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By MARY SCHLEY

CARMEL POLICE officer Chris Johnson’s desire to
resurrect the department’s bicycle patrols got a much-
needed capital infusion last week, when the city council
accepted a $4,999 donation from Augustina clothing
store owner Tracy Odle.

Pedaling through town on mountain bikes allows cops
to better interact with the public, get to the scenes of acci-
dents and crimes quickly despite traffic jams, and sneak
up on criminals.

“It’s a way to be more visible and approachable,”
Johnson told The Pine Cone this week. “When you’re in
a car, you kind of have a shell around you.”

Carmel P.D.’s former bicycle patrol program ran
through the 1990s to 2002, after which the bikes were
placed into storage until Johnson rediscovered them a
few months ago and decided to try to put them back into

See TAKEOVER page 17A

See KRML page 10A
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Police officer Chris Johnson fields lots of questions from tourists
when he’s patrolling the city streets on his new bicycle.

PHOTOS/COURTESY CARMEL BACH FESTIVAL

FROM THE moment he lowered his baton at the opening concert Saturday night
(above), and with the unusual staging of the St. John Passion Sunday afternoon (left),
new Bach Fest conductor Paul Goodwin has impressed audiences and musicians with
his energy and enthusiasm, and he’s surprised them with his new approach to playing
and staging classical music. “It feels like Paul’s music is cracking open new places in
people’s hearts (certainly my own),” said the festival’s general manager, Camille Kolles.
“Seeing his musicality is one thing, but the framing is equally interesting, and the audi-
ences have been very warm and enthusiastic,” said Mayor Sue McCloud. Bill Sharpe,
Carmel resident and a 1990 Nobel Prize winner in economics, said Goodwin, “has
phenomenal energy and is almost like a force of nature. The music is glorious, and he
infuses it with vigor and enthusiasm.” The festival continues through July 30. Go to
www.bachfestival.org for concert schedules and tickets.
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By KELLY NIX

BACKED UP against the precipitous cliffs of Highway
1 about 8 miles south of Carmel, Garrapata State Beach is
known for its breathtaking views of the north and south
coast. It’s also known to some as a place to go in your birth-
day suit.

“Because we’ve had complaints, we are trying to do more
regular patrols down there to help park visitors stay safe,”
Dana Jones, state parks superintendent for the Monterey
area, told The Pine Cone.

Jones said her office in the past few weeks has received
numerous letters, emails and phone calls from about nudity
at Garrapata, one of many beaches incorrectly listed on

PARK RANGERS GO UNDERCOVER TO CATCH NUDE BEACHGOERS
While nudity and sunbathing au natural are prohibited at

all state beaches, they are not uncommon. But in the past few
weeks, state parks officials have had an unusual number of
reports from beachgoers complaining of people — mostly
men — in the buff at Garrapata State Beach.

In response, state park rangers and lifeguards have
stepped up enforcement, issuing more than a dozen tickets
for public nudity since July 8. 

See UNDERCOVER page 16A

Bach Fest’s ‘new era’ getting raves
KRML’s new owner
has ambitious plans

PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

A FIXTURE in Carmel since 1957, the jazz radio sta-
tion KRML has a new owner. 

The owner of Carmel Valley Athletic Club, Scot McKay
purchased the radio station, which is best known for being
featured in the 1971 Clint Eastwood film, “Play Misty for
Me.”

The amount of the sale was not disclosed, but the radio
station was listed at $350,000 by its owner — Monterey
County Bank — in January. Less than two years earlier, it
was on the market for $1.5 million.

From 2004 to 2009, KRML was located in the Eastwood
Building on San Carlos Street, where passersby could watch
the radio station’s deejays in action and shop at an adjacent
retail store, the Jazz & Blues Co. But its owner, Dave
Kimball, declared bankruptcy in February 2009, and two
months later, the Jazz & Blues Co. closed its doors.
Monterey County Bank, which had financed Kimball’s oper-
ation, took over the station’s assets.

Despite the setback, volunteers kept the station on the air,
moving its hardware to a shed located behind the Crossroads
shopping center.

A Carmel Valley resident since 2003, McKay has a lot of

Police opt for the stealth — 
and friendliness — of bike patrols

Water board
skeptical about
Cal Am takeover

By KELLY NIX

THE GROUP of activists seeking the public takeover of
California American Water convinced the Monterey
Peninsula Water Management District this week to organize
an advisory committee to discuss the possibility even though
ratepayers have shot down the idea several times before.

Though Monterey Peninsula voters on three separate
occasions have rejected the idea of turning Cal Am into a
public entity, WaterPlus believes buying Cal Am now is a
good idea and would save ratepayers lots of money on their
monthly water bills. 

At Monday’s water district board meeting, the group pre-
sented a 6-year-old appraisal of Cal Am which estimated the
company’s fair market value at $100.7 million. But the
appraisal also said the company had “contingent liabilities”
in 2006 of up to $175 million.

Ron Weitzman, who heads the group, gave directors a
rosy view of the plan Monday, telling them an average
monthly water bill of $90.20 under Cal Am’s ownership
would be reduced to $52.78 under public ownership. 

Following Weitzman’s presentation, Cal Am vice presi-
dent Kevin Tilden told water district directors the company is
“unequivocally” not for sale. 

He reminded directors of the three failed attempts — most
recently in 2005 — by activists to take over Cal Am.
Weitzman was part of that effort, which asked voters to shell
out $550,000 for a study.

“The voters have spoken, not once, not twice, but three
times,” Tilden said.  

Dan Presser, a member of WaterPlus, however, said this
time around he believes voters would support the idea of a
takeover.

See APPLICANTS page 15A

See STEALTH page 16A

MORE THAN 100 WANT TO BE CITY MANAGER
By MARY SCHLEY

NEARLY 130 people from throughout the country
applied to be city administrator of Carmel before the July
8 deadline, and headhunter Bobbi Peckham pledged to
winnow the group to about a half-dozen finalists who will
be interviewed  by the full city council in closed session
Aug. 11-12, according to Mayor Sue McCloud.

“They are not just from California, but from all over
the United States,” McCloud told The Pine Cone this
week. “To get that kind of response shows there are peo-
ple who are willing to make a change. I have no idea who
they are.”

McCloud said a substantial number — just under half

of the group — are women.
Peckham, a partner in the executive search firm

Peckham & McKenney, reported she reviewed 129 appli-
cations from people interested in running the one-square-
mile city that operates with a $13 million budget. Of
those, she chose the 20 strongest applicants and sent them
supplemental questionnaires. 

“While these candidates have very impressive back-
grounds, I am clearly looking for the right fit for this com-
munity and the organization,” Peckham said in an update
to city officials.

According to the job description approved by the coun-




