
Army Community Center in Seaside before going along with
homeless guides  — those who are or who have been home-
less — to track the people on the Peninsula who live on the
streets or in their cars.

Counting the homeless “is very difficult to do,” said
Fatima Dias, director of marketing and communication for
United Way Monterey County, one of the organizations that

helped with the effort.
The count, which also

took place in Carmel, Pebble
Beach, Big Sur and Carmel
Valley, is necessary to obtain
federal funding for homeless
services. This year,
Monterey County will
receive about $1.7 million as
a result of the last census in
2009.

Before dawn, a Pine Cone
reporter accompanied guides
Benji and Keith as they
trekked west of Highway 1
to find the homeless who
call the sand dunes in Sand
City their “home.” 

“I used to live over here,”

See GUILLEN page 20A

See RESCUE page 11A

PHOTOS/KELLY NIX

Keith, left, used to be homeless, but is doing every-
thing he can to keep his apartment. A homeless
man lives in this tent on the sand dunes adjacent to
Highway 1.
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Council may 
vote again on
Guillen’s future
■ September vote was 3-2 ... if it happened

By MARY BROWNFIELD

A SEPT. 21, 2010, closed-door city council meeting
included a vote on whether to fire city administrator Rich
Guillen, with council members voting 3-2 to keep him on the
job. Or did they? 

Speculation swirled around city hall this week, but the
results of the September meeting are not being made public,
which city councilman Jason Burnett said Tuesday is a viola-
tion of state open-meeting laws. City attorney Don Freeman,
on the other hand, said state law requires confidentiality for
the vote — if it happened — because it wasn’t final.

At a city council meeting Feb. 1, Burnett asked Freeman
to describe the motion made during the closed session last
fall, as well as the vote, but Freeman said he could not make
the information public.

Burnett countered that the council’s failure to hold any
closed sessions on Guillen’s employment since last fall indi-
cates the action was, in fact, final, which would require the
city to disclose it.

“Despite requests from Ken Talmage and myself, no
closed session meetings have been held in several months,”
he said after the meeting. “I believe the vote was final action,
and the lack of follow-on meetings clearly shows that it is not
an ongoing issue/negotiation/etc.”

Therefore, he argued, the motion made and by whom, who
seconded the motion, and the final vote should all be made
public.

PHOTO/CHRIS COUNTS

Not far from an easily-recognizable notch on the horizon known as
“The Window,” three unprepared hikers and a dog were pelted by
rain and snow and had to rescued — with great difficulty — Sunday.

Herculean effort rescues three hikers
■ 22 miles over steep terrain 
in the rain and the dark 

By CHRIS COUNTS

WET, COLD and exhausted after two days of
hiking and camping in the Big Sur back country,
three hikers used a cell phone last Sunday morning
to call authorities for help.

In response, the Monterey County Sheriff ’s
Search and Rescue team walked a grueling 22 miles
across steep terrain to reach the hikers and bring
them back to Bottchers Gap campground, where they
had left their car. Skirting some of the highest peaks
in the Ventana Wilderness, the rescue team was
drenched by rain and hampered by darkness through
much of the trek — all while carrying 30-pound
packs.

How to find the homeless? Ask the formerly homeless

See VALUE page 11ASee HOMELESS page 10A

Cal Am takeover bid:
Based on wrong $$$?

By KELLY NIX

THE BACKERS of an effort to purchase
California American Water could be seriously underes-
timating the value of the company by using oversim-
plified accounting methods, according to data com-
piled by The Pine Cone.

Activist Ron Weitzman, who leads a group called
WaterPlus and was behind a failed 2005 ballot measure
to take over the water company, has been telling local
city councils, community groups and the media that it
would probably cost $102.5 million to purchase Cal
Am — a number he says he obtained from the
California Public Utilities Commission.

But according to Richard Rauschmeier, a financial
examiner with the PUC’s Department of Ratepayer
Advocates, the figures Weitzman is using are a “gross
oversimplification” of the value of Cal Am because
they are based on the depreciated value of the compa-
ny’s dams, pipelines, wells, tanks and other infrastruc-
ture.

The $102.5 million figure is Cal Am’s rate base,
which “is purely a mechanism used to determine what
rates should be set at to allow for a reasonable return
on the investment,” Rauschmeier explained. “The con-

By KELLY NIX

COUNTING EVERY homeless person on the Monterey
Peninsula is a daunting task. But that’s exactly what a couple
of dozen volunteers — with the help of  “homeless guides”
— set out to do last week. 

On Jan. 26 at 5:30 a.m., volunteers met at the Salvation

DUI driver had multiple drugs in her blood

■ Tests showed morphine, 
Vicodin, Ambien and others

By MARY BROWNFIELD

A HEAVILY sedated Deborah King nearly rear-ended
a car and was weaving as she drove into Pacific Grove on
her way to a therapist’s appointment in September 2008,
according to another motorist on Highway 68 that day. The
other driver, Alesia Uchida, called 911 to alert police to the
danger just moments before King ran into and killed Joel
Woods as he was picking up his son from Pacific Grove
Middle School, Uchida testified Monday in Monterey

County Superior Court.
Prosecutor Steve Somers said the cause of King’s errat-

ic driving was a combination of drugs in her blood, includ-
ing the painkillers morphine and Vicodin, along with anti-
anxiety drugs Xanax and Wellbutrin and the sleeping aid
Ambien.

Because she had five prior DUIs and had been repeat-
edly warned the drugs she was taking for chronic back
pain could cause drowsiness, the Monterey County
District Attorney’s Office accused her of murdering him. 

But King’s defense is that Woods’ death was the result
of an accident.

See KING page 20A
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