John Cox fires up
his new pizza oven
daily.

Continues next page

soup to nuts

Valley Hills Center ~ 7156 Carmel Valley Road ~ 3.2 miles from Hwy. 1
(831) 625-5040

15% off all wines when you bring this coupon

Carmel Valley’s 
Premier Cabernets

Visit our quaint Tasting Room 

Enjoy our Premium Artisan Wines – Cabernet Sauvignon,
Cabernet Franc, and our signature blend, Cheval Rouge –

in a warm & cozy atmosphere.

PLACE YOUR ORDER FOR DIESTEL TURKEY, HOMEMADE BAKLAVA/BOURMA, HUMMUS 
HOLIDAY BASKETS & PARTY PLATTERS TODAY

6 Bottles of Wine or Liquor 10% Discount
12 Bottles of Wine (only) 15% Discount

(excludes rare wines)

MARKET

Family Owned & Operated Underground Parking off 7th
7th & San Carlos Carmel-by-the-Sea 624- 6441

HOLIDAY SPECIALS
Holiday Dinners include Mashed Potatoes, Gravy & Stuffing

Diestel Turkey or Sweet Ham Dinner $6.99/ea.

Single Serving Lamb Rib Dinner $9.99/ea.

Pork Tenderloin Dinner $9.99/ea.
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Hotel & Spa At Portola

Reservations: 831-649-2698 |  www.PortolaHotel.com
Complimentary Valet Parking | Two Portola Plaza | Monterey

Bring this ad into Jacks 
restaurant for dinner 

and receive a 
15% discount off 

your order!

Locals Save 15%

Don’t forget to ask your server about our 
Christmas & New Year’s Dinner & Brunch Specials

The Sweetest 
 Gift of All  . . .

Order T
oday!

A Cottage Industry of 
the Red House Cafe

 Give Red House 

 Signature Oatmeal, 

  Apricot & Pecan Cookies

Baked fresh and gift boxed 
for someone special.

• Give (one) to let someone 
   know they’re special. $3
• Give (six) for all they’ve 
   accomplished this year.  $15
• Give (a dozen) and they’ll be 
   able to share the joy! $24

Orders (831) 643-1060
www.RedHouseCookies.com

662 Lighthouse Ave., 

From previous page

Cox said he’s recently been experiment-
ing with a white pizza of three types of pota-
to and Midnight Moon goat’s milk gouda,
and another with shaved abalone inspired by
the clam pizzas found on the East Coast. 

His mission is to keep the food “fresh,
seasonal, local and affordable.”

The restaurant continues to get much of
its produce from the middle school’s habitat
project, which the Georises help support.

“We really want to appeal the people who
live in Carmel, the locals, and we base our
success on how often we get local repeat
business,” Cox added.

He and his staff also use the new oven to
bake all of the bread for La Bicyclette and

sister restaurant Casanova, and he plans to
open La Bicyclette for a light breakfast of
baked goods, like all-butter croissants, pan
chocolat and brioche, and housemade butter
and jam beginning in January. 

Happy Hour on afternoons from 4 to 5:30
includes half-price wines and “whatever piz-
zas we feel like cooking,” as well as occa-
sional small bites. 

“It’s just really casual,” said Cox, who
came to cook for Walter and Gaston 14
months ago and is really enjoying his job.

“I love Carmel, and I love working for the
Georises,” he said. “Having the opportunity
to live above Casanova and walk down to
work and to Bicyclette is pretty much a
chef’s dream.”

La Bicyclette is at Dolores and Seventh.
For more information, visit www.labicyclet-

terestaurant.com or call (831) 622-9899.

■ Overhauser cooking at Hahn
Brian Overhauser, known for wowing

guests with his creative fare at San Saba
Vineyards and Wrath Wines events, has
moved a short distance down the road to
become the first full-time onsite chef for

Continues next page

Big Sur Lodge
Christmas Dinner Buffet

Saturday, December 25th, 2010

Big Sur Lodge
Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park

47225 Highway One
Big Sur, CA 93920

1-800-424-4787  •  (831) 667-3100

Buffet Served 4:00pm-8:30pm
Adult $36   Kids $16

Choose from wide Variety of Salads and Appetizers

From the Soup Station
Butternut Squash Soup

New England Clam Chowder

From the Carving Block:
Slow Roasted Rib Eye with Au Jus, Creamy Horse Radish,

Holiday Ham with Raisin Sauce

From the Hot Station
Roast Turkey with Chestnut Stuffing, Cranberry Sauce, Spinach and

Crab stuffed Fish Filet with Champagne Sauce.
Wild Rice Pilaf

Vegetable Medley
Au Gratin Potatoes

Penne Pasta Primavera

From the Pastry Shop
Warm Apple Pie

Pumpkin Pie
Chocolate Decadence Cake

English Berry Trifle
Chocolate Cream Puffs.

FRESH PASTA & RAVIOLI FACTORY!!!

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9-5 • Sat. 10-4
7th & San Carlos • Carmel-by-the-Sea

Behind La Dolce Vita Restaurant

625-6508

Buy one 12 oz. package 
of Ravioli and receive one package

FREE*
Artichoke • Beef and Spinach • Mushroom • Butternut Squash

Expires 1/22/2011
* Limit of 2 pkgs. per customer

Thank you to all of our wonderful pasta loving
customers for all your support in 2010.
HAPPY NEW YEAR
We look forward to serving you in 2011!
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We have everything 
you need for your
Holiday menu....

Local Farm Fresh produce • Home Delivery
Grove Market 242 Forest Ave. Pacific Grove • 375-9581

Carmel Valley Market • 2 Chambers Lane
Carmel Valley • 659-2472

Order your 
prime rib roast or

other specialty
meats now for
the Holidays

Also Gizdich,Gianni 
& Sweet Earth Pies

Organic Produce & Grocery
Cheeses • Wines • Gifts

Vitamins & Natural Bodycare
5% Senior Discount • Case Discounts

625-1454
26135 Carmel Rancho Boulevard • Carmel

CO OPIRNUC

GIFT

CERTIFICATES! 

3600 The Barnyard, Carmel, CA
Open Sun & Tues. -Thur 11am - 9pm  • Fri-Sat 11am-10:00pm
(831) 626-1814 • www.holarestaurant.com Call and Make your

Reservations Today! 
(831) 626-1814

Mexican Restaurant & Cantina

“  The Most Unique Mexican Restaurant on the Peninsula”Hola!Hola!
CATERING

ALSO
AVAILABLE

Hola HOT Daily Specials

Happy hour M-F 3-6 pm bar area only • Drink specials & Complementary appetizers

HOT HOT TUESDAY NIGHT
1/2 Off

the Entire Food Menu 3-9 p.m.
Excluding all drinks • Gratuity added to bill

Free Taco Bar - Drink Specials - Monday Night Football 5-8pm
Book your holiday parties now!

Rare Wine Collections
Appraisals – Inventory – Acquisitions

Storage – Transport

Complete Wine Cellar Services
Licensed Wholesaler/Retailer

For a private consultation call John Gehrman

831-818-8866
john@carmelwinemerchants.com

2 SW of Ocean on Lincoln, Carmel, CA 93921

From previous page

Hahn Family Wines. As such, he oversees the culinary efforts
at the Foothill Road winery and the offsite events in which
Hahn participates.

Winery president Bill Leigon hired Overhauser to
“heighten the culinary aspect of the winery.” The chef earned
his culinary degree at the Ritz Escoffier Ecole de
Gastronomie in Paris, trained at London’s Institute of
Masters of Wine and has demonstrated his creative flair in
food and wine at various venues in several different capaci-
ties for the past two decades. 

Hahn is located at 37700 Foothill Road off River Road in
Soledad and has a full-service tasting room, as well as a great
picnicking deck overlooking the beautiful Salinas Valley. For
more information, visit www.hahnestates.com. 

■ Carmel in Florida
Outback Steakhouse cofounder Chris Sullivan — who

owns a home in Pebble Beach and said he spends about 80
days per year here — has named his newest restaurant after
the town he adores. The Carmel Café & Wine Bar in
Clearwater, Fla., opened by Sullivan and several partners,
features “regional classics from Italy, Spain, France, Greece
and Morocco presented in small plates, large plates, salads,
soups and sandwiches.”

Sullivan said the restaurant was inspired by his many vis-
its to the Mediterranean and Carmel-by-the-Sea.

“Walking around Carmel one Saturday this summer, the
name became apparent for our new restaurant,” he told The
Pine Cone. “Carmel’s dining scene is heavily influenced by
Mediterranean and Italian cuisine. Add to this the fantastic
climate, wonderful art and the relaxing attitude of Carmel,
and the name became an obvious choice for our team.”

■ Heller open house
Heller Estate Organic Vineyards will hold a holiday open

house and new release party Saturday, Dec. 18, from 5 to 7
p.m. in its Carmel Valley Village tasting room. Heller’s new
Late Harvest Riesling will be available, along with barrel
samples, hors d’oeuvres, gourmet olive oil and balsamic
vinegar. RSVP by Dec. 17 to (831) 659-6220 or email
info@hellerestate.com. The tasting room is located at 69
West Carmel Valley Road. www.hellerestate.com

■ Shake’s Salvation Army fundraiser
The 12th Annual Sabu Shake Sr. Memorial Fundraiser for

The Salvation Army continues through Sunday, Dec. 24.
Chris Shake, one of the late Sabu Shake’s sons, said the goal
is to surpass last year’s total of $50,021.

Donations to The Salvation Army can be mailed to Old
Fisherman’s Grotto, P.O. Box 2289, Monterey, CA 93942 or
dropped off at Old Fisherman’s Grotto or Isabella’s, both on
Fisherman’s Wharf, or The Fish Hopper on Cannery Row.
Donations are also accepted online at www.sabushakesr.org.

■ Crab season!
The Monterey Peninsula and its waters are home to many

delicacies, from chanterelle mushrooms and artichokes, to
sanddabs and dungeness crab. This year’s crab season seems
to be robust, with the shellfish appearing in markets and on
menus all over town, and Dominic Mercurio is celebrating
their arrival in his two Fisherman’s Wharf restaurants, Café
Fina and Domenico’s.

He serves dungeness five ways: chilled with cocktail
sauce and lemon, steamed with drawn butter, Cioppino-style
in a savory tomato broth, sautéed with crab butter and other
ingredients, and in his Nana’s Sicilian Salad.

Mercurio’s salad recipe, which he wanted to share with
Pine Cone readers, makes enough for three crabs, cracked
and cleaned. Add the following ingredients to the crab and
stir every 15 minutes for an hour, then serve chilled: 3/4 C.
extra virgin olive oil, 1/4 C. red wine vinegar, 2 T. chopped
garlic, 1/4 C. chopped Italian parsley, 1 T. Dijon mustard, the
juice of one lemon, and salt and pepper to taste. The crab can
be left marinating in the fridge for up to five hours.

■ Community Christmas
The 25th Annual Free Christmas Dinner will be held in

the Monterey Room at the Monterey Fairgrounds on
Christmas Day from noon to 3 p.m., and everyone is invited.
In addition to the full holiday feast, the celebration will
include musical entertainment, toys for children and a visit
from Santa Claus.

Organizers are searching for volunteers to help, as well as
donations of turkey, ham and cash. Anyone interested in
lending a hand should call (831) 649-3124, while contribu-
tors should dial (831) 757-5709 for more information.

■ Head to the bistro
Bistro Moulin — one of just three Northern California

restaurants to achieve a score of 29 out of 30 from Zagat for
chef/owner Didier Dutertre’s fabulous food — will be open
Christmas and New Year’s eves and days. On Dec. 24 and 25
and Jan. 1, 2011, the bistro will serve its regular menu of
European country cuisine, including Dutertre’s famous
spinach gnocchi, from 5 to 9 p.m., and spaces are still avail-
able for the New Year’s Eve Gastronomic Gala featuring a
three-course prix fixe menu for $65 plus tax and tip.

The first course of assorted tapas, like dungeness crab and
avocado, jamon Serrano and bruschetta, will be followed by
a second course of forest mushrooms and escargots in garlicWh il e We

Wrap You r

Pre s ents !

Tues-Thurs
Dec 21-23
From 5-10
5 Gifts Per Family
No Charge

Eat & Drink 

at Ja ck ’s

69 W. Carmel Valley Rd, Carmel Valley Village
15 min. scenic drive from Hwy 1 (11.4 miles)
www.hellerestate.com • OPEN DAILY

(831) 659-6220

� Hors d’oeuvres Will Be served
� Barrel Samples By The Fire
� Gift Certificates & Wine Club Gift Memberships
� Year End 50% Case Discounts For Your Holiday Parties
� Last Minute Gift Shopping, Gourmet Oils & Sauces
� Corporate Gifts
� Shipping Available

HELLER ESTATE ORGANIC VINEYARDS

Organic Holiday Open House
Late Harvest Riesling New Release Party!

Saturday December 18th • 5-7pm

WINE GIFTSMADE EASY
OPEN NEW YEARS DAY! 11AM-5PM
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Paseo Courtyard,

Carmel 
West side of San Carlos 

btwn Ocean Avenue 
& 7th

Open Thursday-Monday

11-6

(831) 620-0645

M A D E  I N  M O N T E R E Y  C O U N T Y

Gift Giving made easy ...
taste it, buy it, ship it —done!

Visit our Tasting Room 
in Carmel-by-the-Sea

TOAST
Carmel Valley

3 Del Fino Place, Carmel Valley
831.659.8500

www.toastcarmelvalley.com

Now Open Everyday
(except Wednesday)

Espresso Drinks and 
Housemade Pastries 
Starting at 6:30 a.m.

BRUNCH 8 - 2:30pm
WINE & CHEESE Mon-Fri  3 - 5 pm

DINNER Mon-Thurs  5 - 9 pm
Fri & Sat  3-9:30 pm

butter with pine nuts, or oysters on the half shell with
pancetta-leek fondue au gratin, or butter lettuce hearts with
caviar dressing. Entrée choices will be filet mignon with
Cognac, sherry-butter-poached lobster tail, duck breast with
foie gras, and cannelloni with spinach, ricotta and truffle.

For reservations, call Bistro Moulin at (831) 333-1200.
The restaurant is located at 867 Wave St. in Monterey.

■ PW at the FM
PigWizard, also known as Jonathan Roveto, is set to set up

shop at the Old Monterey farmers market starting sometime
next month. The downtown market, held on Alvarado Street
on Tuesday afternoons, is one of the Peninsula’s most popu-
lar. “Of course I’ll start with sausage, but be on the lookout
for chops, roasts and other porky treats as the year progress-
es,” he announced.

Roveto also teaches hands-on pig processing, and for
those who really want to learn how to dress a hog, it’s the way
to go. The next Half Hog Butchery Class will be on Jan. 23,
2011, and all attendees will not only learn valuable skills,
they’ll be able to take home half a hog, a 6-inch boning knife,
a 25-inch hand saw and a diamond sharpening steel. The
class starts at 10 a.m. and runs to 5 p.m., with a break for a
sausage-sandwich lunch (of course). Attendance is limited to
just six people, and the cost is $390 each. Reserve before
Dec. 25 to save $25. Email pigwizard@pigwizard.com.

■ Search for cheer
This time of year, it’s fun to find the hotels that go extra

lengths to deck themselves out in holiday splendor. While
Carmel and Pacific Grove inns are known for decorating to
the hilt and opening their doors for special holiday tours,
Monterey’s larger hotels are open all the time to everyone.

Explorations undertaken during morning runs revealed a
couple worth visiting while out on a shopping trip or in
search of a cup of coffee, an afternoon cocktail or dinner.
Topping the list is the InterContinental on Cannery Row, with
trees and garlands in a maritime theme and a gingerbread
rendition of Doc Rickett’s hangout all making the lounge an
even more pleasant place to indulge in a flight of Champagne
and couple of hors d’oeuvres during Happy Hour. 

Runner up is the Portola Hotel at the foot of Alvarado
Street, where Christmas trees in red and white complement
the live trees filling the lobby that are wired with thousands

From previous page of white lights. The lobby includes several benches, but
Jacks, the adjacent bar and restaurant where good, locally
sourced dishes are available, also affords nice views.

■ A wintertime splurge
The famous and stunning Ahwahnee Hotel in Yosemite

National Park is hosting its annual Chefs’ Holidays Jan. 9 to
Feb. 4, 2011, staring more than two dozens culinary masters,
including Mundaka chef Brandon Miller. 

The nearly month-long event features 29 chefs in a series
of eight sessions, each of which includes a Meet the Chefs
reception, three cooking demos and tastings, a behind-the-
scenes kitchen tour and a five-course candlelight gala dinner
with wine in the hotel’s grand dining room. The sessions will
star well known chefs and purveyors, among them Mark
Franz and Emily Luchetti of Farallon, Jesse Ziff Cool of the
Flea Street Café, Traci Des Jardins of Jardinière, Peg Smith
and Sue Conley from Cowgirl Creamery, Michael Recchiuti
of Recchiuti Chocolates, Tony DiSalvo of Whist, Douglas
Keane of Cyrus, Annie Somerville of Greens, Suzanne Goin
of Lucques, Barbara Lynch of No. 9 Park. 

Miller will participate in the eighth session, Feb. 2-3,
alongside Duskie Estes and John Stewart of
Zazu/Bovolo/Black Pig Meat Co. in Sonoma County and
Andrew Kirschner of Wilshire in Los Angeles.

Two- and three-night Yosemite culinary packages at The
Ahwahnee and Yosemite Lodge start at $995 and $695,
respectively, and include lodging and admission for two to
the Chefs’ Holidays. Tickets for the gala dinners are $269 per
person, including tax and gratuity. For information or reser-
vations, call (801) 559-4903. 
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F O O D & W I N E

Spend the evening enjoying splendid food, 
amazing wine, and great music. Enjoy a luscious
five course meal complete with wine pairings that
take you on tour from Northern California to our
Central Coast, then dance the night away with a
fabulous DJ. At the stroke of midnight grab your

champagne and toast the New Year in style.

Welcome reception begins at 8:30 pm
$150 per person all-inclusive

For reservations and availability,
please call 

831-624-6476, extension 488

www.laplayahotel.com 

Ask about our Special 
Sleeping Room Rates 

La Playa Hotel’s

New Year’s Eve
Celebration 

MARKET & DELI
Bruno’s Famous Turducken
Black Angus Standing Rib Roasts

Filet Mignon Roast • Pork Crown Roasts

Kurobuta Boneless Ham “Best Ham in the World”
Spiral Cut Honey Hams • Goose • Duck • Game Hens
Fresh Ladino Turkeys • Rack of Lamb • Local Seafood

Local Farm Fresh Fruit & Vegetables
Expanded Selection of Fine Wines & Champagnes

Fresh Baked Pies, Cookies & Muffins
Holiday Gift Baskets & Party Trays • Gift Certificates • Fresh Cut Flowers

Bruno’s 624-3821 • Surf N Sand 624-1805
HOME DELIVERY • AMPLE FREE PARKING

At the Corner of 6th & Junipero • Carmel

OPEN CHRISTMAS DAY

Be sure to visit Surf N Sand 
for all of your Holiday Liquor & Fine Wines

LOWEST PRICES IN TOWN!
Greeting Cards • Gift Items • DVD Rentals & Sundries

• Fine Cigars • Books & Magazines • Party Ice

The Sanchez family and the staff thanks you for your patronage and 

wishes you and your family a Merry Christmas & Happy Holiday!

WWW.THEFRENCHPOODLECARMEL.COM

Oliver, we need to hurry or we’ll miss the 

French Poodle’s 50th Year Celebration!

French Poodle Restaurant
JUNIPERO & FIFTH • CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA

831.624.8643

The Carmel Police Officers
Association collected more than
300 pounds of food from its
small membership to donate to
the Food Bank for Monterey
County, according to Cpl. Steve
Rana. Members of the CPOA
hope the public will help bolster
that total by bringing donations,
too. The station at Junipero and
Fourth in Carmel is collecting
contributions of nonperishable
food 24 hours per day through
Jan. 10, 2011. For more infor-
mation, call (831) 624-6403.

Cops take food to the bank
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Family Owned & Operated Since 1977

“Voted Best Jewelry Repair, Editor’s Choice
Monterey County Weekly”

Specializing in
Custom Design
Alterations &
Repairs

We Buy Gold

Monterey Jade

HOLIDAY SALE 10-25% OFF
select items storewide

Rush Orders Available

2245 North Fremont St., Montere y
831.375.3027

Closed Sundays & Mondays • All Services Completed In House

Diamond & Monterey Jade Engagement Ring
Custom Designed & Fabricated

Peninsula Gem & Jewelry

CLASSIFIED DEADLINE: 
Tuesday 4:30 pm

Call (831) 274-8652

Classifieds
Pine Cone

8 3 1 . 6 2 4 . 0 1 6 2

Is your best friend furry, cuddly,
loving... with four paws?

Now you can share with
The Carmel Pine Cone readers 

just how special your pet is!

~ Milestone Birthdays
~ Successful Operations
~ Special Events/Parties
~ An Accomplishment
~ Anniversaries 
~ or ~ when the Sorrowful 

Inevitable Happens

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

Vanessa Jimenez • (831) 274-8652
vanessa@carmelpinecone.com

Congratulations!
Our hats off to you, Sammy!

You made it through 
obedience school.

Love,
Your Family

Wanted to Buy

Lost Pet

Paintings for Sale

Personal Assistant
Missing Cat

WANTED! Local Dealer will pay TOP
$$ for CHANEL Jewelry, Handbags
and Clothing. Susan Cell (415) 999-
3587. TF

I AM AN EXCELLENT CAREGIVER
with references. Available all shifts.
(831) 920-7236 12/17

CAREGIVER HELPING PEOPLE -
Have 9 yrs. local exp. Excellent refer-
ences. Very dependable & caring.
Available days/nights. Genny (831)

HANS SKALAGARD original marine
oil painting, four-masted ship. 24 x
20. Renowned local artist. (775) 246-
5435 12/17

JEANNE D’ORGE (Mrs. Carl
Cherry) authentic original “Carmel
Mission”. $3500. (831) 626-3610 

1/7/11

PERSONAL ASSISTANT available
for projects and administrative
needs. Call (831) 626-1447  12/17

LOST CAT - Missing from Carmel
Point area of Carmel. Black & white
male. Reward. (831) 236-6951

12/17

BIG ESTATE GARAGE SALE -
MONTE VERDE 2 between 8th &
9th. Sat. & Sun. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Rain or shine. 12/17

REWARD!
MISSING CAT

(AND MEMBER OF THE FAMILY)
LAST SEEN: Monday night,

11/1/2010, 9:00pm
24855 Outlook Court

ANSWERS TO: “Putzi”
She is a beautiful, white, short
haired, spayed female, with a 
little gold on her head & tail.

She is about 2 years old, 
wearing a collar & rather shy.

Please Call:
831.624.9043
Thank You!

Books Wanted Garage Sale

Caregiver

Collections/ Estates
Carpe Diem Fine Books

- NOW BUYING -
245 Pearl St, Monterey

831-643-2754   Tu-Sa 12-6

Carmel Mission Basilica
Sat. Mass: 5:30PM fulfills Sunday obligation.

Sun. Masses: 7:30 AM, 9:15 AM, 11:00 AM; 12:45 PM and 5:30 PM
Confessions: Sat. 4:00 to 5:00 PM (Blessed Sacrament Chapel)

Communion Service (Spanish) at Big Sur: Saturdays at 6:00 PM.
3080 Rio Road, Carmel

All Saints’ Episcopal Church
Dolores & 9th, Carmel-by-the-Sea • www.allsaintscarmel.org

8:00 AM Traditional • 10:00 AM* Choral • 5:30PM Spoken
(Evensong - 1st Sun., 5:30 PM)

(831) 624-3883 *Childcare provided at 10AM

Worship
C A R M E L  � C A R M E L  V A L L E Y
M O N T E R E Y  � P A C I F I C  G R O V E

Advertise Your Church Services here
◆ $20 per week ◆

Call The Carmel Pine Cone 
(831) 274-8652

Bible Study at 8:45 and 11:15 AM
Sunday Worship at 10:00 AM • Loving Child Care

Children’s Sunday School at 10:15 AM
Lincoln & 7th, Carmel-by-the-Sea

624-3550 • www.churchofthewayfarer.com

Church of the Wayfarer
(A United Methodist Church)

First United Methodist Church
of Pacific Grove

found at www.butterflychurch.org

Worship celebration @ 10:00 a.m.

“A Voice From Afar: God Will Be With Us”

Rev. Mark R. Wendland

Dr Norm Mowery will present 
the sermon entitled 

“A Life Giving Christmas ~ Love… gotta Have It!”
this Sunday, the Fourth Sunday of Advent.

Special music will be provided by the Wayfarer Ensemble.

9:30 AM Service

Sermon Title Here
The Rev. Minister Name

9:15 AM Pre-service Concert

Placeholder for the musician or group

Multi-denominational

9:30 am Service
“Love Loudly”
The Rev. Dr. William B. Rolland

9:15 am Pre-service Concert
Wildcoast Brass Quintet
Melinda Coffey Armstead, organ

Carmel Valley Community Chapel
located in the heart of Carmel Valley Village 

Paso Hondo and Village Dr.
Rev. Rick Yramategui, Pastor

10:30 am Worship Service and Sunday School
Upcoming Special Services:

December 19   10:30 am Sunday School Program
December 24  9:00 pm Christmas Eve Service

659-2278    www.carmelvalleychapel.org

Teens solicit donations to build greenhouses in Peru
By MARY BROWNFIELD

CARMEL HIGH School junior Mai Lee and a handful
of her classmates hope to travel to Peru next summer to help
construct greenhouses so the country’s poor can grow better,
more diverse crops. But to get there, they need cash.

“We’re raising money to fund a greenhouse in Peru,
because they can’t really grow anything except potatoes and
certain greens because of the high altitude,” explained Lee,
founder of the CHS Peru Project. “So a greenhouse and basic
agricultural knowledge would help them out so much.”

Lee said she was inspired to form the club after hearing a
representative of the Becky Fund speak in her AP world his-
tory class last year. Founded in 2003, the Becky Fund focus-
es its efforts on providing school supplies to children and
teachers in rural areas of Peru. In 2005, it added nutrition to
its mission by helping schools to cultivate Guinea pigs — a
major source of protein for Peruvians — and last year, it

launched its summer greenhouse projects. 
Working with Monterey Institute of International Studies

students who started an organization of their own called
Team Peru, the Becky Fund planned and collaborated on the
construction of its first two greenhouses on school grounds
last summer. Representatives also designed curriculum so
students and teachers in Peru could learn how to use them.
Eight MIIS students traveled to the rural mountain commu-
nity to do the work.

Next summer, Lee and her classmates want to make the
trip and lend a hand, too.

Lee said it will also serve as a cultural exchange.
“Students in Carmel really take energy and supplies for

granted, and it would be an eye opener for us if we see things
from a different perspective,” she said.

Since its founding at the beginning of the school year, the
group has held a few small fundraisers, and members have
begun mailing letters asking for grants and donations. The

club has about 25 students, but only 16 will make the trip to
Peru, according to Lee.

“We want the public to know about our club and what
we’re doing, so we can get public support,” she said.

To donate, write a check to Carmel High School ASB,
with “Peru Project” in the memo field, and mail it to CHS
ASB, P.O. Box 222780, Carmel, CA 93922.

Girl Scouts share Christmas bounty 
EIGHT CARMEL Girl Scouts are bring-

ing some holiday cheer to the 110 Monterey
County teenagers who don’t have families of
their own. The small troop of 9- and 10-year-
olds is donating $1,100 worth of Kohl’s and
Target gift cards to teens in the Monterey
County Child Protective Services and foster-
care system, according to parent Janie
Jessup-Hiura.

The girls also spent a couple of evenings
hand-making Christmas cards to go with
each $10 gift, according to Jessup-Hiura,
who works as a court reporter and planned to
hand over their donations to the Monterey
County Family and Children’s Services
director this week. The agency’s mission is to
prevent child abuse and neglect, and it over-
sees child protective services, foster care and

adoption.
While the troop has made small donations

to the SPCA for Monterey County in the
past, this year marks the girls’ first major
philanthropical endeavor. They initially
wanted to deliver gifts to the younger chil-
dren awaiting adoption, but Jessup-Hiura
learned the teenagers who have been
removed from abusive or otherwise unsuit-
able homes are the ones who most often go
without holiday gifts, since more people are
inclined to buy them for little kids. 

She also said she was surprised to hear so
many teenagers in the county are in need of
safe, permanent homes, and she wanted the
Girl Scouts to be recognized for their efforts
to make the teens’ lives a little happier on
Christmas Day.

PHOTO/JANIE JESSUP-HIURA

Members of a
Carmel Girl Scout
troop make
Christmas cards to
accompany their
gifts for more than
100 teenagers who
live in foster care or
group homes
throughout
Monterey County.

Baum & Blume – 
Worth A Winter’s 

Drive For…

4 El Caminito Road
Carmel Valley Village

659-0400

Ordering
Holiday Foods

Handmade Hors d’oeuvres
Festive Soups & Salads

Apricot-Glazed Ham
Butternut Squash Lasagna

Whole Roasted Capon

Tantalizing Desserts,
Plum Puddings & Panforte

Gourmet Gifts
Handmade Fruitcakes,
Preserves & Chutneys

Cocoa & Cappuccino Blocks
Artisan Cookie Doughs
+ Great Gifts for Cooks

WE MAKE BEAUTIFUL
CUSTOM GIFT BASKETS!

and Holiday Shopping
Amazing Gifts for Everyone

on Santa’s List!
Unique Ornaments & Decor

French soaps & Lotions
Cozy Hats…Party Shoes too!

AND THE CARRIAGE HOUSE

Open Mon-Sat 
11:30am-7pm



22 A The Carmel Pine Cone December 17, 2010

Wrestlers welcome back football
players, finish 15th in S.F. tourney 

By CHRIS COUNTS

FACING OFF against some the best
competition in Central California, the
Carmel High School wrestling team finished
15th overall in last Saturday’s Golden Gate
Invitational Tournament in San Francisco.
Forty-five schools were represented in the
day-long event.

“The boys are pinning well, and that is
what wrestling is all about, pinning the
opponents’ shoulders to the mat,” wrestling
coach Russell Shugars said.

The Padres were led by Todd Jones and
Joe Kochevar, who finished fourth and
eighth, respectively, in their weight classes.
According to Shugars, Andrew Pulido and
Josh Querfurth also had memorable perfor-
mances. And just a week after the football
season ended, Carmel High gridiron stars
Kodiak Sauer, Jack Carmenita and Richie
Rodriguez looked good on the mat, each
recording pins, which added to the team’s
overall score.

The Padres travel to the East Bay
Saturday for the Berkeley Duals.

■ Hoopsters whip Gonzales,
prepare for Cougar Classic

The Carmel High girls’ basketball team
evened its record at 2-2 after trouncing
Gonzales High 58-41 last Saturday. The
Padres took control of the game early, cruis-
ing to a 37-8 halftime lead.

The team was paced by Sarah Anderson,
who scored 15 points, and Abby Ferral, who
tallied 13 points and grabbed 12 rebounds.
Jule Muegge, the team’s leading scorer at
15.5 points a game, added 12 points.
Savanna Hoffman and Kaylee Vandenberg,
meanwhile, each added a pair of assists.

The win comes on the heels of last
Friday’s 45-36 loss to powerhouse San
Benito High of Hollister.

The Padres travel to San Lorenzo Valley
High this weekend, where they will compete
in the annual Lady Cougar Classic. Going
into the four-team tournament, coach Jeff
Nakamura is happy with Carmel High’s
progress. “The girls are doing awesome,”
Nakamura said. “I think we’re going to have
a very good year.”

Commission OKs, then denies, then delays vote on housing
By MARY BROWNFIELD

A DEVELOPER’S efforts to build two
large houses on the fringe of Carmel’s cen-
tral commercial district hit another snag last
week, when the planning commission
delayed voting on either application after
more than two hours of discussion. 

The homes proposed by Tucson, Ariz.,
resident Don Mackey, under the name Old
Mill Properties, would be built back to back

on Mission and San Carlos streets south of
Seventh Avenue. In October, Pacific Grove
architect Eric Miller received approval for
the San Carlos Street house, while commis-
sioners requested he redesign the Mission
Street side. But last month, commissioners
denied both projects after determining they
would violate the municipal code’s require-
ments for residential design in commercial
areas.

At the Dec. 8 meeting, Miller returned

with new applications that still call for con-
structing large homes but also include an
apartment on each lot. 

The city encourages the construction of
multifamily residences in the business dis-
tricts, and Miller designed a 2,375-square-
foot house with a 405-square-foot apartment
for San Carlos Street and a 2,765-square-
foot house with a 410-square-foot apartment
for the Mission Street side. 

While quite similar in size and overall
design, each house would use Fond du Lac
stone in a different pattern, and one would
have a clay barrel roof, while the other would
use slate tile. The lots are next to the large
Coachman’s Inn.

Associate planner Marc Wiener recom-
mended the commission approve each appli-
cation, but residents argued homes should
not be built in the commercial district. They
wanted businesses, instead, but planning and
building services manager Sean Conroy said
the code permits residences on those lots, so
the commission could not deny the plans just
because it prefers commercial enterprises.

Commissioner Victoria Beach, an archi-
tect, didn’t like Miller’s design for the
Spanish-style, stone-fronted home on San
Carlos, saying it was too “historicist,” and
she recommended he request a variance so
the plans would not have to include off-street
parking for three cars. Miller balked at the
idea of changing his plans, which meet zon-
ing and municipal code requirements, to ask
for a variance — which commissioners
infrequently approve.

Several members of the audience drew
rough sketches showing how they would
move parking areas to the rear of each lot,
but Miller argued the slope of the property
and a large tree on the Mission Street side
made them infeasible.

“No architect in this room has studied this
site like I have,” he said.

Commissioners voted to continue both
projects so the police department could
weigh in on the safety of backing out of dri-
veways onto busy streets, and to ask Miller
to redraw the plans with parking at the rear
of the properties.

By KELLY NIX

THE CITY of Pacific Grove is going to
pay a consultant more than $40,000 to get a
better handle on the city’s historic buildings.

The P.G. City Council voted Wednesday
night to spend $42,400 to prepare an “his-
toric context statement,” which will include
describing how the city’s architecture
evolved.

“It’s a reconnaissance of the structures
throughout the city, to look at the architec-
tural styles and the age and the relative loca-
tion of the [buildings],” chief planner Lynn
Burgess told The Pine Cone Monday. 

It will also help determine what led to
specific changes in architecture and whether
an architect or builder was important to the
city’s history. The city requires a historic
evaluation if a home is 50 years or older if a
demolition or remodel is being sought.

While spending $40,000 on a report in a
city that is having severe financial troubles
may seem superfluous, Burgess said in the
long run, the report could save money for the
city and residents, who must fork over from
$200 to $1,000 for a historic evaluation.

“If through this context statement we are
able to [identify] certain neighborhoods that
are not significant to the overall develop-
ment of the city and its history,” Burgess
said, “we could decide we don’t need to do
that 50-year evaluation.” 

Besides which, identifying and preserv-
ing P.G.’s historic buildings is valuable,
Burgess said. “It really goes the heart and
soul of this community,” she said, “so it’s
important we do it right.” 

Though the consultants will look at all
buildings that are 50 years or older, they
won’t perform a detailed analysis of each
structure, instead providing general informa-
tion about history or relevance. “That does-
n’t mean that if something is of lesser signif-
icance, that we wouldn’t want to preserve it,”
Burgess said. “But [the report may identify]
different levels of historic standards.”

Currently, the city applies the same level
of protection to a structure if it’s deemed his-
toric — regardless of its relative importance.

In October, the city sent out a request for
proposals and received submissions from
eight consultants, deciding on Page &
Turnbull, a San Francisco firm. The compa-
ny is expected to charge $103 per hour for
412 hours. The city received quotes from
$27,000 to $62,000 for the work. 

The cost is less than the $65,000 the city
council had allocated for the historic report. 

The balance will be used for “other
efforts related to historic preservation, some
of which may cost more than was planned
for in the budget, or other city projects,”
according to the staff report.

Carmel spent about $50,000 in 2008 for
its historic context statement.

P.G. to spend $40,000 for historic report

FLORAL DESIGN

THE CROSSROADS.CARMEL

206 THE CROSSROADS ~ CARMEL, CALIFORNIA 93923 ~ 831.293.8045

Cross one more 
thing off your list...
Order your wreaths and

centerpieces with Rose Hip!

Carmel Valley ~ Born on October 30, 1910
in Fort Wayne, Indiana, Mary Louise (LoCoco)
Fielo, age 100, died peacefully at home on
December 14, 2010. Growing up in
Logansport, IN,  she and William H. “Bill”
Fielo wedded in 1935 and enjoyed 58 years
together. In 1938, they moved to Monterey, CA
where Bill became a district manager for
Sprouse-Reitz Co. with the Pacific Grove store
serving as his district office. Mary managed
the PG store  for four years while Bill served in
the U.S. Navy during World War II. 

Retiring in 1972, Mary and Bill moved to
their home in “Lower Circle” below Carmel
Valley Village. They traveled extensively in
retirement, visiting many countries and U.S.
states.

Mary loved family gatherings and entertaining, reading, gardening, cooking and was
well known for her daily  walks. She had many hobbies: golfing into her ‘80s as a char-
ter member of the Pacific Grove Golf Club, an originating member of Lighthouse
Keepers, a volunteer “Pink Lady” at Community Hospital, member of the Carmel Valley
Garden Club, senior member of Carmel  Foundation and Carmel Valley Women’s Club,
enjoying bridge and poker with friends, and playing the “one-armed bandits” at Nevada’s
many casinos. Deeply religious, Mary was a long-time parishioner of Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel Church in Camel Valley Village.

Mary was preceded in death by her husband, Bill Fielo; her parents Joseph and Anna
LoCoco of Logansport, IN;  her sisters, Pearl Donato, Francis Bordewick, Josephine
Urrea and her brothers Marion, Michael, and Harry LoCoco. She is survived by her
daughter, Cherie (Jeff) Ohlson of Bellevue, WA; nieces Dianne (Kip Sorenson) Woods
of Carmel Valley, CA, Pamela (Fred)  Lewis of Pleasanton, CA and Sandra (Boyd) Cope
of Crawfordsville, IN and nephews Richard (Paula Alvarez) Pearson of Atascadaro, CA,
Steve (Lisa) Woods of Coarsegold, CA, and their families.

Private burial will take place at El Carmelo Cemetery in Pacific Grove under the
direction of The Paul Mortuary.  Father Emil Robu will officiate at a Mass and
Celebration of Life for Mary at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church, 9 El Caminito in
Carmel Valley this Monday, December 20 at 1:00 PM followed by a reception in the
parish hall.

Memorial contributions can be made to the American Red Cross-Monterey Bay Area
Chapter www.arcmontereybay.org or the March of Dimes- California Chapter
www.modimes.org/california/california.asp. Please visit www.thepaulmortuary.com  to
sign Mary’s guest book and leave messages for her family.

Special thanks is extended to Mary’s long-time caregiver, Rene Paquin, and the VNA
and Hospice Team for their  caring and compassionate support.

Mary  L.  Fielo
1910-2010
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North side of Ocean Avenue between San Carlos & Mission
Carmel-by-the-Sea

(831) 624-5621

Your local full service jeweler for over 25 years.

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO

PLACE THAT

SPECIAL ORDER FOR

CHRISTMAS

Join us for hot cider and treats each day through Christmas

Authorized Cartier Dealer

Come see our new location on Ocean Avenue 

between Mission and San Carlos Streets

Remember us for original, hand made designs 
fabricated right here in Carmel By The Sea

Special Holiday Discounts 
for our local customers

40% OFF 
ALL LASER PACKAGES!

The Perfect Gift For You or For Anyone!

10% OFF 
BOTOX AND JUVEDERM XC!

FREE BOX OF 
LATISSE*

WITH ANY INJECTION SERVICE!
*while supplies last

WINE & PEPTIDE
LIFT & TONE TREATMENT

OUR 3-DAY FACE LIFT ONLY $95
($120 value)

GET READY FOR 
THE HOLIDAYS!

FOR MEN AND WOMEN
Consultations Always Complimentary
Call for your appointment
Gift Certifi cates Available
831.626.6228
The Barnyard Carmel
www.CarmelLaser.com

Retired Siamese Show Cats
Beautiful and well-mannered, this mother and daughter pair 
are ideal for a quiet, Siamese-loving home. They are very 
affectionate, independent, playful, well-mannered and clean.
They have vivid blue
eyes, cashmere-like 
fur and love to sleep 
in a sunny spot.

Current owner is 
commuting for work
and is seeking a 
stable home for them.

For more information,
please call 
559-471-9875 
after 6pm.

IIff  yyoouu  lliikkeedd  uuss  iinn  CCaarrmmeell  VVaalllleeyy……
YYoouu''llll  jjuusstt  LLOOVVEE  uuss  iinn  CCaarrmmeell..

MMeerrrryy  CChhrriissttmmaass  ffrroomm

AAvvaanntt  GGaarrddeenn  aanndd  HHoommee……
ffoorr  tthhee  hhoolliiddaayyss

JJooiinn  uuss  

SSaattuurrddaayy,,  DDeecc..  1188tthh
ffoorr  ssoommee  hhoott  aappppllee  cciiddeerr

aanndd  2200%% ooffff
aallll  HHoolliiddaayy  iitteemmss  AANNDD

1100%% ooffff  ((aallmmoosstt)) eevveerryytthhiinngg  eellssee!!

SSaann  CCaarrllooss  aatt  77tthh,,  CCaarrmmeell  bbyy--tthhee--sseeaa
883311..662266..99889999

Pollacci rape trial set for April
By MARY BROWNFIELD

CONVICTED RAPIST Tom Pollacci,
who was sentenced to eight years in prison
after a jury found him guilty last spring but
remains in Monterey County Jail to face
more charges, pleaded not guilty to three
counts of rape last week before Monterey
County Superior Court Judge Terrance
Duncan. 

Pollacci, who was living with his parents
in Pebble Beach before he was jailed for rap-
ing a Colorado woman in the loft of his fam-
ily’s Lighthouse Avenue liquor store and then
leaving her at the hospital with a serious
head injury in April 2008, stands accused of
raping two more women who came forward
during the investigation of that case and his
trial this year. 

According to investigators, Pollacci raped
Jane Doe 1 in April 2007 and Jane Doe 2
twice in the fall of 2008.

Deputy district attorney Mike Breeden
and public defender Michelle Wouden are
next set to appear in Duncan’s courtroom on
the Pollacci case on Feb. 10, 2011, when the
judge will consider any motions the defense
wants to file.

Breeden has already filed his motion to
include five witnesses who would be permit-

ted under the Evidence Code to testify about
their experiences with Pollacci, even if those
incidents were never reported to police and
did not result in any criminal action against
him at the time. Some of those women also
testified against him during his trial last
spring, according to  Breeden. He did not
know whether Duncan would rule on his
motion during the Feb. 10 hearing or at
another time.

Pollacci’s jury trial is set to begin April
11. A guilty verdict could land him in state
prison for life if Breeden files a special alle-
gation under the California Penal Code sec-
tion known as the One Strike Law.
According to that provision, someone who
rapes multiple victims, seriously injures a
rape victim, uses a deadly weapon during a
rape or rapes a kidnap victim, among other
egregious acts, faces a sentence of 25 years
to life. If Breeden does not file the special
allegation under that law, guilty verdicts on
all three counts could earn Pollacci up to 24
more years in state prison.

Meanwhile, an appeal of Pollacci’s April
conviction is pending in the California 6th
Appellate District. Pollacci’s attorneys sub-
mitted their notice of intent to appeal the ver-
dict in July, but an opening brief in that case
has yet to be filed.

MONTEREY FIRE Department hosted a
ceremony Wednesday afternoon to bid
farewell to retiring MFD Chief Sam Mazza
and welcome Andrew Miller, the former
Pacific Grove Fire chief who is replacing
him. After P.G. contracted with Monterey to
take over its fire department, Miller became
assistant chief under Mazza.

The Change of Command Ceremony was
held in the Monterey Conference Center
Dec. 15. Mazza’s retirement took effect the
following day, and Miller’s role in the top

MFD job begins Dec. 17, putting him in
charge of firefighting and emergency
response in Monterey, Pacific Grove,
Carmel, Sand City, and the Defense
Language Institute, the Presidio of Monterey
and the Naval Postgraduate School. 

Mazza, 59, retired with a salary of
$164,256 plus benefits of $67,447, accord-
ing to the city’s finance office. As chief,
Miller will be earning that amount, while
Mazza will be taking in a significant pension
funded by state and Monterey taxpayers.

Fire command changes hands
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FINE WOODWORKING
By Paul Sable. Fine custom cabinetry/furniture for
the discriminating homeowner/designer or contrac-
tor. 30 yrs. experience. Excellent local references.
Free estimate.
Call Paul 831-345-3540 cell. TF

R.G. BUILDERS
Located in Carmel, we work exclusively in the
Monterey Bay area. From custom built homes, to
home additions and renovations to bath & kitchen
remodels. We also provide door & window instal-
lation, tile, and hardwood floor installation and
exterior deck. We do it all. There is no job too
small. We are a fully licensed, bonded & insured
company. Lic. #B803407.
Call Roger (831) 588-6751 TF

GRAVES CONSTRUCTION INC.
Kitchen, Baths, Tile, Flooring, Roofing, Decks,
Additions, all phases of construction. “We do the
small jobs, too!” Local company with references.
Lic# 893721. 831-375-1743 TF

• Reach the people who need your service for as little as $20.00 per week. Put The Carmel Pine Cone to work for you! (831) 624-0162 or (831) 274-8652.

SERVICE DIRECTORY

◗  DECORATIVE PAINTING

◗  FENCES AND DECKS

◗  CABINETRY

◗  CONSTRUCTION/REMODEL

◗  GARDEN cont.  

◗  GARDEN, LANDSCAPE & IRRIGATION

ON-LINE FENCE
DECKS, REDWOOD, TREX, 
POWER WASHING, SEALING.
REMODELS & HOME IMPROVEMENTS.
Call Jimmy (831) 915-3557
Lic. #830762

◗  CONSTRUCTION/REMODEL cont. ◗  ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

◗  FLOORING

◗  CARPENTRY

Building, Remodeling and Renovations
Historic Renovations - Windows & Doors

Maintenance & Repairs
Energy Saving Improvements - Solar Electricity

831-402-1347  jeffedmonds@yahoo.comL
ic

# 
B

 3
49

60
5

Carmel Valley Electric Inc.
Serving the Peninsula since 1960

Residential/Commercial,
Service Repairs

Remodels, Custom Homes
LED Lighting,Yard Lighting & Solar

CA Certified Electricians • Lic. # 464846

(831) 659-2105
Credit Cards Accepted

◗  COMPUTER SERVICES

Zak Vetter
Apple / Macintosh computer help

In your home / office, setup, repair, teaching
iPod, cell phone and palm pilot setup

www.VetterTech.com    831-277-8852

NOTICE TO READERS: California law requires that contractors taking jobs that total $500 or more (labor or materials) be
licensed by the Contractors State License Board. State law also requires that contractors include their license number on
all advertising. You can check the status of your licensed contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed con-
tractors taking jobs  that total less than $500 must state in their advertisements that they are not licensed by the
Contractors State License Board. The PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION requires household movers to include their PUC
license number in their ads. Contact the PUC at (800) 877-8867.

◗  HANDYMAN SERVICES

BRUCE LOORAM BUILDER
32 YEARS PENINSULA EXPERIENCE

Custom Homes & Remodels
Victorian Restorations

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Design Available
Free Estimates

Lic. #469152

Resume & References
Call Now
Office

831-333-9157
Fax

831-626-9145

DECORATIVE PAINTING/FAUX FINISHES
Specializing in wall glazing, antiquing, 
stenciling, gold leaf ing, hand painting, 

and textured surfaces.

Personalized design, beautiful custom finishes
Katherine Moore (831) 915-2649

“If your fireplace smokes, it won’t when I leave!”
�

I do extensive repairs on masonry fireplaces only.
BAD DAMPERS, SMOKERS, FIREWALLS, 

CHIMNEYS, CROWNS…ANY AND ALL
No zero clearance • Not a sweep 

Rumford fireplaces – New & retrofit

831-625-4047

◗  FIREPLACES

◗  FIREWOOD

◗  FURNITURE REPAIR

ANDY CHRISTIANSEN
CHAIR DOCTOR

(831) 375-6206

CARMEN’S APPLIANCE & HOME REPAIR
Repair • Sales • Installation. Serving Carmel,
Pebble Beach & surrounding areas.
(831) 236-1869. TF

◗  APPLIANCES

DANIEL’S
LANDSCAPING SERVICE

• Stone Work 
• Concrete Brick
• Low Voltage Lighting

• Cobblestone Pavers
• Irrigation Systems
• Drainages

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

www.danielsqlandscaping.com
(831) 915-6567

COMPLETE LANDSCAPE INSTALLATION

CA LIC # 943784 INSURED & BONDED

CAM Construction

www.camconstructioninc.com
(831)626-8886(831)626-8886

•••
Innovative Design Solutions
Superior Craftsmanship
Committed To Your Satisfaction

The Penninsulas
Preferred Builder

New Homes - Additions - Remodels
Kitchens - Baths - Windows - Doors - Decks

Lic. No. 770875

Full Service Local Company

◗  CARPET CLEANING

MONTEREY BAY HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Complete Home Repair

Kitchens, Baths, Remodels, 
Concrete, Fences, Decks

WE DO IT ALL! 
15 yrs exp. Lots of local references available.

(831) 760-7680

JOHN NORMAN HANDYMAN SERVICE
Adept Tradesman - Electrical, Plumbing,
Carpentry, Tile, Painting, and Hauling. Very
Reasonable Rates. Lic. # 889019 
(831) 595-9799. TF

OAK FIRE WOOD
Quality, well split dry oak, delivered.
(831) 601-9728 TF

DUKE GENERAL CONTRACTING & PAINTING
Pride in Customer Satisfaction
All Phases / 28 years exp.
Handyman Services • Drywall • Carpentry
(831) 320-1279 cell
(831) 632-0502 wk & fax
Dukerus@att.net
Free Estimates / Bonded & Insured • Lic #561848

◗  CONTRACTOR

Rick Broome & Son
HARDWOOD FLOOR

SPECIALISTS
SERVING THE MONTEREY

PENINSULA SINCE 1947

PH/FAX (831) 375-7778
LIC. #573904

CARPENTER - 34 YEARS
Kitchen, Baths, Cabinets, Doors, Stairs,

Windows, Decks, Finish, ALL Flooring, Tile,
Concrete, Plumbing, Electrical, Sheetrock,
Repairs, Handicap Accessory Installations,

Furniture Cleaning, Tile & Grout

831.869.2661

RICHARDS CONSTRUCTION
Simply Build Smart

♦ Remodels
♦ Restoration
♦ New Construstion
♦ Framing and Foundations
♦ Repair and Maintenance
♦ Zen Gardens

DARRELL RICHARDS
(831) 601-5993

dr.const.home@gmail.com
Lic # 908031

10% 
Discount 

FALLON ELECTRIC
Residential & Commerical

Service / Repairs
For all of your electrical needs.

Great Rates!
(831) 620-0759
lic.#912607 *Mention Ad

Your Home Your Paradise

Robert Dayton 
Landscaping

HANDS ON OWNER/OPERATOR

Specializing in: Full Service Maintenance, 
Landscape Renovations, Low Voltage Lighting,

Landscape Hard/Soft Installation
HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

Licensed, Bonded & Insured

License # 
916352(831) 233-2871

Serving
Monterey 
Peninsula 

Since 1981

FREE ESTIMATES!

◗  AUTOMOBILE STORAGE

SECURE COLLECTOR
CAR STORAGE
Attendant On Site 24 hours
Access Hours 9AM to 6PM (After Hours by Appointment) 
Detail Services Available

Mohr Imported Cars, Inc.
1187 Del Monte Avenue, Monterey

Space is limited! (831) 373-3131

We buy old
Porche cars

GARDENING
My name is Daniel Higgins and I can keep your
garden healthy and beautiful. I only charge $17/hr.
Please call 831-320-2012

◗  BODYWORK/MASSAGE

THAI YOGA MASSAGE - Emerge Refreshed,
Energized & at Peace. Excellent for golfers,
yogies, runners, seniors, etc. in Carmel.
Call (831) 320-5238 12/17

ANTHEM CARPET CLEANING
SPECIALIST IN… CARPET & FURNITURE CLEANING

TILE & GROUT CLEANING

The Bane-Clene Way® • Approved by leading carpet makers
All Work Guaranteed • Weekend Appointments Available

(831) 375-5122
www.baneclene.com

MEMBER OF  CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Setting the standard since 1962
©Bane-Clene Corp., 1999

LIC. #761579

GARDEN CLEAN UP &
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Repave & Masonry,
Irrigation & Tree Service

(831) 901-9656 

Tired of insects and other pests?
Let nature help …..

with a little prompting from me.
1-877-345-2114

forrest@saintaubinbce.com 

CAREGIVER
I am an excellent caregiver with references.
Available all shifts. (831) 920-7236 12/17

◗  CAREGIVER
The  Tinker’s  Daughter  Gardening

Emphasizing a thoughtful, responsible & 
knowledgeable approach to garden care; taking

time to do things well & by hand, resulting in 
satisfaction shared by both gardener & owner.

PPllaanntt  CCaarree  &&  MMaaiinntteennaannccee
Focusing on hand work rather than power tools.

CCaatthheerriinnee  CCoollwweellll
(831)  277-7386

Lic. 
#842363

Est.
1982

INCA 
LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT
Serving the Monterey Peninsula since 1981

Mario E. Callau
Landscape Designer

and Contractor 
Lic. # 875311

Carmel resident 
since 1981

Office 831-625-0900
Cell 831-320-4420

• A full service landscape, design,
installation and maintenance company

• Drip irrigation installation, trouble-
shooting and repair

• Fully licensed, bonded and insured

MASONRY • LANDSCAPING • CARPENTRY

Ramiro Hernandez 
Cell (831) 601-7676 • Hm (831) 633-2798

Brick, Stone
Concrete
Rock-Block
Plumbing
Sheetrock
Insulation
Roofing

Gardening
Plant
Pruning
Lawn 
Maintenance

Sprinklers
Clean-up & Hauling

Fences, Decks
Pavers, Repair, 
Tile, Painting,
Plastering
Stucco

P.O. Box 4802, Carmel, CA 93921

1 (831) 277-7525
LIC #581024

MIKE DONNELLY
CONSTRUCTION

SMALL JOBS / REPAIR / REMODEL
NEW CONSTRUCTION

www.mikedonnellyconstruction.com
mike@mikedonnellyconstruction.com

MIKE DONNELLY
CONSTRUCTION

SMALL JOBS / REPAIR / REMODEL
NEW CONSTRUCTION

www.mikedonnellyconstruction.com
mike@mikedonnellyconstruction.com

MONTAGNE LANDSCAPE
Intelligent and inspired gardening to suit your needs.

Maintenance - Design - Construction 
Former project manager, Carmel Plaza and    

Senior Landscape Supervisor, UCSC 

831-763-2804 LIC#. 805047
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• Reach the people who need your service for as little as $20.00 per week. Put The Carmel Pine Cone to work for you! (831) 624-0162 or (831) 274-8652.

SERVICE DIRECTORY

SERVICE DIRECTORY DEADLINE:
TUESDAY 4:30 PM
Call (831) 274-8652

“Se Habla Español”

◗  HANDYMAN cont.

◗  HAULING

TRASH IT BY THE SEA
Hauling is my calling. Yardwaste & Household
debris. No Job too Small! 
Call Michael (831) 624-2052. TF

◗  HOUSE CLEANING

EXPERT HOUSECLEANING
Have your home cleaned by 

“The Best in Town.” Great rates!
We also do gardening and windows.

License #6283

(831) 402-5434 or (831) 392-0327

Isabel’s Cleaning Services
15 YRS. EXPERIENCE • PROFESSIONAL & EXCELLENT REFERENCES

Serving Pebble Beach, Carmel, PG & All of Monterey Bay
Residential • Offices • House Management

Ideal for Realtors • Vacation Homes • Move In & Move Out
Available Anytime

~ ANA or LURIA CRUZ ~

831-262-0671 • 831-262-0436 • 831-449-3346

MILLER MOVING & STORAGE
Local, Nationwide, Overseas, or Storage. 
We offer full service packing. Agents for

Atlas Van Lines. CAL PUC# 35355

CALL (831) 373-4454

◗  MOVING

J & M MOVING AND STORAGE, INC.
We can handle all your moving and storage
needs, local or nationwide. Located in new
20,000 sf Castroville warehouse. We specialize
in high-value household goods. Excellent refer-
ences available. CAL PUC #187400. Call Jim
Stracuzzi at (831) 633-5903 or (831) 901-5867.

TF

CARDINALE MOVING & STORAGE, INC.
Local, nationwide or overseas. Complete mov-
ing, packing storage or shipping. Agents for
United Van Lines. CAL PUC #102 808.
Call 632-4100 or 800-995-1602. TF

LINKS LANDSCAPING
General maintenance, paving, cleanups and tree
trimming. (831) 236-5368. TF

◗  LANDSCAPING

NIELSEN CUSTOM FINISHES, INC.
Serving the Peninsula since 1987

Painting Effects & Restoration
Old World Craftsmanship • New World Technology

Decorative Arts • Color Consultation

BRETT NIELSEN
ARTISAN

(831) 899-3436
License #676493

CUSTOM PAINTING
GLAZING & ANTIQUING
FAUX & MARBLE FINISHES
FURNITURE RESTORATION
VENETIAN PLASTER

◗  PAINTING & RESTORATION

Vacation residential and more. 
Professional and quality service. Very low
price. We also do Gardening & Windows

(831) 899-8725 or Cell (831) 236-7133
CALL FOR AN ESTIMATE, LONG TERM REFERENCES AVAILABLE!

Carmel-by-the-Sea Housecleaning

PINEDO CONSTRUCTION
Remodels, Bathrms, Drywall
Elect. Decks & Fences, Repairs
Sm Jobs / Excel Refs / Free Estimates

Mont. Cel 277-0417   Lic # 910374

◗  PLUMBING

PRECISION PLUMBING
Full Service Licensed Plumbing company, New Construction &
Remodels, Repiping, Water Heater Service & Replacements.
Family Owned and Managed. Excellent References, Senior
Citizen Discounts and Referral Fees Available. License #886656
CALL DAVE @ PRECISION PLUMBING

(831) 915-7925

WILL BULLOCK PAINTING AND RESTORATION
Interior or exterior. Top quality yet economical.
Residential specialist - 35 year's local references.
Full range of services. Fully insured. Lic. #436767
willbullockpainting.com, 625-3307, cell 277-
8952 TF

BRENT BAYSINGER PAINTER
Interior-Exterior. Old fashioned quality. Free esti-
mates. Excellent Carmel, Pebble Beach and
Carmel Valley references. Lic. #663828. Insured.
(831) 625-0679. TF

JIMMY DOMINGO PAINTING
Interior/Exterior, quality, efficiency, dependability,
competitive rates, free estimates, excellent refer-
ences. Lic. #609568 insured. (831) 394-0632.TF

◗  PAINTING-COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL

Free Estimates, Experienced, 
Included: 

Cleaning Products Supplied

K’s House Cleaning Service

831.393.9913

Residential, Commercial, 
Remodels, & Move-outs

DM PAINTING
Interior/Exterior 

Residential Specialist Painting
Custom Faux Finishes

Authentic Venetian Plaster
Wallpaper Removal

Drywall Repair • Power Washing
Excellent References

LOW RATES!
Manuel Meza

831-236-2628

Lic # 948239

CA License #364707 373-7038

Re-Roofing –
All Types

FREE ESTIMATES

Repair Specialists since 1979

◗  ROOFING

◗  TREE SERVICE

IVERSON’S TREE SERVICE 
& STUMP REMOVAL

Complete Tree Service
Fully Insured

Lic. # 677370

Call (831) 625-5743

MATIAS GARDENING
15 years experience. I trim trees, plant lawns,
lay mulch, gardens, poison oak trimming, tree

cutting/pruning, and haul away anything.
Maintenance and garage clean outs.

Excellent references.
(831) 601-5734

◗  UPHOLSTERY

(831) 375-5665
301 Fountain Ave • Pacific Grove, CA 93950

J. Ballard & Son Upholstery
Family owned since 1948

Highest Quality Workmanship
Free Estimates
Fabric Samples 

shown in your home

TREE TRIMMING
REMOVAL • PLANTING
30 Years on the Monterey Peninsula

TREE SERVICE
JOHN LEY

FULLY INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES CA LIC. 660892

8 3 1 . 2 7 7 . 6 3 3 2
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◗  PET SERVICES

Nutritional Counciling simplified 
and tailored to your lifestyle.

Phone consultations, Home visits, workshops.
Bonnie: www.HeadtoTailHealth.com

(831) 359-6001

$20 off First Consultation
Confused about what to feed your 

animal companion? 
Do you think they could be healthier? 

Commercial diets, Raw food diets, Home
prepared, and Special needs diets.

Affordable Rates
Excellent Work. 15 yrs. Experience.

Residential / Vacation Homes / 1 time Deep Clean
Pets Welcome / Local References.

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Call us today for a free estimate Graciela & Alma 

(831) 402-5079 or 917-2023

◗  PERSONAL ASSISTANT

GOOD NEIGHBOR SERVICES
Light Bookkeeping • Organizing

Transportation • Pet & House Sitting
Bonded & Insured

Cathie Crabb
Personal Assistant

Cell: (831) 710-0052“Ask and ye shall receive.”

◗  PAINTING cont. ◗  ROOFING cont.

60 Years of re-roof/repair expertise.
“Maximum Roofing Peace of Mind.”

(831) 394-8581
ROSSROOFING1950.COM

◗  WINDOW CLEANING

Kelly O’Clean — Housekeeping at its best! 
Also, experienced, professional assistance for
your special events. Schedule an appointment.
Call (831) 659-5561. 12/31

HOME & OFFICE ORGANIZING
Clutter clearing • System set-up & paper flow

Storage & room organization
Packing, moving, & inventory

Call Carolyn 831-277-9041 
carolynclears@gmail.com

www.organizingwithdistinction.com

◗  ORGANIZING

Full Insured • Residential/Commercial
Pressure Washing

(831) 373-5500
Troy Simons

P.O. Box 51043, Pacific Grove. CA 93950

New Year's Eve
at Hidden Valley

party food
party wine
party fun
party music:
the George Young
Quintet with
Eddie Erickson

9:00 pm   $50

party info 659-3115

Hidden Valley Music Seminars
Carmel Valley Rd @ Ford Rd, Carmel Valley

CITING DANGER, PART OF BIG SUR TRAIL CLOSED

By CHRIS COUNTS

PLAGUED BY erosion, a steep one-mile stretch along
one of Monterey County’s most popular hiking trails has
been closed for the winter and at least part of the spring so
repairs can be made. 

The seven-mile loop trail — alternately named the Rocky
Ridge Trail and the Soberanes Canyon Trail — is located
along Highway 1 inside Garrapata State Park about seven
miles south of Carmel. 

A closure sign was posted along the trail last week after
California Department of Parks and Recreation district
supervisor Mat Fuzie personally surveyed the trail damage.

“I went and hiked it, and it’s a mess,” Fuzie said. “In my
opinion, it’s dangerous.”

Fuzie, a seasoned hiker, conceded he “took a spill and
banged up my elbow” as he walked along the trail.

The troublesome section of trail begins about 1.25 miles
up Soberanes Canyon. The trail winds its way through a lush
redwood forest before veering away from the creek and
ascending a ridge. The grade along this part of the path is
very steep, so the trail naturally is subject to constant erosion.

According to Fuzie, work on the trail will likely begin “as
soon as the rains stop.” In addition to repairing the eroding
trail, he said his agency hopes to construct an alternate route
that isn’t quite as steep, which he said the landscape can
accommodate.

Fuzie said the closure is unfortunate but necessary. He

said he made the decision to close the trail to “force the work
to get done.”

“I knew [the trail closure] would be controversial, but we
couldn’t sit back and not do anything,” he explained.

State parks posted a sign last week that mistakenly closed
the entire Rocky Ridge Trail. Fuzie said his agency is work-
ing to correct the sign.

Despite the closure — and the misinformation that’s been
spread as a result of the sign error — hearty hikers can still
walk up the Rocky Ridge Trail to a popular scenic vista that
offers impressive views of the Monterey Peninsula and the
Big Sur Coast. The first 1.25 miles of the Soberanes Canyon
Trail remain open as well.

In recent years, the trail has become one of most popular
in Big Sur. In 2008 and 2009, when wildfires closed most of
Big Sur’s trails, the Rocky Ridge and Soberanes Canyon
trails experienced a dramatic increase in use.

Last Saturday, several hikers simply ignored the trail clo-
sure sign and continued along the loop. When informed of
this, Fuzie said he isn’t surprised — or worried.

“It’s an ‘informational closure,’” he added. “We won’t be
handing out citations.”

Several others hikers Saturday wondered if state parks
could use some volunteers to help fix the trail. While Fuzie
said his staff is planning to do the work on the troublesome
stretch of trail that caused the closure, he said opportunities
do exist for trail work volunteers. If you’re interested, contact
Larry Tierney at (831) 649-2836.

If you’ve never hiked the Rocky Ridge and Soberanes
Canyon trails, there is ample parking along Highway 1. Be
sure to wear sturdy walking shoes and don’t leave valuables
in your car.
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See BRUSH page 31A

Call Vanessa at the Carmel Pine Cone to display your weekly worship schedule  (831) 274-8652

HOLIDAY WOR SHIP

St. Dunstan’s Episcopal Church
Robinson Canyon Rd. at Mid-Carmel Valley

624-6646 • saintdunstanschurch.org

Christmas Eve Service
7:00pm

with music starting at 6:30pm

Christmas Day Service
10:00am

Sunday following Christmas
December 26th

Regular 8:00am & 10:00am services

Carmel Mission Basilica
3080 Rio Rd.,Carmel • 831.624.1271

Christmas 2010Christmas 2010Christmas 2010

Sunday, December 19, 2010
7:00 PM • Basilica

7:30 AM, 9:15 AM, 11:00 AM &
12:45 PM • NO 5:30 PM Mass

Reconciliation
Saturdays of Advent @ 4:00 PM
Blessed Sacrament Chapel

Lessons & Carols

Friday, December 24, 2010
4:00 PM & 5:30 PM Mass
Christmas Carols • 9:30 PM
Solemn Vigil Mass @ 10:00 PM
Basilica

Christmas Mass Schedule

Christmas Day Masses

Saturday, January 1, 2011
9:15 AM ~ Basilica

Sunday, December 26, 2010 Masses
7:30 AM, 9:15 AM, 11:00 AM & 12:45 PM
NO 5:30 PM Mass

Week of December 27-31, 2010
12:00 Noon Mass ~ only Mass of the day
(Blessed Sacrament Chapel)

Mary, Mother of God

Fire plan OK’d after deal
on brush removal
■ But environmental group
didn’t want residents’
comments included 

By CHRIS COUNTS

AFTER LENGTHY and often con-
tentious negotiations between rural resi-
dents, firefighters, two local environmental
groups and the county’s planning staff, the
Monterey County Board of Supervisors
Tuesday unanimously agreed to sign off on
the Monterey County Community Wildfire
Protection Plan.

Emphasizing local knowledge, the plan
offers a blueprint for reducing the threat of
wildfire in rural areas of the county, particu-
larly Big Sur and Upper Carmel Valley. It
was commissioned by the Monterey Fire
Safe Council and developed by a subcom-
mittee, the Monterey County Wildfire
Working Group.

But two local environmental groups —
the Sierra Club and the Ventana Wilderness
Alliance — expressed concern that the plan
would enable agencies and residents to
destroy critical vegetation without environ-
mental oversight.

Ultimately, compromises were made in
the plan. In particular, the amount of land
identified for fuel mitigation projects was

reduced at the request of environmental
groups.

Language was removed from the docu-
ment that was critical of the U.S. Forest
Service’s past policies. The agency also
received assurances that it wouldn’t be asked
to do projects requiring too much money or
manpower — or that are simply impractical.

The county, to protect itself against a
CEQA lawsuit, insisted that wording be
added to the plan to ensure that projects
identified in it comply with all federal, state
and local regulations.

The plan rose from the ashes of the dev-
astating wildfires of 2008, which burned
more than 1.4 million acres throughout the
state. Those who supported the plan from its
inception expressed relief that the process of
gaining approval for the plan is finally over.

“I’m breathless,” said Kelly O’Brien, who
serves as chair of the MCCWPP. “We put in
a great deal of effort coming to consensus.”

But at Tuesday’s hearing, a representative
from the Sierra Club said she still had some
concerns about the plan, particularly regard-
ing the document’s appendix, which contains
comments and recommendations by rural
residents who recommend more extensive
brush removal than environmentalists are
willing to accept.For the venue nearest you and tickets

www.chanticleer.org   800 407-1400 

 The world’s leading male chorus
brings you the power and mystery, 
warmth and joy of the season!

12 Performances: December 10-22

Carmel Mission
Tuesday DEC 21, 6PM | 8:30PM

Mission Santa Clara
Wednesday DEC 22, 6PM | 8:30PM

A Holiday Classic for over 30 years
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Carmel Presbyterian Church
Ocean Avenue SE of Junipero ~ 831-624-3878

Childcare provided at 4:30 and 6PM

Of all the gifts bestowed this year
…this one is truly worthy of our celebration

Sunday Services—9 and 10:45  with Child Care and Children’s programs

Come rejoice with us on Christmas Eve
There’s room for you at the inn!

4:30 and 6 PM  -  Family Services with the Children’s Choir
7:30 PM Traditional Christmas Service with the Chancel Choir

Church of the Wayfarer
A United Methodist Church

Christmas Eve Worship Services
5:00 p.m. ~ Candlelight Family Worship

7:00 p.m. ~ Candlelight Worship

Loving childcare will be available for 5pm service

Dr. Norman G. Mowery, Pastor
Corner of Lincoln & 7th, Carmel-by-the-Sea

(831) 624-3550 • www.churchofthewayfarer.com

Christmas Eve Services
◆ 5:00 p.m.
◆ 10:00 pm

Christmas Day Service
◆ 10:00 a.m.

December 26th
◆ 8:00 a.m.
◆ 10:00 a.m.

’

All Saints’ Episcopal Church
9th and Dolores, Carmel

624-3883
www.allsaintscarmel.org

659-2278  ~ www.carmelvalleychapel.org

located in the heart of Carmel Valley Village 
Paso Hondo and Village Dr.

Carmel Valley Community Chapel

Rev. Rick Yramategui, Pastor
10:30 am Worship Service and Sunday School

Upcoming Special Services:
December 19 ~ 10:30 am Sunday School Program

December 24 ~ 9:00 pm Christmas Eve Service

HOLIDAY  WORSHIP

at Stevenson School, 3152 Forest Lake Road, Pebble Beach

We wish you a very Merry Christmas

COME CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS IN THE FOREST

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services
7:00 and 9:30 PM

Holy Communion

Music for voices, trumpet and organ

Christmas Day Service — 9:30 AM

Church in the Forest

Calendar
To advertise, call (831) 624-0162 or email

vanessa@carmelpinecone.com

TThhrroouugghh  DDeecc..  2244  --  GGiifftt  tthhee  BBlluueess!! For
Carmel-area shoppers and Blues music lovers,
the nonprofit Monterey Bay Blues Festival is
offering some holiday hours and packages.
Through Dec. 24, the lobby gift shop at 1201
Echo Ave., Seaside, will offer special
Anniversary prices from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m.
Monday through Friday, or gifts can be
ordered online at our website: www.monterey-
blues.com. 

DDeecc..  2211 - AA  CChhaannttiicclleeeerr  CChhrriissttmmaass..
CChhaannttiicclleeeerr, an Orchestra of Voices, the world’s
leading male chorus brings you the power and
mystery, warmth and joy of the season! A holi-
day classic for over 30 years. Tuesday, Dec. 21,
6 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. at the Carmel Mission.
www.chanticleer.org, (800) 407-1400.

DDeecc..  1166  --  LLaa  PPllaayyaa  HHootteell’’ss  ““BBiiggggeesstt  LLiittttllee
CChhrriissttmmaass  PPaarrttyy””  --  Thursday, Dec. 16, 6 p.m.
Join your friends and neighbors for a “local”
celebration (for parties of 2 & up). Champagne
on arrival, holiday buffet, music & dance floor.
Cash bar. $49 per person, inclusive of tax and
gratuity. (831) 624-6476, ext. 488.

DDeecc..  1177 - HHeelllleerr  EEssttaattee  OOrrggaanniicc  VViinneeyyaarrddss
extends an invitation to visit the Carmel Valley
tasting room for holiday cheer and new release
party on Dec. 18 from 5 to 7 p.m. The long
awaited Late Harvest Riesling will be presented
just in time for the holidays! Hors d’oeuvres will

RSVP (831) 657-4193 or rsvpcw@jtm-est.org
DDeecc..  2255 - BBiigg  SSuurr  LLooddggee  CChhrriissttmmaass  DDiinnnneerr

BBuuffffeett, Saturday, Dec. 25, 4 to 8:30 p.m. Adults
$36, Kids $16. Big Sur Lodge, Pfeiffer Big Sur
State Park, 47225 Highway One, Big Sur.
(831) 667-3100, (800) 424-4787.

DDeecc..  2255 - The 25th Annual FFrreeee  CChhrriissttmmaass
DDiinnnneerr will be held at the MMoonntteerreeyy  CCoouunnttyy
FFaaiirrggrroouunnddss on Christmas Day, Saturday, Dec.
25. A complete holiday dinner will be served in
the Monterey Room from 12:00 noon until 3
p.m. There will be musical entertainment, toys
for children, and Santa Claus will make a guest
appearance with lots of holiday cheer.
Volunteers are now needed to help with the
organizing of the event, (831) 649-3124. For
money, turkey and ham donations, please call
Rich Hughett at (831) 757-5709. This annual
dinner is free and everyone is invited to share
the spirit of the holidays!

TToomm  WWiilllliiaammss of Hale-Williams Interior
Design is pleased to announce that his latest
book, “The Designer’s Guide to Building and
Keeping a Great Clientele,” has been named
the Best How-to Book for Interior Design for
2010 by the Library Journal. His previous book,
“Starting Your Career as an Interior Designer”
received the same award in 2009. Both books
are available at Homescapes Carmel in the
Carmel Plaza.    

be served along with barrel samples, gourmet
olive oil and balsamic vinegar tasting in our hol-
iday shopping boutique. RSVP by Dec. 17 to
(831) 659-6220 or email
info@hellerestate.com. 69 West Carmel Valley
Road in the village.

DDeecc..  1177--1199  --  23 Fine wine, great food and
live music at TTeerrrryy’’ss restaurant & lounge at the
CCyypprreessss  IInnnn this Friday - Sunday, Dec. 17-19, 7
to 10 p.m. and Thursday, Dec. 23, 6 to 9 p.m.
Dinner 5 to 10 p.m. 15 percent off during
“Yappy” Hour, Monday - Friday, 4:30 to 6 p.m.
Lincoln & 7th, Carmel-by-the-Sea. (831) 624-
3871.

DDeecc..  1177--1199 - Holiday Party for the Village at
PPllaazzaa  LLiinnddaa this Friday, Dec. 17, at 8 p.m. - All
Holiday Music performed lived by Flutist Kenny
Stahl, Cellist Renata Bratt & 7-String Guitarist
Bob Burnett $10. Reservations recommended.
(831) 659-4229; Saturday, Dec. 18, at 7 p.m.
returning is Celtic Acoustic Trio Grumbling
Ginger $10; Sunday, Dec. 19 4:30 - 7:30 p.m.
horn player Tamas Marius classical, blues and
jazz and every Monday-Thursday from 5-6
p.m. - Happy Hour $3 beers/$ 5 Margaritas!
Located at 9 Del Fino Pl., Carmel Valley.

DDeecc..  1188 - I Cantori Di Carmel Choral
Singers Holiday Concert Saturday, Dec. 18, at
4 p.m. Canterbury Woods, 651 Sinex Ave.
Pacific Grove. Public Welcome-No Charge.

Wrapping gifts
for charity

DEL MONTE Shopping Center is
offering its annual gift wrapping for
charity up until Christmas Eve.
Volunteers representing local nonprofits
hang out in a booth near Santa’s work-
shop and wrap presents in exchange for
donations to their charities.

Each day benefits a different charity,
according to the following schedule:

■ Dec. 17, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. —
Education Resources of MoCo;

■ Dec. 18, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. —
Operation Yellow Ribbon;

■ Dec. 18, 4 to 9 p.m. — Olson
School;

■ Dec. 19, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. — MPC
Child Development;

■ Dec. 20, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. —
Family to Family;

■ Dec. 20, 4 to 10 p.m. — PEO;
■ Dec. 21, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. —

Dance Kids of Monterey County;
■ Dec. 21, 4 to 10 p.m. — Leukemia

& Lymphoma Society;
■ Dec. 22, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. —

Altrusa Club;
■ Dec. 23, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. —

Dance Kids;
■ Dec. 23, 4 p.m. to 10 p.m. — LLS;
■ Dec. 24, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. — Food

Bank for Monterey County.



Editorial

The right way to apply CEQA
THIS WEEK the Carmel City Council decided that construction of a new

hotel and retail project on an already-developed block downtown would not have

“significant” effects on the environment and that, therefore, the developer did

not have to spend years and hundreds of thousands of dollars on an environ-

mental impact report. We can only say, “Hallelujah.”

For years, state environmental laws have been used as a bludgeon against

even the smallest projects as activists demanded that ever-tinier impacts on

things such as water, air and traffic be exaggerated and considered significant,

in the true spirit of Humpty Dumpty, who said, “When I use a word it means just

what I choose it to mean, neither more nor less.”

But the people’s laws should be written and interpreted in ways they can read-

ily understand. In other words, “significant” should mean just that; not “some-

thing small which activists exaggerate to get their way.”

This week, members of the city council took a small step toward restoring

common sense to enforcement of CEQA. The whole town should thank them.

Get ready to pay
BURIED AMONG all the news coverage this week of the U.S. District Court

Judge Henry Hudson’s decision striking down a key provision of the Obama

health care bill was a single sentence on page A25 of Tuesday’s New York Times

that outweighed everything else:

“The Congressional Budget Office estimated that eliminating the require-

ment that people obtain insurance would save the government over $250 billion

in the next decade.”

Come again? Dropping the requirement that people buy health insurance, and

pay a penalty if they don’t, would save the federal government money?

The statement is the equivalent of throwing a stink bomb into the national

health care debate and exposes the Obamacare bill for what it really is: Just

another gigantic federal giveaway program.

Of the 46 million Americans without health insurance today, under

Obamacare, more than 15 million will be added to government-funded health

programs such as Medicare and Medicaid. Of course these people will accept

their “mandate,” because it won’t cost them anything.

And of the remaining 31 million, about 23 million will still be uninsured in

2019, the CBO said, because they’ll just ignore the whole thing or would rather

pay the $750 penalty for not having health insurance than sign up for a policy

they can’t afford or don’t think they need. 

And what about the remaining people who actually begin buying health insur-

ance? Most of them will get a taxpayer subsidy to do so.

In other words, the vast majority of the people who comply with the “man-

date” to “buy” health insurance will do so with taxpayers’ money.  And that’s

why forcing people to have health insurance will, in fact, cost the federal gov-

ernment so much.

The bottom line about Obamacare is that if you’re not working and/or chron-

ically sick, you will probably benefit. But if you have a job and don’t spend a lot

of time at hospitals, it’s going to cost you plenty.

Naturally, the people who will be at the receiving end of the new federal

health care giveaway program have every reason to like it, but most Americans

will end up paying through the nose, through higher taxes and increased private

health insurance premiums. They don’t like the idea one bit, and that’s why the

November elections turned out the way they did.
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BEST of BATES

L e t t e r s
to the Editor

Park board should step down
Dear Editor,

I worked for the Monterey Peninsula
Regional Park District as an independent
contractor from 2004 to 2009. Not only is
Joe Donofrio overpaid, his work is substan-
dard. The park district doubled in size in
spite of him, not because of him.

The board is ignorant of many of the
problems associated with Donofrio because
they do not solicit confidential performance
reviews about the general manager from staff
and park district partners. Most staff are
fearful to speak up because at least three of
us lost our jobs when we disagreed with
Donofrio. And partners can’t criticize the
general manager or they risk their long-term
relationship with the district.

In your article, Director John Dalessio
asks for public involvement, but he has not
made changes in response to the Herald’s
2007 article, The Pine Cone’s 2009 article, or

the articles this week in both papers. In 2009,
the board received more than 20 letters ask-
ing them not to cut the natural resources
management budget. Dalessio responded by
telling people that they needed to ask their
representatives to protect state parks. In your
article, he advised those furious about
Donofrio’s salary to consider the defense
budget instead. His dismissive response con-
trasts sharply with his responsibility as elect-
ed representative for the people of Carmel,
Carmel Valley and Big Sur.

Since 2004, I have attended most board
meetings and, since 2009, I have shared my
concerns publicly (see board minutes and
recordings). When I asked that they get con-
fidential feedback from the staff on the gen-
eral manager before the closing of the last
fiscal year, Dalessio came to Donofrio’s
defense. No board member acknowledged
my request and no staff feedback was
obtained. Four months later, Donofrio retired
with his full salary intact, and now receives a
large pension and a consulting contract.

The press needs to investigate this issue
this time. The public needs to attend board
meetings. The requests in Peter Baird’s letter
were reasonable and should be pursued until
fulfilled: Terminate Donofrio’s contract, ask
the board to step down, and form a public
committee.

Lynn Overtree, Royal Oaks

‘Excessive and outlandish’
Dear Editor,

I join with Peter Baird and the numerous
others outraged by the Monterey Peninsula
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See LETTERS page 31A

S E N I O R S

TURN TO US.
In the 14 years since Central Coast Senior Services, Inc. was established, we have learned that what most people are

seeking, even more than services, are answers, to all the “how do I” and “what if” questions related to the challenges that

arise in caring for seniors. Providing answers and solving problems comprise the heart and soul of our business. Yes, we

provide highly trained Personal Attendants to help your loved one through daily activities at home. But personal

assistance is only a part of the picture. Each of our clients also has a Home Care Coordinator to prepare a Personal Care

Plan, to monitor the entire situation, and to find solutions to problems as they arise.

We provide you with options, with answers, with strategies. We’ll be there during transitions, connect you with medical,

legal and financial specialists as needed, take your loved one to medical appointments, arrange for household repairs.

Whatever it takes, we can handle it – and all our services are covered by one hourly fee.

You don’t have to face this alone any more. Call us: (831) 649-3363.

When you’re the primary caregiver for an older family member,

you find that the situation often changes unexpectedly,

and the strategies you have carefully put into

place are no longer sufficient.

Sometimes you just don’t know where to turn next…

TURN TO US.

207 16 Street, Suite 300, Pacific Grove, CA 93950
Telephone: 831-649-3363 or 831-484-7355 Fax: 831-372-2465

www.centralcoastseniorservices.com

th

Central Coast Senior Services, Inc.
PROVIDING OPTIONS FOR INDEPENDENT LIVINGsm

26382 Carmel Rancho Lane (2nd floor) 
Carmel, CA 93923

831.275.0103 / 831.250.6371

Richard Kuehn, Owner
rjkuehn@familyinhomecaregiving.com

Private Duty Home Care
CNA’s • Caregivers • Companions

Judy Higgerson, RN, MBA
President
Certified Senior Advisor

Celebrating 28 Years of Award Winning Service!
When Caring Counts… Count on Country Home Care

COUNTRY
HOME CARE

831-333-2070
www.CountryHomeCare.com

Helping Families Make Informed Choices

2010 Business Excellence Award Winner
Monterey Peninsula Chamber of Commerce

I am an initial contact to…

Monterey/Salinas Offices and Home Visits
479 Pacific Street, Monterey • 60 West Alisal Street, Salinas

831.645.9950
www.shirleykiatta.com / skiatta@msn.com

SHIRLEY KIATTA, RN, CMC

Assess needs of client and family.
Identify resources to meet the client’s needs.
Assist in coordinating those resources.

• ELDER CARE CONSULTANT

• COMMUNITY RESOURCE SPECIALIST

• CERTIFIED GERIATRIC CARE MANAGER

Regional Park District board’s excessive and
outlandish compensation package for its
recently retired general manager, Joe
Donofrio: post-retirement consultancy at
the rate of $130/hour (annual = $260,000), to
which is added to his annual pension pay of
$167,000 (thus a current total annual rate of
$467,000). In my view — and reading of
the outrage of others, it appears I’m not
alone in my opinion — this is wasteful and
absurd!

I have a few suggestions for the board
regarding the consultancy and the new direc-
tor now being sought. The consultancy runs
out in six months. (I’d hope whatever con-
tract the board entered into provides for less
time if the new hire is made before the
expiry of that time). I’d imagine that, in
these tight and difficult times, a new hire
should surely should come with a far lesser,
but still fair, compensation package, and not
take all that time to seek, check, and hire.
Further, if the board can’t get the rehire
accomplished in six months, it seems clear
to me, and I’m sure many, many another, that
the board should be able to take care of
things beyond that time without any aid or
assistance by Donofrio.

Walter L. Wagenhals, Monterey

Cal Am takeover
Dear Editor,

In an editorial November 19, you object-
ed to current ratepayer efforts to persuade or
create a public agency to purchase Cal Am.
We are the group of ratepayers attempting to
do that. Focused solely on the ownership
issue, we call ourselves Water Plus because
we believe that the only way for local
ratepayers to have an active role in the
Regional Water Project or in decisions about
local water sources and costs in general is for
Cal Am to have local public ownership: Us.
We believe that the time to assume that role
is now when water rates are on the verge of
skyrocketing without any control by the peo-
ple who will be making the payments. 

Your editorial made a number of mis-
statements or incorrect assumptions about
us.

■ We intend in no way to impede the
implementation of desal; we just seek to take
the place of Cal Am at the table.

■ True, Water Plus is an outgrowth of
Monterey Friends of Locally Owned Water,

From previous page but, contrary to your assertion, the earlier
group did not support Measure W. In fact, a
great majority of its members voted NO on
the measure because the measure proposed a
study of the buyout of Cal Am, not the buy-
out itself. Monterey FLOW believed that the
proposed $550,000 study was as unneces-
sary as it was excessively expensive, though
some individual members of the group sup-
ported the measure as proposed because it
was the only game in town.

■ Another misstatement is that Water
Plus blames Cal Am for our water shortage.
We did not do that in our presentation, nor
have we ever done that. Unlike you, howev-
er, we also do not believe that government is
responsible for the shortage. The Marina
Coast Water District is in fact a critical gov-
ernment member of the group that is suc-
cessfully addressing the shortage.

You are right about one thing. We do
believe that Cal Am is substantially responsi-
ble for our high and ever growing higher cost
of water. That is why we are doing what we
are doing. That is why we are doing it now.

Ron Weitzman, George Schroeder,
Dick Rotter, Skip Keyzers,

Manny Fierro, Larry Weingarten,
Anna Yateman, Morley Brown

Best wishes from a lucky dog
Dear Editor,

We read a lot about the efforts of our city
leadership. But we all too often do not know
much about the staff. Profiles of the people
so vital to our collective well-being could
appear occasionally in the pages of The Pine
Cone. And I have a candidate in mind: Cindi
Mitchell, Carmel’s animal control officer.

Carmel is known as a dog-friendly city.
Our beach is one big dog playground. Dogs
are welcome in a number of our establish-
ments, and are the focus of various events. 

To make all this work, there has to be
someone to enforce the rules and provide
help. Cindi does this work for us, with care
and understanding for both dogs and their
humans.

She collects strays and unites most with
their owners. At the same time she checks for
proper dog tags, dog care and fences. She
deals with barking dogs, working profession-
ally with the dog owner and those reporting
the barker.

An example: My wife and I adopted a
young black Lab from a shelter. Arriving
home in at night in a driving rain, Nico was
able to slip away as we attempted to transfer

her from travel crate to our home. For three
days and cold nights Nico was roaming the
city. We passed out fliers, talked to neigh-
bors, contractors, and walked our streets.
Cindy offered advice, and added Nico to her

“watch list.” 
Nico was wearing a red scarf. We

received many calls from folks who had



30 A The Carmel Pine Cone December 17, 2010

FIRE
From page 8A
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S P E C I A L S E A S O N A L O F F E R *

15% off any Spa or Salon Service Sunday throughThursday by mentioning
this offer. Offer valid November 21, 2010 through February 24, 2011.

*This offer not valid with any other offer, discounts or packages

Call today for spa reservations or special winter
accommodation offers at Pebble Beach Resorts.

Resort reservations (800) 654-9300

www.pebblebeach.com

CALL MONTEREY COUNTY BANK TODAY! 
Monterey    649-4600    Pacific Grove   655-4300 

Carmel Rancho   625-4300    Salinas   422-4600 

Carmel-by-the-Sea   626-6999 

Member F.D.I.C.      SBA Preferred Lender     

Equal Housing Lender 

Construction & Commercial Lending 

Merchant Credit Card Services 

SBA Lending - #1  in Monterey Co! 

Comprehensive Business Banking 

Oldest Locally Owned,  

Locally Managed Bank   

in Monterey County  -  

OVER 31 YEARS! 

New!! 

$5,000,000 

SBA Loan Limit 

John & Josh, AUDI & VW Specialists
Servicing American & Import Vehicles
Matt’s Brake & Auto Service is
TEKNIK MOTORWORKS
UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP

DEBIT CASH

• Complete Auto Repairs • Scheduled Maintenance 
• Computer Diagnostics • Performance Upgrades
We offer Student, Senior and Military Discounts!

831-394-6294
1637 Del Monte Blvd., Seaside • M-F 8-5 • Sat by appt.

participate in the discussion.
Members of the Carmel Residents

Association asked the council to set a date
for the workshop but not rush in selecting the
best option for fire services in the city.

“We would prefer that the council take as
much time as necessary to work through the
analysis — however much time it takes,”
they wrote in a Dec. 6 letter to the council.
Therefore, they said, the contract should be
extended for longer than a month.

The CRA also asked the council to make
its choice based on five major priorities:
maintaining quick response times, preserv-

ing the city’s ambulance service, maintaining
control over decisions about the department,
providing cost-effective service, and main-
taining agreements with neighboring fire
departments to assure fast and comprehen-
sive responses to major emergencies.

Councilman Jason Burnett asked that the
cost projections for each option span a
decade.

Mayor Sue McCloud called a brief recess
so Guillen could confer with Monterey offi-
cials regarding extending the contract longer
than a month. When he returned, he suggest-
ed approving the extension to Jan. 31, 2011,
and said he would work with Monterey on
gaining another couple of months. The coun-
cil agreed to his recommendation, and mem-
bers said they would confer to set a date for
the workshop.

TOAST
From page 15A

folksinger and she’s been in musical theater.
She’s very versatile and she’s a wonderful
entertainer.”

Marcum, meanwhile, is a folk music affi-
cianado who was a member of the original
San Francisco cast of the musical, “Hair.”

COTTAGES
From page 15A

story has broad appeal. “Children love the
characters and adults love them as well,” she
observed.

Harvey, who taught herself to paint by
studying the works of acclaimed Irish-
American painter William Harnett (who she

“That was some of the most fun I’ve ever
had,” he recalled.

Together, the duo will perform a mix of
originals and covers by Gordon Lightfoot,
Bruce Springsteen, Merle Haggard, Jackson
Browne, Carole King and others.

The concert starts at 7:30 p.m. There’s a
$10 cover. The Works is located at 667
Lighthouse Ave. For more information, call
(831) 372-2242 or visit
www.theworkspg.com.

is not related to, despite her maiden name),
worked for Hanna Barbara Studios for 12
years as an illustrator. Among her many
credits, she worked extensively on
“Charlotte’s Web” and “Scooby Doo.”

Harnett’s original works are displayed on
the walls of both A Great Place and the Tuck
Box. Prints will be available at the reception.

A Great Place is located in the Tuck Box
courtyard at Dolores and 7th. For more infor-
mation, call (831) 620-1903.

Live grenade found in P.G. garage
RELATIVES OF a World War II veteran

who were cleaning out his former home
Tuesday morning found two hand grenade he
had apparently kept as mementos, according
to Pacific Grove police. The explosive ord-
nance disposal team from Vandenberg Air
Force Base determined that while one of
them was inert, the other grenade could
probably still blow up.

The family members discovered the
grenades in the garage of the Grove Acre
home Dec. 14 at around 8:30 a.m. and noti-
fied PGPD. “The former tenant apparently

obtained the devices as ‘mementos’ from his
military service and had forgotten about
them,” Cmdr. John Miller reported.

Police ensured people in the surrounding
homes were out of danger and contacted the
Monterey County Sheriff’s Bomb Squad and
the Vandenberg team. Air Force EOD per-
sonnel responded and “ascertained one
device was most likely inert, but the other
was most likely live ordnance,” according to
Miller. 

The EOD team confiscated the grenades
for destruction at the base.

Give your community a stimulus plan — shop locally!
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SPECIAL GIFTS

CHIMINEA
GIFT CERTIFICATES

TALAVERA

CLOSED MONDAY AND TUESDAY

POTS FOR YOUR
HOME

GARDEN 
& BUSINESS

FOUNTAINS 
AND STATUARY

POTSTOP
HWY 1 • MOSS LANDING

POTSTOPML.COM • 768-7557
WED–SAT 9:30AM–5PM • SUN 10AM–5PM

Two Girls 
From Carmel

SPECIALISTS IN HOUSEKEEPING

Bonded • Free Estimates 
EST. 1979

SO MANY 
DUSTBALLS…

SO LITTLE TIME
Weekly or every other 
week – we’ll tailor our 

services to meet your needs.

626-4426

Call for appt. to consign

(831) 655-3636
167 Fountain Avenue, Pacific Grove

Looking good

doesn’t have to be pricey!

THE WARDROBE
Women’s Clothing and Accessories
Select Consignment For Resale

Support the Pine Cone 
advertisers…

SHOP LOCALLY 
& SAVE GAS!

Paul Brocchini and Mark Ryan 
831-601-1620 or 831-238-1498

www.carmelabodes.com

BROCCHINI • RYAN

We know the market! 

A Knowledge Business
Real estate is a knowledge business. To make smart decisions
one needs to know what is going on. In about a month our 4th

Quarter and Year End report will be published here. Meanwhile,
if anything about real estate puzzles you, call us for answers.

spotted Nico, including a call from the
Pebble Beach gate guard. Finally, she was
spotted sitting still on the sand dunes at Del
Mar. My wife and I worked to keep her in the
area and called Cindi. She quickly put up
yellow tape on the path entrances to isolate
the area and then crawled about 100 yards,
keeping out of Nico’s sight. Cindi’s skill (and
a bag of dog treats) brought Nico under her
control.

Nico sends her best wishes to Cindi and
Carmel from her new home.

James Van Loeben Sels, Carmel

Thanks to foundation
Dear Editor,

At this time of joyful thanksgiving and
sharing, I want to take this opportunity to
write an open letter to The Carmel
Foundation.

I am one of the fortunate residents in the
new Trevvett Court apartments. This beauti-
ful building I am now living in is already
my home.

I wish to thank all the donors and Carmel
Foundation employees, Eric Miller
Architects and SBI Builders. I wish to
thank the City of Carmel-by-the-Sea for its
support, along with The Pine Cone for keep-
ing us up to date on the buildings progress.

We residents would not living so gra-
ciously if it were not for the aforementioned
people. A special thank you to Jill Sheffield,
president, and Anne Albano, director of sup-
port services. Happy Holidays.

Linda Melendrez, Carmel

LETTERS
From page

BRUSH
From page 26A

Julie Engell said she was worried the sec-
tion could “prejudice” environmental
reviews of future fire-prevention projects,
and she asked that language be inserted into
the plan so that that those comments and rec-
ommendations “carry no weight.” 

Tom Hopkins of the VWA, meanwhile,
took a more theatrical approach to express-
ing his dissatisfaction with the inclusion of

the appendix. Hopkins said the section calls
for “extreme measures” and “makes of
mockery” of the compromises his group
made with the county, firefighters and rural
residents. He ended his speech by dramati-
cally ripping apart a copy of the appendix in
front of the supervisors.

For rural residents, the exclusion of the
appendix appeared to be a deal breaker. After
experiencing the challenges of protecting
their lives and property during the 2008
wildfires, they insisted that their voices be
represented in the plan, regardless of how
much weight they will actually carry. 

Firefighters and rural residents told
supervisors the plan would not only make it
easier to protect lives and properties, but
would enable them to receive federal and
state grants for wildfire protection projects.

Butch Kronlund, president of the Coast
Property Owners Association, offered the
supervisors a candid assessment of the risks
rural residents face from wildfires — and he
urged them to OK the plan.

“I had a front-row seat for the Basin
Complex Fire,” Kronlund recalled. “It
burned within a few hundred feet of our
property.”

Landscaper Seth Parker of Big Sur, mean-
while, urged the board to quickly sign off on
the plan so the critical work of better defend-
ing rural communities against wildfire can
begin.

“Vegetation grows,” Parker said, referring
to the ever present fire threat of dense brush.
“It’s not static — it’s dynamic. While we
wait, it continues on.”

Potter, who missed an earlier hearing on
the same issue after hurting his hip playing
ice hockey, announced he would support the
plan with a minor revision in the stated pur-
pose of the appendix.

“It’s time to move forward,” declared
Potter, whose district includes wildfire-
prone Big Sur and Upper Carmel Valley.

The 61-year-old Potter, by the way, took
some good-natured ribbing from O’Brien
and others over last week’s hockey mishap.
“I’d like to think it will teach me to not play
with people half my age, but I doubt it,” he
joked.

Before supervisors signed off on it, the
plan gained the support of the U.S. Forest
Service, the Bureau of Land Management,
Cal Fire, the Monterey County Sheriff ’s
Office and 17 different local firefighting
agencies. 

Dog, cat food needed during holidays
WHILE MANY Monterey Peninsula

families will need charity during the holi-
days, a local food bank said their pets also
need help.

The Hope Center food pantry in
Monterey — a nonprofit started by five
Peninsula moms that provides extra gro-
ceries to Peninsula families — needs dona-
tions for dog and cat owners who are having
a difficult time making ends meet. 

“We truly believe you shouldn’t lose your
pets during these difficult times,” Hope
Center executive director Kim Lemaire told
The Pine Cone, “so we need dog food and
cat food and cat litter.”

Because Hope Center is the only food
pantry with pet food, other nonprofits rec-
ommend people go there if they need pet

food, Lemaire said.
According to Lemaire, the Hope Center’s

service of providing pet food is making a dif-
ference. 

She said she recently received a letter
from a Pacific Grove woman who was
referred to the Hope Center by Animal
Friends Rescue Project, an animal welfare
organization based in P.G.

“She lost her job and she had several cats
and she was worried she would lose them,”
Lemaire said. “Because of us, she was able
to keep her family together and [said] that we
were ‘helping so many lives.’”

To donate pet supplies or groceries for
people, call Kim Lemaire at (831) 915-9160.
Hope Center is located in the McGowan
House at 381 High St., Monterey. 

Get your complete Pine Cone by email —
free subscriptions atwww.carmelpinecone.com

Dorette Irene Comings
January 12, 1916 ~ December 9, 2010

CARMEL VALLEY ~ Dorette I. Comings,
born January 12, 1916, slipped away peace-
fully in her sleep at home on December 9.
Born in Hanover, Germany, she later moved
to Hamburg, Germany to live with her adopt-
ed parents, Walter and Freida Muller. Dorette
received her schooling as a music teacher
while in Hamburg. For several years, Dorette
chose to work as a governess in her home
town.

Shortly after World War II ended, while
traveling to the United States, Dorette met her
dear, beloved friend, Julia Weinburg.
Together they lived in New York and worked
at various secretarial jobs. In the mid 1950's,
Dorette and Julia ventured out to the West
Coast and ended up living in Carmel where Dorette opened her own
Kindergarten music school. Her interest in church led her to  attend a small
group called the Christian Brethren that met in Carmel. This is where she met
her husband of 38 years, Richard Comings. In 1961, they adopted their first
daughter, Heidi Comings and, many years later, their second daughter,
Cornelia Wilson.

Dorette's life was filled with raising her family and teaching music out of
her home. Her faith led her to different devotional groups including Martha
Maria  and Friendship Bible Coffee. Dorette's affinity for music created anoth-
er group, Piano Plus, which still meets once a month. Dorette also enjoyed a
sign language group that met in her home.

Dorette’s name means “gift” and she loved giving the gift of singing Happy
Birthday to all the people that touched her life. She will be missed by many.
The family would  like to thank all those that helped care for her in her final
days.

Donations may be made to St. Philip’s Lutheran Church, 8065 Carmel
Valley Rd., Carmel, 93923 or to Heartland Hospice, 2511 Garden Rd., Ste. B-
200, Monterey, 93940. Services  will be announced at a future date. To sign
Dorette’s guest book and leave messages for her family, please visit www.thep-
aulmortuary.com.



32 A The Carmel Pine Cone December 17, 2010
©

T&
C

O
. 2

0
10

For Someone Extraordinary

Tiffany charms in sterling silver, from $65. Link clasp bracelet sold separately.

CARMEL PLAZA  OCEAN AVENUE AND MISSION STREET  831 626 4040

PLEASE CALL FOR HOLIDAY STORE HOURS   TIFFANY.COM


