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In the summer of 2008, longtime Big Sur resident Don Case
surveyed what was left of his ridgetop home after it was
destroyed by the massive Basin Complex Fire.
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Monterey activist sues over C.V. senior housing 
■ Wants occupancy curtailed to save
water; developer says limits will be met

By PAUL MILLER

CITING THE danger to the availability of water for
other developments in the Monterey Peninsula and potential
environmental damage to the
Carmel River if a senior housing
project at the mouth of Carmel
Valley is allowed to open at full
capacity, Monterey activist Ed
Leeper is asking a judge to issue an
emergency order that the facility,
Cottages of Carmel, be limited to
56 beds.

In a lawsuit filed June 1, Leeper
alleges that the Monterey County
Board of Supervisors acted illegally
May 17 when it modified the permit
conditions for the 78-unit senior
housing project, deleting a graywa-
ter irrigation system from the origi-
nal permit, which was issued in
2004 and which limited water con-
sumption at the facility to 4.8 acre-
feet per year.

The graywater system, Leeper
alleges, was necessary to meet this
limit. Without it, water use at the
Cottages of Carmel could rise to
5.53 acre-feet per year — an

amount which wasn’t allocated and which the Peninsula does
not have, Leeper said.

Leeper is a well known local activist and protester on
numerous subjects. A May 8, 2008, commentary by fellow
activist Gordon Smith in Monterey County Weekly accused
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The largest new development project in the Monterey Peninsula in 25 years — the 78-
unit Cottages of Carmel assisted living complex — is almost complete at the mouth of
Carmel Valley. But a Monterey activist is suing to limit occupancy to 58 beds.

Fire victim’s friends,
neighbors rally to rebuild

By CHRIS COUNTS

IN THE spirit of an old-fashioned barn-raising celebra-
tion, Don Case’s Big Sur friends and neighbors are helping
him rebuild the home he lost in the Basin Complex Fire.

The volunteer effort gets under way Monday, June 20, and
will continue for about 10 days. While much help is needed,
people with carpentry experience are particularly sought
after.

A Big Sur resident for 40 years, Case received a big boost

BIG SUR MEN PLEAD

GUILTY IN 2009 DUI
By MARY BROWNFIELD

IN A deal struck with prosecutors that would keep them
from getting maximum sentences, Big Sur residents Mark
Hudson, 51, and Christopher Tindall, 30, pleaded guilty to
vehicular manslaughter while intoxicated and hit-and-run

resulting in death Monday in
Monterey County Superior
Court. 

Deputy district attorney
Doug Matheson said Hudson
will receive a five-year
prison sentence, while
Tindall’s sentence could be
probation, or up to four years
and eight months in state
prison. 

The men admitted
responsibility for the wreck
that killed 17-year-old
Rachel Love Wiesjahn in
August 2009 and are next set
to appear in court for sen-
tencing by Judge Terrance
Duncan July 22.

Annalisa Sand,
Wiesjahn’s mother, said she’s known Hudson for more than
25 years and hopes he never forgets what he did.

“I’d like to see if there’s a way to make him keep a picture
of her beautiful face on his cell wall, and not be able to take

Rachel Wiesjahn

See FARR page 10A

FARR FACES HOT SEAT OVER WILDERNESS BILL
By CHRIS COUNTS

A BILL proposed by U.S. Rep. Sam Farr that he says
would protect Big Sur’s environment, but which has drawn
criticism from residents who say the legislation will make it
harder to defend their homes from wildfires, will be the sub-
ject of a meeting Saturday, June 18, at Pfeiffer Big Sur State
Park.

The congressman is planning to attend the event, his staff
confirmed this week.

The bill — which is officially known as H.R. 4040 or the
Big Sur Management Unit Act — would create a division of
Los Padres National Forest with its own funding source.
Other goals include adding portions of five local rivers
(Arroyo Seco River, Big Creek, Carmel River, San Antonio
River and San Carpoforo Creek) to the National Wild and
Scenic Rivers System and adding 2,287 acres to the Ventana
Wilderness.

At the heart of the opposition to the bill is the contention
by some residents that wilderness designations slowed the
response of firefighters during the 2008 Basin Complex Fire.
“It appears that forest service officials [are] concerned about
being criticized, or sued, for authorizing the use of heavy
equipment in the wilderness without sufficient justification,”
the Coast Property Owners Association suggests in a letter it
sent to Farr in February.

Farr, though, told Pine Cone readers no such delays hap-
pened. “Their argument is not shared by anybody in the fire
protection business,” he said.

Residents have also voiced their concern that the bill will
lead to more land acquisitions in Big Sur by the federal gov-
ernment, which they claim doesn’t have the resources to
manage the land it already oversees.

Other locals, meanwhile, would like to see the bill address
Big Sur’s workforce housing shortage.

Stoking the debate over the bill is the recent appearance of

a website (www.farrsbill.weebly.com) that includes an in-
depth examination of the bill and land use politics in Big Sur.
The author of the website is well informed but remains
anonymous.

Farr told The Pine Cone he wants to hear residents’ con-
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Salinas employees
take big hit on 
foreclosed house

By PAUL MILLER

THE $2 MILLION mortgage, made in the heyday
of the local real estate market, must have seemed like a
safe investment to the City of Salinas Deferred
Compensation Fund.

But the fund took a big hit last week when the par-
tially built home at 16 Spray St. in Monterey that
secured the mortgage was sold in foreclosure for just
$525,000. At the time of sale, the principal balance on
the loan had grown to $2,377,184.34 — representing a
loss to the employees’ fund of more than $1.8 million.
That’s a very serious blow to a fund that had only $26.8
million in assets last summer. 

“The deed of trust fund is one of the investment
vehicles we offer employees who choose to partici-


