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Jury: Agha cheated 
customer who bought
‘antique’ clock

PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

ONE OF Monterey County’s most prominent business-
men fraudulently sold a modern clock to a customer who
thought he was buying an antique, according to the jury in a
trial that ended Tuesday.

Nader Agha, who owns Holman Antique Plaza in down-
town Pacific Grove and a coin shop in Monterey — and who
has been involved in a host of other local real estate deals,
business enterprises, political campaigns and public contro-
versies — made a “false representation of an important fact”
when he sold a 10-foot-tall grandfather clock to Oakland busi-
nessman Theodore Vinther in October 2007, the 12-member
jury said.

Throughout the trial, Vinther’s attorney, Yolanda Huang,
maintained that Vinther bought what he believed was an ele-
gantly carved, antique mahogany clock, and that Agha, who
advertises his store as “the finest and largest antique purvey-
or in the county,” went to great lengths to convince Vinther
that’s what it was. Also, Vinther believed that a “massive” sale
under way at the store, with prices discounted “50 percent,”
according to ads, meant he would probably get a good deal,
she said.

But after Vinther bought the clock for $36,000, an expert
in antiques restoration determined it was actually a modern
replica of a Victorian-era clock. So Vinther asked for his
money back. “This is a simple story,” Huang told the jury dur-
ing closing arguments. “My client took the clock home and
realized it wasn’t a real antique.”

But Agha refused to rescind the sale, maintaining that
Vinther had been repeatedly notified he couldn’t return the
clock once he took it from the store. 

By CHRIS COUNTS

GRAMMY AWARD-WINNING instrumentalist Chris
Botti will kick off Sunset Center’s 2011-12 season, which
also features performances by two of the most enduring
groups in pop music, the
Kingston Trio and the
Temptations.

“This is a star-filled season,
and we think it might just be our
best yet,” said Natalie Hall, a
spokeswoman for Sunset
Center.”

Botti, whose mournful and
melodic trumpet solos have
earned him five Grammy nomi-
nations and three No. 1 albums
on the jazz charts, will take the
stage at Sunset Center Friday,
Sept. 9.

The Temptations, mean-
while, follow Botti Thursday,
Sept. 15. Best known for time-
less Motown hits like “My
Girl,” “Ain’t Too Proud To Beg”

See SUNSET page 24A

Jazz trumpeter, classic soul group on Sunset schedule
and “Papa was a Rolling Stone,” the soulful vocal group is
led by its last living member, Otis Williams.

Best known for bridging the gap between folk and pop
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This clock, which is no more than
30 years old, was dishonestly sold
to a man as an antique, a jury
decided this week.
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Chris Botti (left) will open the 2011-2012 Sunset
Center season Sept. 9. The legendary Motown
group, the Temptations (above), will perform
Sept. 15.

City tells artist to drop 
his suit against mayor

By CHRIS COUNTS

A LAW firm hired by the City of
Carmel fired back this week at Los
Altos painter Gilbert Marosi, who is
suing Mayor Sue McCloud in small
claims court because she hasn’t
closed down Canapo Gallery, which
he charges is guilty of defrauding
artists.

In a letter dated June 7, Jon Giffen
of the Monterey law firm of Kennedy,
Archer and Harray warned Marosi
that if he doesn’t drop his complaint
by Tuesday, June 14, the city will seek
monetary damages for injury to the
mayor’s reputation, emotional distress
and the legal costs and fees incurred
by the artist’s lawsuit.

“We have reviewed the complaint
and find it contains allegations that
are completely meritless and in bad
faith,” wrote Giffen, who added that
“the Superior Court has clearly deter-
mined that you are a ‘vexatious liti-
gant.’” 

The law firm also took issue with a
press release Marosi sent out which
accuses McCloud of being an accesso-
ry to the crimes the artist alleges
Porras committed. “The press release
you issued concerning an alleged ille-
gal business relationship between the
mayor and business owner Carlos
Porras is defamatory on its face,”
Giffen continued.

While Marosi said he is suing
McCloud as a private individual and
believes she can’t use taxpayers’ funds
for her defense, Giffen argued other-
wise. “She clearly would not have
been sued had she not been mayor of
the city,” he responded.

At a June 6 special meeting, the
city council authorized Kennedy,
Archer and Harray “to pursue all nec-
essary legal action against [Marosi] to
bring the complaint to the earliest con-
clusion possible and to avoid the
unnecessary expenditure of taxpayers
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JUST IN TIME FOR SUMMER, 
BIG SUR HIGHWAY REOPENS

By CHRIS COUNTS

A SECTION of Highway 1 in
Big Sur that had been closed by a
massive rock slide April 14 reopened
Thursday afternoon.

That means the entire 90-mile
span of Highway 1 between Carmel
and San Simeon is open for the first
time since March 16, when a section
of pavement near the Rocky Creek
Bridge collapsed.

For Big Sur businesses, the
reopening of the road is a cause for
celebration, as the number of visitors
slowed to a trickle while the world-
famous scenic highway was closed.

“The road closures this spring

clearly illustrate the importance of
Highway 1 through Big Sur to the
economies of both Monterey and San
Luis Obispo counties,” explained Stan
Russell, executive director of the Big
Sur Chamber of Commerce. 

Officials at the California
Department of Transportation are also
thrilled to see the scenic route south of
Big Sur reopened. Caltrans spokes-
woman Susana Cruz praised the pro-
ject’s contractor, Winsor Construction,
as well as Caltrans workers, for getting
the road open ahead of the estimated
June 15 completion date.

“They worked really hard,” said

C.V. MAN ACQUITTED OF RAPE CHARGES
By KELLY NIX

A 30-year-old Carmel Valley man said he’s
gotten his “life back” after a jury acquitted him last
week of charges he sexually assaulted a woman
inside a Carmel apartment — charges that could
have landed him behind bars for a decade.

On February 5, Trafton Chandler was arrested
by Carmel police after a 28-year-old Cayucos
woman visiting Carmel with her girlfriends told

police Chandler had tried to rape her in an apart-
ment at San Carlos and Sixth. 

After his arrest, Chandler was booked into
Monterey County Jail, where he spent two days
before posting 10 percent of the $100,000 bond.
Prosecutors charged him with oral copulation and
digital penetration with an unconscious person and
sexual battery.

Teenager survives
leap from bridge

By MARY BROWNFIELD

A 16-YEAR-OLD Carmel High School student
who jumped from the Rocky Creek Bridge last month
lived through his suicide attempt and was flown to a San
Jose area trauma center by CALSTAR helicopter for
treatment of his injuries, according to medics and the
Monterey County Sheriff’s Office.

Sheriff’s Cmdr. Lisa Nash reported a passerby dialed
911 after seeing the teenager jump from the bridge the
morning of May 27.

The first deputy to arrive “looked over the east side
of bridge and saw a male 200 feet below, not moving,”
she said. 

He summoned the sheriff’s search and rescue team
and went to talk to the crew of an ambulance at the
scene, and together they saw the injured boy lift his
head.

“They had to get special equipment to get down the
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