
1920 — 638 

1930 — 2,248 (+252%)  

1940 — 2,806 (+25%) 

1950 — 4,351 (+55%) 

1960 — 4,580 (+5%) 

1970 — 4,525 (-1%) 

1980 — 4,707 (+4) 

1990 — 4,239 (-10%) 

2000 — 4,081 (-4%)  

2010 — 3,722 (-9%)  

Every painting tells a story  — 
but this one’s better than most

By CHRIS COUNTS

A PORTRAIT of a young boy with a fascinating
connection to President Abraham Lincoln hung on
the wall of the Pine Inn for more than four
decades before it was stolen in 2004.
Seven years later, the inn’s owner,
Richard Gunner, wants it back, and
he’s offering a $1,000 reward for it
— with no questions asked.

According to the inn’s gener-
al manager, John Lloyd, the dis-
covery of paperwork detailing
the history of the boy and the
painting inspired the search for
it.

“All this information was kept
in a file until it was recently
found,” Lloyd explained. 

As a result, the Pine Inn is
putting out a bounty on the painting. 

“Somebody’s got it hanging some-
where,” Lloyd speculated.

While nobody is sure who painted the portrait, the
story of its subject, David L. Montgomery, is well
documented, thanks to his great-grandson, the late
David Claghorn of Watkinsville, Ga. Claghorn’s
research is included in a lengthy article published in
the Monterey Peninsula Herald’s Weekly Magazine

Dec. 20, 1987.
Written by Elena Lagorio, the article reported

Claghorn contacted the Pine Inn shortly after Gunner
purchased the hotel in 1985. Perhaps because of

the change of ownership, Claghorn wanted
to make sure he had a good color photo-

graph of the portrait in case it was
lost, stolen or sold.

Claghorn commissioned a
Monterey Peninsula photograph-
er, Richard Shelby, to capture the
image so he could frame and
hang it in his Georgia home. He
also left the Pine Inn with sever-
al documents detailing the boy’s
interesting history.

Born in 1836 to a wealthy
landowner, Montgomery presum-

ably posed for the portrait in the
early 1840s. Later, he studied law

before the Civil War broke out in 1861.
Less than a month after shots were fired

on Ft. Sumter, he was serving as a lieutenant
in the Union Army.

Over the next several years, Montgomery was in
the thick of the fighting. His military record indicates
that he was severely wounded and captured by
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See REWARD page 18A

PHOTOS/JESSE JUAREZ (TOP),
MCSO (LEFT)

A bomb squad spe-
cialist wearing an
armored suit (above)
approaches what
might be a pipe
bomb (left) at the
north end of Carmel
Beach Sunday. Later,
the bomb squad
blew it up.
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2010 Census:

Town’s population
down 8.8% in decade

Bomb squad blows up beach ‘pipe bomb’

Corn gets seven years for high school DUI crash
■ Victim’s plea for probation rebuffed

By KELLY NIX

THE PACIFIC Grove teenager who drove drunk
and crashed an SUV into a Skyline Forest tree last year
was sentenced Thursday to a lengthy prison term for
the accident, which paralyzed one of his passengers.

Though he had the option of giving Aaron Corn, 19,
felony probation, Monterey County Superior Court
Judge Russell Scott sentenced Corn to seven years and
four months in a California Department of Corrections
prison.

In January, Corn entered a no-contest plea to charges
of causing multiple injuries in an alcohol-fueled crash
Feb. 21, 2010, that left his friend Chelsie Hill paralyzed.
He also pleaded guilty to stealing the SUV he crashed.

At Corn’s sentencing Thursday morning in a Salinas
courtroom, Hill and others urged Scott to put Corn on
probation. He faced a maximum of nine years in prison.

From her wheelchair, Hill, who arrived in court with
her parents, said not a day goes by that she doesn’t think
about the night when Corn plowed the SUV he was dri-
ving with four passengers into a tree. 

By MARY BROWNFIELD

AFTER AN “unidentified beachcomber” dis-
covered a possible pipe bomb at the north end of
Carmel Beach Sunday morning, the Monterey
County Sheriff’s Bomb Squad arrived and —
unable to determine whether the pair of black pipes
bound together at each end and in the center with
duct tape was a homemade explosive or a harmless
prank — blew it up.

The beach walker called 911 shortly before 8
a.m. March 6 after finding the suspicious device
near the 9th Hole of the Pebble Beach Golf Links
in the rocks at the base of a 40-foot cliff, according
to Monterey County Sheriff’s Cmdr. Tracy Brown. 

The bomb squad arrived around 10 a.m., and
made its way down to the beach to examine the
possible explosive.

“It was wedged in some rocks, and the tide was
coming in,” Brown explained. “Because of the way
it was wedged in the rocks, they couldn’t get their
X-ray equipment down there to scan it.”

Deciding it would be too risky to try to remove
it, or even to separate the two pipes, members of
the bomb squad opted for blowing it up where it
was.

See PRISON page 16A

See POPULATION page 10A

See BOMB page 18A
See POLLACCI page 18A

Appeal: Pollacci’s 
rape conviction 
‘must be reversed’

By MARY BROWNFIELD

PEBBLE BEACH resident Tom Pollacci, sen-
tenced to eight years in prison last June for raping a
woman in the loft of his family’s Pacific Grove liquor
store, claims in an appeal filed Tuesday that jurors
wrongly convicted him because the judge allowed evi-
dence he shouldn’t have, banned testimony he should
have permitted and improperly instructed the jury how
to decide the case.

In particular, Pollacci’s attorney, Mark Greenberg of
the nonprofit Sixth District Appellate Program, said
the jury should not have heard testimony from four
other women who said Pollacci raped them. He called
Pollacci’s case a “quintupled prosecution.”

Pollacci was convicted of the April 2008 rape of
Jane Doe 5, who also suffered a serious head injury the
same night as the rape occurred. The conviction came
after four other women described being raped or other-
wise molested by Pollacci in the past. 

By PAUL MILLER

THE CONVERSION of Carmel-by-the-Sea from a place where
families and retired people from numerous income groups lived to a
place where wealthy people have second homes accelerated in the last
10 years, according to figures released by the U.S. Census Bureau
Tuesday, with the population of the one-square-mile city falling 8.8
percent, to 3,722. But nobody said the decline indicated people have
stopped wanting to live here.

“I haven’t heard anyone say Carmel isn’t still heaven on earth,”
noted Mayor Sue McCloud.

Two of the town’s leading real estate agents said that while about
half of the people who buy homes in the Carmel area intend to use them
only occasionally, and thus are not counted by the census, the down-
ward population trend could reverse in the near future as wealthy baby
boomers start to retire, give up their lives in the big cities and move
full-time into their homes in places such as Carmel and Pebble Beach.

“Whether they’re from the San Joaquin Valley or Silicon Valley, suc-
cessful people from the baby boom generation are continuing to buy
second homes on the Monterey Peninsula, and they’re displacing, if you
will, some primary residents,” said Mike Canning of Sotheby’s
International Realty. “But it’s only a matter of time before they become

Carmel-by-the-Sea
census data
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