
By CHRIS COUNTS

DORIS DAY has long been known for
her youthful looks. Well, it turns out, she’s
more youthful than her fans realized.

To celebrate her 87th birthday, the
Cypress Inn will host a birthday party,
including performances of some of her
biggest hits, Sunday, April 3. Last year’s
shows, at the Church of Wayfarer, celebrat-
ed her 88th birthday.

“Last year, we thought it was her 88th
birthday,” explained jazz pianist Jim
Martinez, who helped organize the party.
“Then her assistant told us she was actual-
ly 86.”

According to Martinez, when Day was a
teenager, she added two years to her age so
she would be old enough to sing with big
bands.

“She was born in 1924, not 1922,” he
said.

Day’s website now identifies 1924 as the
year she was born. Her Wikipedia biogra-
phy, as well as many other sources, still list
1922. 

While Day was unable to attend last
year’s event — and unlikely will be able to
make an appearance at this year’s celebra-
tion — she called in and thanked her fans
for thinking about her. 

“We did three shows at the Church of
the Wayfarer,” Martinez recalled. “She
called during to each show, and we put her
on a speakerphone. The audience got to
hear her voice. It was pretty cool.”

At the Cypress Inn, Martinez will play
the piano while vocalist Laura Didier will
sing the songs that helped make Day
famous, such as “Sentimental Journey,” “I

Can’t Give You Anything But Love,” “It’s
Magic,” “Secret Love” and “Que Sera,
Sera.”

This is the third year Martinez and
Didier have performed their tribute to Day
— in large part because Didier bears a
resemblance to Day. “People would con-
stantly come up to Laura and tell her how
much she reminds them of Doris.”

Didier is understandably flattered by the
comparisons. Since launching the tribute
show, her admiration of Day’s many talents
has only increased.

“Doris epitomizes the girl next door,”
said Didier, who once lived in Carmel.
“She was so multi-talented. People forget
how versatile she was. Doris was a very
gifted dramatic actress as well as an amaz-
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When she was a teenager, Doris Day fibbed about
her age by adding two years. 

By MARY BROWNFIELD

WHEN ONLY three of four cats who lived in a house on
Acacia Way were found dead from smoke inhalation after a
fire last weekend, one of the women who shared the house
knew the fourth cat, Pansy, had to be alive.

“She always walked around like she was fearless, like she
ran the place,” said caregiver Eliyah Hovir, who helped her

elderly client, Joan
Horton, escape the
fire. “I just could-
n’t make myself
believe Pansy was
dead.”

The evening of
March 24, she
learned she was
right: Neighbors
on the street
reported seeing the
little tortoise-shell
cat lurking, and
after receiving the
good news via

phone, Hovir went in search of the sole feline survivor.
“I called her for three or four minutes, and then I heard a

little meow, and I looked again and saw her,” she recalled.
Being a cat, Pansy wouldn’t walk directly to Hovir, instead
wandering over to rub against a nearby tree, but she didn’t
protest when Hovir approached and picked her up.

After a minute of being hugged, Pansy wanted to get
down, Hovir said. “But I couldn’t let her, for obvious rea-
sons.”

Lacking a cat carrier, Hovir and the neighbors placed
Pansy in a pillow case for the ride to Carmel Valley, where
she and Horton, 85, are staying with family until they move
into another house while the extensive interior damage is
repaired, which could take almost a year.

Both women were uninjured in the fire, and Pansy
escaped with little more than a burn behind her right ear. She
seems to be quickly adjusting to her temporary home and has
even befriended the chocolate Lab, Buddy, that lives there. 

Hovir recalled the terror of the incident, beginning with
the loud eruption of static from a clock radio that awakened
her with a start just after midnight March 20.

“I’ve never heard anything like it — it was like bullhorn
volume,” she said. Startled and confused, she reached for her
iPhone to see if it had produced the noise, and as she turned
her head in an attempt to read the screen, she saw a flame
shoot from an outlet near her bed.

“My mattress and box spring ignited, and I grabbed an
extinguisher but couldn’t do anything with it,” she said. She
turned and ran up the stairs, screaming Horton’s name.

Doris Day looks younger than her 88 years ... and she is
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Pansy somehow survived a house fire
last weekend and was reunited with
her owner Thursday night. 

‘Miracle’ cat
singed but safe
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After last week’s heavy downpours, the Carmel River became a raging
torrent, taking out part of a parking lot and threatening Scenic Road on
Carmel Point. Monday, county bulldozers frantically tried to rein it in.

River threatens Scenic Road again
■ Residents say, ‘We told you so’

By CHRIS COUNTS

THE PICTURESQUE scene where the
Carmel River spills into the ocean looked more
like a construction zone this week after Monterey
County Public Works used bulldozers to prevent
the manmade channel in the Carmel River Lagoon
sandbar from undermining Scenic Road.

The furious effort was launched last Friday
after the channel — which was swollen by recent
rains — migrated dangerously close to the road,
washed away a large section of the parking lot at
Carmel River State Beach and threatened the
restrooms. 

The work began after Monterey County admin-
istrative officer Lew Bauman declared an emer-
gency the same day.

The incident reignited a debate over the risks of
cutting the channel in a northwesterly direction so

Pedestrian escorts, shuttle reopen access to Big Sur

Councilman works
with PG&E to placate
smart-meter foes

By MARY BROWNFIELD

CITY COUNCILMAN Jason Burnett secured a
compromise agreement with PG&E regarding the
impending installation of wireless smart meters in
town, and this week he said the offer will be extended
to other Monterey Peninsula residents, too. While he is
personally looking forward to having the new technol-
ogy in place at his Carmel house and is unconcerned
by the alleged health risks and other issues opponents

■ ‘Best time ever to take a bicycle’

By CHRIS COUNTS

ONE SMALL step by a Big Sur resident Wednesday
morning represented a giant leap forward for the Big Sur
community.

Two weeks after a 40-foot section of Highway 1 near
Bixby Bridge collapsed and cut off vehicle access between
Big Sur and Carmel, the first resident was permitted to walk
past the crumbling stretch of pavement that caused the road
closure. Bill Nye, who lives nearby, was there to witness the
event.

“It’s working really well,” said Nye, who watched a group
of locals escorted to the north side of the closure. “I saw
more children and fewer adults than I anticipated.”

Monterey Salinas Transit, meanwhile, announced late
Thursday that it will offer a shuttle service — beginning
April 1 — that will take people from the closed area to sev-
eral destinations in Carmel and Monterey.

The opening of the walking route was welcome news for
many residents and workers, who have been forced use
Highway 101 and drive many hours to reach jobs or homes
along the isolated coast. Nye, in fact, said his last trip home
“from town” resulted in a 176-mile one-way drive.

Groups of residents and workers will be escorted past the
closure at 7 a.m. and 4 p.m. each day. The time slots were
chosen in part to accommodate Big Sur students who attend
schools on the Monterey Peninsula. Pedestrians are required
to leave their cars in designated areas on each side of the
closed area.

Because construction is stopped during the escorts, no
accommodations are being made for stragglers.

“You have to be there on time,” Nye said. “They take a
group across at 7 a.m. sharp. If you’re not there, you don’t go.”


