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Two of the butterflies in this $850 case for sale in the P.G.
Natural History Museum gift shop are monarchs, which is
an affront to the protected insects, an activist says. 
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DLI plans gate 
off Highway 68

Farr: Forest bill wouldn’t pass with fire changes
■ Current protocols for maintaining 
firebreaks are adequate, he says

By PAUL MILLER

CONCERNS THAT changes to the management of Los
Padres National Forest sought by U.S. Rep. Sam Farr would
threaten the safety of Big Sur residents by making it more

difficult to fight wildfires were abated somewhat after a town
hall meeting at Pfeiffer state park Saturday morning.

“I’ve got your interests at heart here,” Farr told a crowd of
about 150 in a conference room where details of proposed
legislation to create a Monterey County management unit of
Los Padres National Forest were hashed out.

His comment came after more than a dozen Big Sur resi-
dents, including several fire officials, asked Farr to incorpo-
rate changes into federal legislation he’s proposed, the Big

Sur Management Unit Act, to avoid a repeat of a
near disaster in 2008, when U.S. Forest Service
officials wouldn’t allow bulldozers to clear a fire-
break between the raging Basin Complex Fire and
the Palo Colorado neighborhood.

Despite the emergency, heavy equipment was-
n’t allowed to operate in the firebreak because the
land it crossed is classified as “wilderness.”

“I love wilderness, but I want you to do all you
can to promote firebreaks,” resident Deborah
Streeter told Farr.

“In the last fire, our community could have
been overrun,” said Norm Cotton, who said he’s
lived in Big Sur 41 years. “It’s important to be
able to use heavy equipment to prevent our com-
munities from being burned up.”

The use of bulldozers on U.S. Forest Service
land could become “a life and death situation,”
said Rob Carver, who chaired the meeting on
behalf of the Coast Property Owners Association.
“If fire gets into Palo Colorado, there will be
deaths.”

“We’re three days from the anniversary of the
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Butch Kronlund (left) and Rob Carver (second from right), board members
of the Big Sur property owners association, join U.S. Rep. Sam Farr (sec-
ond from left) and his district director, Alec Arago, at a town hall meeting
Saturday.

■ Peak traffic: more than 700 cars per hour

By KELLY NIX

THE U.S. Army plans to open a new gate into the
Defense Language Institute from Highway 68 between
Community Hospital and Pacific Grove, according to an
environmental impact statement released by the Army.

The work, which would include widening Highway 68
near the S.F.B. Morse Gate into Pebble Beach, could cause
major traffic problems on the two-lane highway, the docu-
ment shows.

The new gate, or “access control point” as the Army calls
it, would “shift traffic demands” from the DLI’s existing
gates and handle more than 700 cars each hour during morn-
ing and evening commutes, according to a 2010 Presidio of
Monterey traffic study, the EIS shows.

“The queuing of these vehicles may be a significant con-
cern if not mitigated as vehicles would stack onto Highway
68,” according to the document, which was completed in

While other budgets
shrink, Carmel’s grows

By MARY BROWNFIELD

IN AN era when layoffs and budget cuts are the rule, the
revenue picture is actually looking up in Carmel, and this
week the city council adopted a $13,138,246 operating bud-
get for 2011/2012 that calls for hiring another police officer
and a human resources manager and adding other expenses
since the first draft was released last month. 

Council members also decided to use more than a half
million dollars in reserve funds to help pay for almost a
dozen capital projects and roadwork on six city streets. The
spending plan takes effect July 1.

The updated budget includes $60,000 for an HR person
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BARRIER PROPOSED TO PROTECT SCENIC ROAD
By KELLY NIX

BUILDING A rock wall along a portion of Scenic Road
to protect bluffs and nearby homes from erosion when the
Carmel River Lagoon sandbar is breached in a northerly
direction each winter was at the forefront of solutions out-
lined at a meeting at Mission Ranch Wednesday.

A vinyl barrier around the lagoon to let it fill up without
flooding adjacent homes was also discussed.

At the meeting, 5th District Supervisor Dave Potter, Lorin
Letendre of the Carmel Point and Lagoon Preservation
Association and county public works director Yaz Emrani
provided an overview of the problems and possible remedies
to solve the issues which have beset environmentalists, coun-
ty officials and residents for decades.

“What we are hoping to
see is that there are no more
breaches in a northerly direc-
tion until the  parking lot and
Scenic Road bluffs are pro-
tected or armored,” Letendre
told the crowd of about 100
residents. 

Environmental groups
favor the northern breach
because it prevents young
steelhead from being washed
out to sea before they’re able
to survive the journey, while
residents want the channel to

be breached in a southerly direction to keep the rising water
away from the Scenic Road bluffs.

Installing a barrier or seawall along the bluffs of Carmel
River State Beach gained the most attention at the meeting.

In 2005 and 2010, the Carmel River carved out portions
of the bluffs and headed straight for Scenic Road. In April,
the channel migrated close to the road and washed away a
part of the parking lot at the popular state beach.

Potter cited the seawall the Pebble Beach Company is
installing — and which received California Coastal
Commission approval. The wall, composed of a bunch of
large rocks, is “aesthetically attractive” and looks like a nat-
ural part of the cliff, he said.

Despite the threat to homes, Scenic Road and the beach
parking lot, the Carmel River Steelhead Association believes

that for the welfare of the threatened steelhead, the channel
should flow in a northerly direction.

“This past year, we received a letter from the steelhead
association that if we did the same thing over again, that there
would be a threat of a lawsuit,” Emrani told the crowd. “We
were put on the notice by National Marine Fisheries Service
as well.” 

See BUDGET page 23A
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A tempest in a specimen case
By KELLY NIX

PACIFIC GROVE takes monarch butterflies very
seriously. Anyone who “molests” the butterfly can be
slapped with a $1,000 fine, and the city years ago gave
itself the hokey moniker “Butterfly Town U.S.A.”

That’s why local historian Esther Trosow said she was
“flabbergasted” when she went into the store at the Pacific
Grove Museum of Natural History and discovered they
were selling monarchs — dead ones. 

“It’s one thing to have monarchs on display in the
museum” as part of an exhibit, Trosow said. “In fact, the
museum sorely needs an adequate monarch exhibit. It’s
another thing to have specimens displayed as baubles in
the gift shop.”

In Trosow’s opinion, though, there is little educational
value in the dead butterfly display since there is nothing
indicating the various species of butterflies. And, she said,
it just seems tacky.

“It sends a very bad conservation message, having
them for sale in that manner,” Trosow said.

Museum director Lori Mannel defended the framed
butterflies in the gift shop — more than 30 in a decorative
case for $850 — saying they are in line with the museum’s
conservation and education vision. Besides, museum vis-
itors requested such displays.

“We have heard from teachers who say, ‘I would love
to  come into the store to pick up a monarch that was envi-
ronmentally collected so I can use it in the classroom as an
educational [tool],’” Mannel said.

The operation that sold the museum the butterfly dis-
play farms the butterflies, though it’s not clear if the

One project 
to control a 
river, and 
another to 
let it do 
what it wants




