
Smart meters — now comes the interesting part
By PAUL MILLER

WITH MORE than 8 million high-tech electric and gas
meters installed at the homes and businesses of PG&E cus-
tomers, the political controversy that raged around the intro-
duction of smart meters has pretty much disappeared. It turns
out they didn’t trigger the apocalypse, after all.

Now, with smart meter data starting to be available online
to all those millions of energy users, the question is, what do
they do with it?

The answer, so far,
is not much. But
when time-sensitive
pricing is introduced
in the not-too-distant
future, the smart
meters will show how
to save real money by
shifting energy use
from peak-demand
hours to times of day
when not much ener-
gy is being used —
and that can also
make a real differ-
ence to the environ-
ment, according to
PG&E.

“In California,

some 11 percent of generation capacity is fired up just 80 to
100 hours a year,” according to Jonathan Marshall, a PG&E
analyst. “That’s a really expensive proposition, given that
each additional megawatt of capacity costs more than
$50,000 a year.”

And that’s why the smart meters were installed: To
encourage consumers to shift as much energy use as possible
from the middle of the day to the evening or the middle of the
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If your electric meter looks
like this, you can start
tracking your hourly ener-
gy usage (right) at
www.pge.com. The utility
wants your mid-day use to
shrink. 

Schools grapple 
with adding LGBT
issues to coursework

By MARY SCHLEY

WHEN GOV. Jerry Brown signed a law July 14 requir-
ing social science courses in public schools to include the
contributions of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgendered
people to the development of California and the United
States, while omitting anything that might reflect unfavor-
ably on these groups, he set Carmel Unified School District
officials rushing to determine how to adjust their teaching by
the law’s Jan. 1, 2012, deadline.

The bill, SB 48, also called the FAIR (Fair, Accurate,
Inclusive and Respectful) Education Act, was written by
State Sen. Mark Leno and amends the state Education Code
to add “lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender Americans” to
the list of groups of people whose roles and contributions
shall be accurately portrayed in instructional materials and
included in social science instruction, and adds sexual orien-
tation and religion to the list of characteristics that “shall not
be reflected adversely in adopted instructional materials.”

It also prohibits the state board of education and school
districts “from adopting textbooks or other instructional
materials that contain any matter reflecting adversely upon”
the LGBT community, people with disabilities and other
groups identified in the code.

Edmund Gross, CUSD director of curriculum and instruc-
tion, described the requirements regarding the incorporation
of LGBT issues and figures as “vague.”

“They weren’t specific as to where and when, what grade
level and content,” he said. “The districts will have some
choice.”

Generally, when the state requires the inclusion of specif-
ic topics, the “frameworks” division of the state department
of education determines where and when it should be incor-
porated, according to Gross. But that division was suspended
during the 2009 budget crisis and is not expected to be oper-
ating again until the 2015/2016 school year.

“The changes are not going to be directed by the state at
this point,” he said. “Eventually they will be, but right now
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Bergstrom appeal delayed by judges’ questions
By MARY SCHLEY

THE CALIFORNIA attorney general’s office and the
defense lawyer for convicted rapist Carl Bergstrom argued
the fine points of jury instruction this week in briefs submit-
ted to the California Court of
Appeal for the Sixth District
in San Jose. 

In July 2009, a jury found
Bergstrom, a well known
local physician, guilty of
forcibly sodomizing a
woman in his Carmel home
the previous April, and
Monterey County Superior
Court Judge Russell Scott
sentenced him to six years in
prison.

Bergstrom is serving his
prison sentence but is fight-
ing the conviction on multi-
ple grounds, including how
Scott instructed jurors to
determine whether he was
guilty. 

According to James Campbell, the attorney handing
Bergstrom’s appeal, the jury was erroneously told it could
convict Bergstrom of forcible sodomy even if it only con-
cluded his victim, Jane Doe 1, was too intoxicated to give
consent to having anal sex with him.

Campbell also alleges Scott illegally allowed other
women who claimed they were victimized by Bergstrom to
testify, even though their allegations were never proved, and
that the judge shouldn’t have admitted as evidence sex videos
on Bergstrom’s cell phone or a recording of him buying and
using cocaine in his medical office. 

All of those elements prejudiced the jury against the for-
mer Carmel doctor, Campbell said. 

Oral arguments in the appeal were made before the court
of appeals in May.

But instead of making a decision, the judges asked

Carl Bergstrom
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Monterey County No. 1 in illegal immigrants
By KELLY NIX

ABOUT ONE in seven people living in Monterey
County is an illegal immigrant, according to a new study by
a nonpartisan San Francisco think tank. 

Monterey County also has the highest percentage of ille-
gal immigrants, compared to the total number of residents, of
any county in the state, a report released last week by the
Public Policy Institute of California shows.

The 32-page document entitled, “Unauthorized
Immigrants in California,” breaks down by county where the
state’s estimated 2.8 million illegal immigrants live, statistics
which had been elusive.

The report found there are 63,000 illegal immigrants
residing in Monterey and San Benito counties (the study
combined the counties), making up 13.5 percent of the total
population of 463,000.

“We find that unauthorized immigrants live in every
county in the state, primarily
but not only in highly agricul-
tural or highly urban areas,”
according to the report
authored by Laura E. Hill and
Hans P. Johnson.

The study also determined
that Monterey County is one
of only a handful of the state’s
58 counties where illegal
immigrants make up more
than 10 percent of the popula-
tion. In 22 counties, most
rural and mountainous — but
which also includes
Sacramento — illegal immigrants amount to less than 5 per-
cent of the population.

Of the 11 million illegal immigrants living in the nation,
about 2.8 million,or 7.8 percent of the population, live in
California — more than than any other state, Hill and
Johnson found.

But maybe more surprising than the statistics is the
method in which they were obtained: Researchers largely
used data from federal income tax returns filed by illegal
immigrants, a method that has never been used before to
track that segment of the population. 
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Collins passed lie detector test, his attorney says
■ Will witnesses also confirm his story?

By KELLY NIX

THE ATTORNEY for a former county water board
director accused of violating state conflict-of-interest laws
said the results of a lie detector test back up his story that
county supervisors urged him to take the high-paying con-
sulting job. Steve Collins also has witnesses to back him up,
according to his attorney.

Collins, a former director with the Monterey County
Water Resources Agency, is under investigation by the
Monterey County District Attorney’s Office and California
Fair Political Practices Commission for being paid $160,000

by RMC Consulting to promote the Regional Water Project
while serving as a director of the Monterey County Water
Resources Agency, which has an oversight role over the pro-
ject.

But Collins’ attorney, Michael Lawrence, with the Salinas
law office of Lawrence & Peck, said the results of a poly-
graph test show his client has been truthful in his contention
county supervisors Dave Potter and Lou Calcagno encour-
aged him to work for RMC, a claim the supervisors have
denied. 

The test was administered by Darryl Pang, a retired cap-
tain with the Milpitas Police Department, according to

Workers 
without valid
SSNs can file 
tax returns,
and get refunds,
using ITINs


