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See WATER BOARD page 21A

See MURDERS page 27A

See WILDFIRE page 24A

See LAYOFFS page 11A

See ROBBERY page 10A

This Carmel Valley mansion (shown as it appeared in an online real
estate ad) nearly burned to the ground Monday after fire spread through
its complicated attic. The slate roof also hampered firefighters.

PHOTO/CHRIS COUNTS

A truck dumps a load of sand Tuesday along the edge of Scenic Road to
help build a bulldozer ramp to Carmel River State Beach. With rain in the
forecast, the work could be none too soon. See story on page 8A.

See BLAZE page 23A See SCHOOLS page 21A

Home’s costly construction hampers fire fight
By MARY SCHLEY

A FIRE hydrant that produced no water, an attic divided
into compartments and a steep slate roof put fire crews to the

test late Sunday night and early Monday morning as they
tried to stop an apparent chimney fire that ended up causing
millions of dollars in damage to an expansive Carmel Valley
home.

“This was a tough fire,” said Monterey County Regional
Fire Division Chief Miles Schuler, because of a lack of water,
the size of the house, the many angles of roof and the numer-
ous empty spaces in the attic and walls. The home had sprin-
klers in the rooms but not in the attic, and “the fire traveled
in all those unprotected spaces.”

Shortly before midnight, a fire engine was dispatched
from the mid-valley station to investigate a report from the
home’s residents that there was smoke inside. They had a fire
in the fireplace, but that didn’t seem the be the source, so
firefighters started checking the gabled and partitioned attic
of the roughly 8,000-square-foot home.

When they got to the area near the chimney, they found
the flames. But the home’s expensive construction thwarted
one of their usual strategies for fighting an attic fire.

“Usually, we would go on the roof and cut a hole to let the
fire out, but it was a steep roof made of slate and was slip-

HERALD LAYS OFF

WORKERS DAYS

AFTER ANNOUNCING

OUTSOURCING
By KELLY NIX

LESS THAN a week after employees in the
Monterey County Herald’s advertising art depart-
ment were told most of their duties would be out-
sourced to workers in India, management
announced Tuesday several of them would soon
be without a job.

Last week, Herald management told workers in
its creative services department that in an effort to
cut costs, it would be sending most of its work off-
shore within the next few months.

While employees expected reductions in the

By CHRIS COUNTS

BIG SUR and upper Carmel Valley residents won a big
victory Tuesday when the Monterey County Board of
Supervisors voted 3-2 to support an agreement between fire
agencies and the county that they say will make rural com-
munities safer from wildfire.

“This was a major win, not just for people who in live Big
Sur and Carmel Valley, but for the entire county,” said Big
Sur resident Frank Pinney, who serves as president of the
Association of Monterey County Fire Districts and Volunteer
Fire Brigades.

Moments earlier, the supervisors voted unanimously to
appoint Cal Fire Chief Rick Hutchinson as the county’s fire
warden and fuel mitigation officer.

While there was nothing controversial about Hutchinson’s
appointment, the same could not be said of an agreement
between 18 firefighting agencies and the county to work
together to coordinate brush clearing projects in places like
upper Carmel Valley and Big Sur. Guiding the brush clearing
work will be the Monterey County Community Wildfire
Protection Plan, which the supervisors approved in
December after a lengthy and contentious debate. The plan
emerged in response to the devastating wildfires of 2008,
which burned more than 1.4 million acres throughout the
state, including nearly 250,000 acres locally.

Saving plants vs. saving homes
At Tuesday’s hearing, environmental activist Julie Engell

Despite activist’s objections, supes OK wildfire plan

CUSD voters choose 
Patel, Steck, Kreitman
n Pallastrini’s votes yet to be counted

PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

VOTERS IN the Carmel Unified School District on
Tuesday selected a seasoned incumbent, an active school par-
ent and a retired financial advisor to serve on the CUSD
board of education, according to preliminary results provid-
ed by the Monterey County Elections department. Unless the
write-in campaign of former Carmel High School principal
Karl Pallastrini changes the results, Rita Patel and Annette
Yee Steck were the decisive choices at the polls Nov. 8,
receiving 29.8 percent and 24 percent of the vote, respective-
ly, followed by Richard Kreitman, with 19.5 percent. 

Patel is PTO president at Carmel Middle School, Steck
has been on the school board for 18 years, and Kreitman is a
retired financial advisor who also has a son at the middle
school.

According to elections officials’ semifinal report, 2,490
people cast their votes for Patel, 2,009 people voted for
Steck, and 1,627 people voted for Kreitman.

Byrne, Brower take
water board seats 

By KELLY NIX

FORMER PACIFIC Grove Mayor Jeanne Byrne unseat-
ed incumbent water board director Regina Doyle by a large
margin Tuesday, while board chair Bob Brower narrowly held
on to his own seat. 

Byrne attributed her 58 percent win over Doyle Tuesday
for the Monterey Peninsula Water Management District seat
to voter frustration.

“I think people finally have decided they want water for
people,” Byrne said. “The environment is important, but I
don’t think it has to take precedence over people, jobs and
families.”

Byrne, who supports water for lots of record, infill and
small amounts of new development, said she wants to change
public perception of the water district, which has long been
criticized for favoring conservation and cutbacks over find-
ing ways to keep the community supplied with water.

“One of my goals is to bring back the credibility of the

C.V. house where two
were murdered is sold
n Real Estate ad highlighted grim history

By CHRIS COUNTS

A CARMEL Valley home that was the site of the mur-
der of a prominent defense attorney and his wife in 2007 sold
last Monday for $357,000. 

Located at 82 Hitchcock Canyon Road, the residence was
owned by Mel and Elizabeth Grimes, who were shot to death
Jan. 29, 2007, by their next door neighbor, John Kenney. The
three had been engaged in a lengthy dispute over a driveway
easement.

The buyers of the house are Siddhartha Hamilton and
Selene Ogdon. According to real estate agent Vince Catania
of Salinas-based Steinbeck Real Estate, Hamilton and Ogdon
— who already live in Carmel Valley — are aware of the
tragedy that occurred in their new home.

As the listing agent, Catania said he didn’t shy away from
telling prospective buyers about the double murder, even
though he didn’t have to. State law only requires a death —

Masked robbers hit Chase
By MARY SCHLEY

THREE MEN wearing Halloween masks and carrying
guns burst into the Chase Bank branch at Country Club Gate
Wednesday morning, ordered everyone inside onto the floor,
stole an undisclosed amount of cash and then herded every-
one into the vault while they fled out the back door toward
the parking lot, according to PGPD Cmdr. John Miller.

“There were a total of six people in the bank,” Miller said.
No one was injured.

“It showed a degree of sophistication,” he said. “They
were clothed head to toe and wearing Halloween masks.” Two
of the men were carrying handguns, while one held what wit-
nesses described as an “assault rifle.” 

But other than that, not much is known about what the
men looked like, considering they were wearing hooded
sweatshirts and gloves, too.

Getting ready for bulldozers

told supervisors it’s not enough to have a fire warden oversee
brush clearance, because the work might violate state and
federal environmental laws. She also wants the public to be
notified when brush clearing projects are being considered
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