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Cats rescued from horrible conditions
in Seaside last week have been enjoy-
ing plenty of creature comforts at the
SPCA for Monterey County, including
toys (left) and love (above).
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City may sell
bonds to pay off
retirement debt
n Big savings for taxpayers predicted

By MARY SCHLEY

TO CUT the interest rate on its pension debt, the City of
Carmel is taking the first steps toward transferring the
indebtedness from CalPERS to municipal bonds.

At its July 3 meeting, the council unanimously voted to
embark on the process of issuing the bonds to pay off the
“side fund” — a debt imposed on the city by the California
Public Employees Retirement System in 2003, when state
officials calculated the retirement liabilities of small cities
like Carmel and determined they were greater than the cities’
assets. City administrator Jason Stilwell explained that refi-
nancing the $6.1 million debt is one of the steps the council
can take in the quest for financial sustainability.

“You can borrow at a cheaper rate than what CalPERS is
giving you,” Craig Hill of NHA Advisors LLC, the financial
firm handling the bond issuance and sale, told council mem-
bers. While the state retirement fund has been dictating the
interest rate — which was cut last month from 7.75 percent
to 7.5 percent — for the side fund, he said, “If you finance it
yourself, you give them a lump sum and say, ‘Go away,’ and
then you decide” how to pay off the debt, and when.

World responds with donations for rescued cats
By KELLY NIX

ONE WEEK after SPCA workers found
113 dead kittens and rescued 51 living cats at
two Seaside homes, monetary donations and
gifts from around the world are pouring into
the organization’s headquarters off of
Highway 68.

As the felines continue to recover from a
variety of medical conditions due to neglect,
generous people — from Germany, to
Kansas, to England — who read news stories
or watched TV broadcasts about the cats, are
donating money and supplies, according to
SPCA for Monterey County spokeswoman
Beth Brookhouser.

“It’s amazing,” Brookhouser told The
Pine Cone. “It’s really touching how people
are coming forward and helping these cats.”

News of the grim discovery of the felines

STATE PARKS’ HIDDEN MONEY TRICK

SHAKES UP LOCAL VOLUNTEERS, DONORS

By CHRIS COUNTS

THE ADMISSION by California state parks
officials two weeks ago that $54 million was found
hidden from lawmakers came as a shock to local
volunteers and donors, who have given countless
hours — as well as tens of thousands of dollars —
to help keep parks in Monterey County open
despite California’s budget crisis.

“It destroys people’s trust,” said Austin Keegan,
co-founder of Friends of Garrapata, a group of vol-
unteers who do trail work and pick up trash. “Either
state parks is inept or they’re crooked. That’s the
feedback I’m getting from our members.”

Through his Pelican Network, Big Sur’s Jack
Ellwanger has encouraged the public to aid the
effort to keep the parks open. Understandably, he
was not happy to hear about the hidden cash.

“Pelican Network and a lot of conservation-
minded groups and individuals put in a lot of effort PHOTO/AUSTIN KEEGAN

Despite its outstanding scenery, Garrapata State Park in Big Sur was placed on
the closure list due to budget cuts.See PARKS page 21A

See CATS page 19A

See CHOMP page 24A

See STABBED page 22A

Police officer stabbed in
front of his P.G. home

By MARY SCHLEY

A COP living on Forest Avenue suffered a single stab
wound to the chest shortly after 2 a.m. Tuesday, when he
opened the front door of his home to investigate noises out-
side and was attacked, according to Pacific Grove Police
Cmdr. John Nyunt.

“He heard the sounds of scuffling and bushes against the
building where he lives,” he said. “He went to open the door
and stepped out on the landing, and was stabbed in the chest.”

The assailant stabbed the man once above the left nipple,
according to Nyunt. The blade didn’t penetrate any organs
but hit his ribs.

See DEBT page 15 in the Real Estate Section

Fast attack confines Pebble Beach brush fire
By MARY SCHLEY

A FIRE erupted in the woods in Pebble Beach near
Highway 68 late Monday morning, but a concerted attack
from the air and the ground kept the wildfire to a quarter

acre, Pebble Beach Fire Capt. Bo Lee reported.
A resident alerted authorities to the smoke and flames in

the area of Sunset Lane and Sunridge Road at 11:14 a.m. July
30, prompting a response from Pebble Beach Fire, Cal Fire
and other agencies that included a tactical airplane, two air
tankers and two helicopters, as well as nine fire engines, a
bulldozer, a fire crew, three captains, a division chief and an
investigator, according to Lee.

“Copter 406 out of Bear Valley located the fire between
Haul Road and Highway 68,” Lee reported.

Carmel residents phoned the police department repeated-
ly throughout the morning to inquire why a red and white
plane was circling overhead. The Cal Fire aircraft was a spot-
ter plane tracking the fire.

Copter 406 also dropped off a crew to fight the fire from
the ground using hand tools, chainsaws and back pumps by
cutting a fire line around the burning area, while a pilot and
fire captain stayed in the helicopter to draw water from the
P.B. reservoir and drop it on the blaze from the craft’s belly
tank. Other firefighters carried hose in from the fire engines
to finish dousing the flames.

Lee said the cause remains under investigation. He also
reported that Cal Fire Chief Richard Hutchinson Jr. “would
like to remind residents that it is critical that to have a mini-
mum of 100 feet of defensible space around their homes and
other structures,” meaning that dead grass and plants, over-
hanging limbs and other combustible materials should be
cleared away.
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A Cal Fire helicopter suctions water from the reservoir in Del Monte
Forest Monday so it can be dropped on a brush fire that broke out
near Haul Road.

CHOMP says ObamaCare
will result in no savings
for paying patients

By KELLY NIX

THERE IS little doubt that President Barack Obama’s
new health care plan will be a godsend for many Californians
who can’t afford to pay for their medical care. Millions of
indigent and low-income patients will be eligible for
Medicaid or subsidized private insurance — costs that hospi-
tals previously incurred and shifted to paying patients. It’s a
phenomenon that’s familiar to anyone who’s seen a bill from
one of the local hospitals.

But an official with Community Hospital of the Monterey
Peninsula said, despite hundreds of billions of dollars in new
revenues that will flow to hospitals and doctors from the fed-
eral government under Obama’s plan — much of which will
come from higher taxes — CHOMP doesn’t predict that pay-
ing customers will save much.

So the $100 price tag for a single pill and thousands of
dollars for a simple emergency room visit will likely stay
about the same.

“While the expansion of Medicaid and the increased
availability of insurance through the state exchange that’s


