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By CHRIS COUNTS

A LOCAL skydiving instructor is an overnight
Internet sensation but is also in a load of trouble for jump-
ing off the Bixby Bridge.

Steve Jester, 46, was arrested Dec. 8 after leaping from
the bridge with a specialized parachute despite a warning
that he would be arrested. 

While others have jumped from equally dramatic
ledges, Jester’s leap was extraordinary for at least two rea-
sons: First, an accomplice captured the entire episode with
a video camera and posted it Dec. 13 on YouTube. And,
second, in the video a California Highway Patrolman is
standing just a few steps away.

Forty-eight hours after the video was posted, it had
more than 44,000 hits. By the next afternoon, more than
200,000 had viewed the two-minute-50-second clip.

The video begins with a seemingly drunk Jester stag-
gering around a turnout just north of the bridge and mum-
bling a variety of semi-coherent thoughts. Then he walks
out on the bridge, seemingly oblivious to passing cars.
Next, he unfurls his seven-cell basejumping parachute over
the side and climbs up on the bridge’s railing. He stumbles
before steadying himself and surveys the scene below.

Any possibility that Jester’s jump would go unnoticed
by authorities disappeared when a highway patrol car  —
which just happened to be in the vicinity — enters the
video, and officer Ben Grasmuck announces over his loud-
speaker, “Don’t even think about it. Pull your crap back,
now.”

Jester sees the vehicle and laughs, “We’re so busted.”
Then he adds, “I’m going to do it anyway.”

With his SUV stopped in the middle of the bridge and
his lights flashing, Grasmuck exits his vehicle and walks
over to Jester, who’s organizing his colorful chute and
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His moment of “glory” captured for all time in a YouTube
video, Steve Jester jumps off Bixby Creek Bridge Dec. 8,
right in front of a CHP officer, and floats to the beach below.
Later he was charged with several misdemeanors and
felonies

Daring, drunken leap makes man a YouTube hit Donofrio giving 
up ritzy contract

By CHRIS COUNTS

AMID A public furor over his generous salary and
retirement package, former Monterey Peninsula Regional
Park District general manager Joe Donofrio will step down
from his $130-an-hour consulting contract with the agency
Jan. 7, park district spokesman Lewis Leader confirmed.

When he retired Sept. 30, 58-year-old Donofrio was mak-
ing $349,000 per year in salary and benefits to manage a
park district with just 16 employees. His retirement package
provides him with lifetime medical and dental coverage, as
well as an annual pension that could rise to as high as
$375,000 when he is 85.

Email announces departure
Donofrio reportedly informed park district employees of

his decision to end the consulting deal in an email dated Dec.
10, just four days after members of the public expressed out-
rage over his pay at a park district board meeting. One speak-
er at the meeting even compared the park district board to the
infamous Bell City Council, whose members were arrested
for approving exorbitant salaries.

CARMEL SANDS PROJECT

GETS FINAL COUNCIL OK
By MARY BROWNFIELD

WITH FINAL approval of the document listing the rea-
sons why they denied resident Barbara Livingston’s appeal
and approved the development plans for the Carmel Sands
Lodge at San Carlos and Fifth last week, members of the
Carmel City Council paved the way for either construction or
a lawsuit.

Property owner David How plans to demolish the existing
42-room hotel and construct a new boutique hotel in its
place, including a 64-space underground garage, a restaurant,
a day spa and two shops. He initiated the project in March
2008, and architect Eric Miller made numerous revisions to
the plans as a result of feedback from the city and the public
during the next couple of years.

The planning commission finally approved the hotel plans
and an initial environmental study in July, but Livingston
appealed on multiple grounds, principally that commission-
ers erroneously failed to require a full-blown environmental
impact report for the project. 

By MARY BROWNFIELD

A MONTEREY man choking on a piece of steak at a
hotel Friday night may owe his life to the Carmel police offi-
cer who realized he couldn’t breathe and performed the
Heimlich Maneuver to dis-
lodge it.

Officer Greg Johnson
was in the police station
when he heard a radio call
for a fire engine and ambu-
lance to be dispatched to La
Playa Hotel at Camino Real
and Eighth for a man having
a heart attack in the bar. He
got there before the fire
department arrived.

“A citizen stated he had
gone unconscious twice and
fallen, and they also said
they thought he was chok-
ing,” Johnson said. Someone
had tried to perform the
Heimlich on him, but with-
out results. 

The man somehow got
back up and, “when I saw him, he was standing. I asked him
if he was choking, and he didn’t say anything,” Johnson said. 

Cop saves choking victim

Greg Johnson

See SAVED page 10A

■ Company says its hands are tied

By KELLY NIX

A WATER moratorium on the Monterey Peninsula
has already been in place since 1995, except for a tiny bit
in the hands of government agencies and a few property
owners. This week, California American Water officials
got an earful from homeowners, elected officials and oth-
ers about a new moratorium that would cut off access even
to those small amounts of available H2O.

Cal Am contends a complete moratorium, which it is
asking the California Public Utilities Commission to
approve, is necessary to comply with a cease and desist
order issued by the State Water Resources Control Board
in 2009 that limits the amount the water company can
divert from the Carmel River, the Monterey Peninsula’s
primary water source.

But at the first of two public hearings at Monterey City
Hall Monday, Peninsula residents and mayors told an
administrative law judge with the PUC that a moratorium
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Cal Am lambasted over proposed moratorium
could have drastic consequences.

“Businesses are struggling enough as it is in this econ-
omy,” Monterey resident and realtor Kim DiBenedetto
told judge Gary Weatherford, “and to put further restric-
tions seems unjust.”

If granted by the PUC, the moratorium would prohibit
new service connections or increased water usage at exist-
ing service addresses resulting from a change in zoning or
use. It would also prevent cities from using their allocated
portions of water for important development projects.

‘Fighting it in court’
But Cal Am spokeswoman Catherine Bowie said the

company’s hands are tied, because it’s being forced to
comply with the water board’s demands.

“Obviously, we don’t support this cease and desist
order, and we are fighting it in court,” Bowie told The
Pine Cone after the meeting. “But in the meantime, we
have to comply with it.”
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Accused driver in fatal DUI accident goes AWOL
By MARY BROWNFIELD

MARK HUDSON, the Big Sur resident accused of
killing a 17-year-old girl in a DUI accident on Highway 1 in
August 2008, failed to appear in court this week, prompting

Monterey County Superior Court Judge Terrance Duncan to
issue a $500,000 bench warrant for his arrest.

Hudson was supposed to be in court Wednesday, but his
attorney, Larry Biegel, arrived in Salinas without him,
according to deputy district attorney Doug Matheson.
Duncan had ordered Biegel to bring Hudson to the hearing
because he allegedly violated the terms of his bail by driving
drunk Oct. 13 in a city near Sacramento.

“He allegedly drank alcoholic beverages and was arrested
by Elk Grove police,” Matheson said. “He was stopped for
DUI, he failed field sobriety tests, admitted he had been


