
By MARY BROWNFIELD

AN OAKLAND man with a long rap sheet for theft
spent Christmas Eve in Carmel shoplifting — until he made
the poor decision to try to rip off a clothing store where
clerks have a strong record of catching thieves — according
to Carmel P.D. Sgt. Paul
Tomasi. As a result, 44-year-
old Cartier White, who also
allegedly tried to run down
one of the employees with
his car, ended up going to
jail.

“Apparently, he decided
to go into Paloosh, and they
were occupied in the back
with customers,” Tomasi
said of the trendy, pricey
Ocean Avenue clothing
store. “And when they
walked out, they noticed he
was holding something

By MARY BROWNFIELD

THE MAJESTIC Carmel
Mission Basilica — one of
California’s most historic buildings —
will be replicated in flowers and seeds
for the Tournament of Roses Parade in
Pasadena on New Year’s Day. 

With a float named “Sueños de
California” (“Dreams of California”),
the city of Sierra Madre’s Rose Float
Association hopes to win judges’
hearts and wow crowds with one of its
most ambitious endeavors in the near
century the town has been participat-
ing in the Rose Parade.

Tapping into the 2011 parade
theme of “Building Dreams,
Friendships and Memories,” award-
winning float designer Charles Meier,
a Pasadena native, created a piece that
“highlights California’s Latino her-
itage by remembering the pioneers
who built our Golden State,” accord-
ing to the association, which receives all its funding from
private donors.

Meier’s design calls for a burro at the front of the float
drawing a produce-laden cart to market, while fluttering
monarch butterflies alight on the San Carlos Borroméo de
Carmelo Mission. Women gather around a fountain in a
courtyard of blooming bougainvillea, saguaro, prickly
pear and citrus. 

In a feat of animation, the burro’s head nods, the cart’s
wheels turn, the butterflies’ wings flap, and the fountain
circulates hundreds of gallons of water. According to
SMRFA, folk dancers in colorful dresses will perform
alongside the float as it travels the Rose Parade’s 5.5-mile
route on Jan. 1. See FLOAT page 19A
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During its 94 years of parade participation, the all-vol-
unteer group has constructed 79 floats, and this year’s is
one of its largest, at 33 feet tall, 55 feet long and 22 feet
wide. With the help of Meier, the association has won
awards for its floats for the past five years.

In this year’s effort, roses in jewel tones will carpet its
base, and dendrobium, mokara and phalaenopsis orchids
will simulate the Mission’s bougainvillea. The gardens
will feature live succulents, orchids, leucadendron, sanse-
vieria, ginger and protea, while the facade of the adobe
structure will be replicated in rolled oats, cinnamon and
sesame seeds. Beans, lentils and peas — applied one at a

Rose Parade float features Carmel Mission

A floral rendition of the Carmel Mission is set to cruise through Pasadena at 2.5
mph on Sierra Madre’s Rose Parade float Saturday.

PUC takes aim at
water district funds

By MARY BROWNFIELD

A HOLIDAY at a spectacular oceanfront home near
Garrapata Beach turned into a nightmare for one of the vaca-
tioners when he fell down a cliff at the property’s edge
Monday night and ended up injured on the beach below as
the tide came in and threatened to drown him.

Two others who scrambled down the cliff to save him are
being hailed as heroes, even though they had to be rescued as
well, according to Cal Fire Battalion Chief Dennis King.

“They were holding him up out of the water,” he
explained. 

Firefighters at the Carmel Highlands station received a

Local nursing homes
rank poor to above 
average, feds say
■ Facilities must post ratings 

By KELLY NIX

IT’S GOOD news and bad news for nursing homes on
the Monterey Peninsula. A half dozen facilities in Monterey
and Pacific Grove fare poor to above average, according to
federal government rankings.

The rankings, which Medicare posts on its website, rate
nursing homes from one to five stars, five stars being “much
above average” and one star indicating “much below aver-
age.” The rating system has been in place since 2008.

However, beginning with the first of the year, 1,235 nurs-

Three rescued after fall from cliff
call around 10:15 p.m. Dec. 27 that a man had fallen over a
cliff at a Highway 1 home just south of Garrapata Creek,
according to King.

“It’s a house right on the edge of the ocean,” he said. “This
individual had been walking out in the backyard of the house
and somehow slipped and fell over the side of the hill.”

Initial reports indicated the man had fallen 14 feet, which
would have required a fairly routine rescue, but it turned out
the situation was not so simple. “The embankment was
undercut, and there was a large cave underneath, so that com-
plicated setting up a system to lift him up,” King said. 

In addition, the man, whose name was not released, had
suffered a head injury and was drifting in and out of con-
sciousness, and he and the two others were freezing in the
encroaching surf. “The patient was partially in the water
when the paramedic got down there, and the two civilian res-
cuers were in the water, too, so everyone was wet, cold and
hypothermic toward the end,” he said.

Helicopter sent
The whole ordeal took about two hours, according to

King. Paramedic/engineer Noelle Bahnmiller and Capt.
Sunny Smith handled rescue operations from the base of the
cliff, setting up a lift system with a Stokes litter to get the
critical patient to safety. When he was about two-thirds of the
way up, members of the Monterey County Sheriff’s Search
and Rescue Team arrived and completed the haul by using
the winch on their truck. 

An ambulance rushed the patient to Carmel Middle
School, where a CALSTAR helicopter landed to fly him to
the Regional Medical Center of San Jose.

A second ambulance took the other two patients to
Community Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula for treat-
ment of scrapes and bruises, as well as hypothermia.

“The gentleman had a back injury that he sustained going
down that cliff, and the lady got scratched up going down as
well,” King said.

He could not say whether alcohol was a factor.

See HOMES page 17A

See PUC page 18A

See NAB page 8A

■ MPWMD could lose half its budget

By KELLY NIX

A TOP official with the California Public Utilities
Commission decided last week that the Monterey Peninsula
Water Management District should not be entitled to $3.5
million in “user fees” that have been tacked onto customers’
water bills — a decision that could reduce the agency’s bud-
get by 50 percent and prompt numerous layoffs.

In a proposed decision issued Dec. 21, Public Utilities
Commission administrative law judge Maribeth Bushey
rejected an application by California American Water to
recover an 8.325 percent user fee it had been charging cus-
tomers for the MPWMD’s Carmel River mitigation work.

The judge’s decision — which still has to adopted by the
CPUC — could be devastating to the water district, estab-
lished in 1977 to “manage, augment and protect water
resources for the benefit of the community and the environ-
ment,” but which has drawn fire from many community lead-

Cartier White
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After almost being run
over, clerk helps cops
nab shoplifting suspect

P.G. inn owes nearly
quarter-million in TOT
■ Bankruptcy may forestall collection

By KELLY NIX

THE OWNERS of one of Pacific Grove’s best
known inns owe more than $200,000 in back taxes,
according to the city, which is in the process of trying to
recoup the lost revenue as the inn’s owners make their
way through federal bankruptcy court.

According to city officials, the operators of
Lighthouse Lodge and Suites, Jacci and Brian Pflieger,
owe $231,602 in transient occupancy tax — the 10 per-
cent tax innkeepers in Pacific Grove collect from visi-
tors and are required to pay to the city every quarter, the

See TOT page 19A


