
Museum panoramas discovered in Fort Ord bunker
By CHRIS COUNTS

BUILT MORE than 60 years ago to store weapons
and ammunition, the bunkers at Fort Ord Dunes State Park
recently yielded an unexpected treasure — an anonymous
artist’s rendering of what Monterey Bay looked like in the
early 19th century.

A few weeks ago, while riding my bicycle through the
park, I was surprised to discover that many of the bunkers
are open to the public. I took a peek inside several of the
musty and cavernous concrete structures, which were built

into the dunes to contain an explosion in case something
went off when it wasn’t supposed to.

After examining the interiors of a couple of empty
bunkers — and testing out their acoustics with a song or
two — I came across Bunker No. 9, which was filled with
what appeared to be old junk. But the contents turned out
to be the discarded remnants of an old museum display.

Near the entrance of the bunker was a diorama that
appeared to be from the mid-20th century. The glass was

The bunkers at Fort Ord (above), which held weapons and
ammunition for generations of soldiers, have been repeat-
edly vandalized. But one contained long-forgotten murals
of Monterey history (right).
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Rescued steelhead released back into Carmel River
By KELLY NIX

ABOUT 1,400 steelhead fish rescued from the Carmel
River last summer by the Monterey Peninsula Water
Management District were released back into the river during
the first week of November.

In August, when river flows dipped below 8 cubic
feet per second, workers with the water district’s fish
rescue program saved a total of 1,750 fish from the
lower Carmel River — a three-mile stretch between the
Highway 1 bridge and Via Mallorca. 

“We make a judgment call based on how quickly
the river is drying up,” said Kevan Urquhart, MPWMD
senior fisheries biologist. “We usually start rescuing in
June or July, sometimes as early as May, but this year
we didn’t start until August. It was one of our latest
starts because river conditions were good.”

After being captured, the fish were transported to
the water district’s Sleepy Hollow Steelhead Rearing
Facility. The 15-year-old operation has a simulated
stream with riffles and pools designed to replicate
Carmel River conditions.

“Studies show that fish reared this way have a bet-
ter survival rate than hatchery fish,” Urquhart said.
“We keep them as wild as possible so they are suc-
cessful back in their natural environment, and at the
same time, we are not altering the genetics of the wild
population. It’s not a fish hatchery.”

The steelhead were treated for disease and parasites
before being put in rearing channels, where they were fed and
monitored until being released back into the lower part of the
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Workers with the Monterey Peninsula Water Management District corral
and net juvenile steelhead at a Carmel Valley holding facility before releas-
ing them back to the Carmel River.
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Pallastrini celebrates
rare write-in victory

By MARY SCHLEY

AS FAR as registrar of voters Linda Tulett knows, a
write-in candidate had not prevailed in a Monterey County
election until this week, when final tallies showed Karl
Pallastrini had edged out Richard Kreitman for a seat on the
Carmel Unified School District board of education.
Pallastrini received 2,296 votes, while Kreitman got 2,152.
Voters also selected incumbent Annette Yee Steck (2,588
votes) and Rita Patel (3,269 votes) in the Nov. 8 election.

“I would have to look back in history to see if it’s unprece-
dented, but it’s certainly rare,” said Tulett, who has worked in
elections for 15 years. “Normally write-ins do not win.”

Because a write-in candidate’s name does not appear on
the ballot, he and his supporters “have to campaign a lot
harder,” she noted.

Fire destroys home 
with long driveway
and no hydrant

By MARY SCHLEY

A FIRE that might have been caused by a heater burned
a 50-plus-year-old wooden house in Jacks Peak to the ground
Monday evening after the resident unsuccessfully tried to put
it out herself. Located down a long driveway off of Viejo
Road, the home was fully engulfed in flames by the time fire-
fighters arrived, according to Cal Fire Operations Chief Jude
Acosta.

The blaze occurred two weeks after a chimney fire spread
into the attic of a Carmel Valley mansion, causing significant
damage to the pricey home.

During the Jacks Peak incident, a neighbor dialed 911
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Henry Miller Library told it needs better toilets
By CHRIS COUNTS

THE HENRY Miller Library — a Big Sur museum,
gallery and performing arts venue dedicated to the memory
of the infamous author of “Tropic of Cancer” — appears to
be the victim of its own success.

According to longtime executive director Magnus Toren,
the library has been notified by Monterey County officials
that it needs to improve its restroom facilities and make the
building more accessible for disabled visitors.

“We have been alerted to the fact that we need to upgrade
our facilities to meet state and federal health and safety

requirements, including the
Americans with Disabilities
Act. Failure to comply will
result in us indefinitely dis-
continuing programs and
events.”

For three decades, the
library has hosted a variety of
events in its redwood-shaded
garden, including concerts,
weddings, writing work-
shops, fashion shows, vinyl
record swaps, art exhibits,
poetry slams and a popular
annual short film festival. In

recent years, though, the library has emerged as a sought-
after locale for an impressive roster of big-time musical acts,
including the Red Hot Chili Peppers, the Fleet Foxes, Philip
Glass, Band of Horses and Arcade Fire. As a result, the
library’s activities have fallen under the scrutiny of authori-
ties.

Toren told The Pine Cone this week that the repairs and
improvements could cost as much as $250,000. 

“We need to raise a lot of money to continue functioning
as we have in the past,” he said. “These mandated renovation
expenses far exceed our current resources. The challenge
currently facing the library is unprecedented. If you like the
idea of keeping the library going, now is the time to show
your support.”

Toren has met with county officials to discuss the viola-
tions and is also launching a fundraising effort. While the

repairs will be costly, he’s convinced they are worth the
expense.

“If we are able to comply [with the county, state and fed-
eral regulations], we feel the library will emerge even
stronger,” Toren suggested. “Our operations will continue to
provide artistic and economic benefits to the Central Coast,
while the renovations will improve visitor access to the space
itself.”

Miller — who lived in Big Sur from 1944 to 1962 —

Code violations
derail Big Sur
institution’s
big plans


