A SPECIAL SECTION

A

PERFECT

Volume 98 No. 2

A celebration of the
special day and how to
help make it perfect,
inside this week’s Pine Cone!
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City will ask appeals
court to reconsider
Flanders ruling

FOR MAJOR HOUSE FIRE
n Dispatching glitch prompts
fire chief to call for new system

n Smaller parcel was adequately
examined in EIR, council says

By MARY SCHLEY

A

BLAZE destroyed a Casanova Street cottage
Tuesday morning, and investigator David Reade said
the floor furnace is probably to blame.
A neighbor dialed 911 to report the fire at 6:47
a.m., according to police dispatcher Jeff Olinger, and
by the time engines arrived at the home between 12th
and 13th avenues several minutes later, the front of the
house was engulfed in flames.

See FIRE page 7A

By MARY SCHLEY
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Smoke lingers after firefighters extinguish the blaze that wrecked a Casanova
Street house Tuesday morning.

Complaint by neighbor
shuts down C.V. music

Moniz bows out, Beach
announces council run

By CHRIS COUNTS

By MARY SCHLEY

VER THE past two years, local music promoter Kiki
Wow has brought an impressive array of musical talent to
Plaza Linda restaurant, helping to transform sleepy Carmel
Valley Village into a thriving hub of live music.
But Wow’s efforts are now in jeopardy after the Monterey
County Planning Department notified her last week that she
can’t stage any more concerts at the Mexican restaurant
unless she either gets a new permit or amends the restaurant’s
existing permit to allow live musical performances.
Plaza Linda needs a permit for live music because its
property line is within 200 feet of residential property,
Monterey County’s assistant planning director, Carl Holm,
told The Pine Cone.

Y NEXT Wednesday, the ballot in the April 10 Carmel
municipal election will be set, as the filing period for candidates for mayor and two city council seats closes. Some candidates have already returned the 20 signatures necessary to
get their names on the ballot, while others just started gathering them this week.
“I was the first one to return all my signatures,” councilman Ken Talmage, the only incumbent seeking reelection,
told The Pine Cone this week. “They are back and have been
certified. Now the campaign begins.” Talmage, who was
appointed to the council in late 2006 to complete the term
vacated by Erik Bethel and then ran for election to a full fouryear term in 2008, will hold his campaign kickoff Feb. 2.

See COMPLAINT page 9A

See CANDIDATES page 9A
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Accused snail poacher
claims she was arrested
because she’s Asian
By KELLY NIX

T

HE ATTORNEY for one of two women charged last year
with taking up to 40 pounds of turban snails from tide pools in
Pacific Grove alleged at a court hearing in Salinas last week that
a police officer targeted his client because she is Asian.
On May 30, 2011, Pacific Grove Police Sgt. Jeff Fenton ticketed Yanli Li and Jing Yang of Fremont for taking about 1,000
black turban snails after he spotted the mollusks in buckets in
the back of Li’s Nissan minivan. The women were later charged

See SNAILS page 8A
This turban snail in
Pacific Grove
avoided being
poached. But as
many as 1,000 of
his mollusk friends
were taken from a
P.G. tide pool by
two Fremont
women, according to police.
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HE CARMEL City Council unanimously voted in
closed session Monday to ask the California Court of Appeal
for reconsideration of the decision it handed down last week
in the Flanders Foundation’s lawsuit against Carmel. The ruling, issued Jan. 4 by a three-justice panel following extensive
written briefs and oral arguments heard last October, sided
with the city on all but one issue in the legal battle over the
sale of the historic Flanders Mansion. The council hopes the
judges will change their minds on that point, thus allowing
the sale of the old house located on the edge of Mission Trail
Park without much further expense.
While the court said there was no need for the city to analyze improbable uses of the mansion, such as a halfway
house or affordable housing, in concluded the city had failed
to respond to a suggestion it consider reducing the size of the
lot on which the mansion would be sold. But council members contend that option was adequately discussed — and
dismissed as infeasible — in the EIR.
“The court said we didn’t answer the comment, and we
think that’s wrong. In fact, we think that we did answer it, so
we would like the court to say that we did answer it,” councilman Jason Burnett told The Pine Cone this week. “And if
we can point that out to them and they agree, then it would
clear the way for a sale, which is what we all want —

See RECONSIDER page 26A

Our new cartoon strip,
“Police Log,” is on page 23A.

THE HISTORY OF ALL SAINTS’CHURCH, SCANDALS AND ALL
By MARY SCHLEY

F

ROM THE early sermons held at the Pine Inn
and the construction of a church that now serves as
Carmel City Hall, to its “two-and-a-half scandals”
and influential leaders, the history of All Saints’
Episcopal Church has been chronicled in a book by
Elizabeth Barratt in honor of its centennial celebration this year. Barratt, the church’s historian and
archivist, will talk about her work at a kickoff celebration set for Saturday, Jan. 21.
A couple of years ago, the Rev. Rick Matters
asked Barratt if she would be interested in taking on
the project, and as an accomplished writer, historian
and naturally inquisitive person, she welcomed the
assignment.
“I plowed through the archives, which are pretty
ample,” she said, adding that previous church members had diligently kept scrapbooks, which were as
compelling as they were helpful. She also took full
advantage of the local history rooms in Harrison
Memorial Library and Monterey Public Library,
“and talked to some of the old timers, who have stories.”
Barratt structured the book so that each chapter
focuses on the arrival and departure of a particular
priest, though the initial sections paint the story of

See CHURCH page 25A
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All Saints’ first permanent home on Monte Verde Street — with its
unusual, cylindrical tower — was built by M.J. Murphy and is now city
hall.
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