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A slide (top left) blocks Highway 1 Friday just south of Julia Pfeiffer
Burns State Park. Along Palo Colorado Road (above), a culvert
failed, causing Rocky Creek to flow over a section of the pavement
Wednesday morning. Rescuers (left) survey — but don’t enter — the
very dangerous surf at Bird Rock, where two tourists from China
died on Saturday.

Numerous slides block Highway 1, Palo Colorado in trouble

By MARY SCHLEY

AFTER 14 years as CEO of the Carmel Chamber of
Commerce, Monta Potter advised her board of directors
Thursday morning that she will be leaving her post. 

“I’ll stay until June 1 or until a replacement is found,” she
told The Pine Cone this week.

Emotional about her decision to resign from the chamber,
Potter — who has worked as the CEO of three different non-
profits over the course of more than a quarter-century, and
holds master’s degrees in public administration, and parks
and recreation administration — said it was simply time for
her to move on.

“It’s been 14 years, and at this point, I can work part time.
I don’t have to work full time,” she said. “I’d like to do some-
thing like be an interim CEO. I’d be interested in helping
other nonprofits.”

During her years leading the business group, Potter

POTTER RESIGNS AS

CHAMBER HEAD

Husband and wife
drown at Bird Rock

By MARY SCHLEY

WHEN BRANDON
Gesicki’s little Yorkie,
Edmund, began acting
lethargic and started shiver-
ing, the Carmel resident took
his diminutive 6-year-old
pup to the vet. But it was
only after the dog’s condition
worsened, and his blood
screenings showed increas-
ing kidney problems, that the
experts decided to test for a
fairly rare disease in these
parts: leptospirosis, an ill-
ness caused by infection
with Leptospira bacteria,
which is carried by rodents,
raccoons and other wildlife.

“His kidneys were fail-
ing, and they kept asking me if he’d gotten into antifreeze,”
he told The Pine Cone Wednesday. Antifreeze is almost

Deadly disease hits 
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CVA warned over opposition to Rancho Cañada 
By KELLY NIX

A COALITION of residents and businesses has taken
another step to try to convince the Carmel Valley Association
not to pursue its lawsuit over the Rancho Cañada Village
development, which would provide housing and offer mea-
sures to prevent homes and businesses from flooding. 

On Jan. 12, the CVA sued Alan Williams and the Carmel
Development Company, who want to build Rancho Cañada
Village, and Monterey County, which approved the plan to
subdivide 81.7 acres into 130 residential lots and certified
the EIR for the project. 

But attorney Gerard Rose, who represents a group of
homeowners and business owners who live and work in
potential flood areas, emailed the attorney for the Carmel
Valley Association last week, saying that the group and its
board members would be held legally accountable for mone-

tary damages if the lawsuit delays the flood-protection work
from commencing, and flooding occurs 

“This will put you on formal notice that any flooding that
takes place at any time after the proposed completion of work
on the project aimed at protecting the Rio Road and Mission
Fields floodplains, will be the responsibility of you and your
client’s — including each and every member of your client’s
board of directors,” Rose wrote to CVA attorney William P.
Parkin. 

However, Parkin responded to Rose’s letter this week,
telling Rose the CVA and its members couldn’t be held liable
for “holding the board of supervisors accountable in follow-
ing planning and zoning laws and the California
Environmental Quality Act.” He called the letter a “scare tac-
tic” and a “publicity stunt.”

Also, “the notion that this project is necessary and will
protect Carmel Valley from flooding is pure hyperbole to gar-
ner public sympathy for the project,” Parkin wrote. 

‘Reasonable project’
Rose called the development project “reasonable” and

said it “finally solves the threat of flooding that has hung
over the heads of Carmel Valley’s residents for many years,”
and has once again become an immediate concern because of
this winter’s heavy rains.

Williams’ flood plan includes raising an emergency Rio
Road access road, which he maintains would prevent flood
water from going down Rio Road and inundating the mouth
of the valley. The flows would be redirected to the Odello
Fields floodplain to minimize the risk of flooding at the
Crossroads shopping center and Mission Fields. 

Rose also said, “If you and your clients truly care about
the safety and vitality of Carmel Valley, why would you chal-
lenge the project?” 

The complaint, which Rose said was “frivolous and irre-
sponsible,” also contends that the county’s approval of the
development violates Monterey County’s 2010 general plan
and doesn’t provide enough affordable housing, the latter of
which Rose said was “nonsense.” 

“It was not and is not realistic to saddle a single develop-
ment with an unreasonable burden of solving widespread
housing costs,” Rose said. 

Edmund

By MARY SCHLEY

A MARRIED couple visiting from China drowned in
extremely high surf at Bird Rock in Pebble Beach Saturday,
after their tour bus stopped at the popular 17 Mile Drive
turnout so travelers could take photos.

“The husband and wife were traveling with their adult
son,” Monterey County Sheriff’s deputy Mike Smith said.
“The woman got swept off the rocks by a large wave, and the
son, another man and the husband all jumped in after her. The
husband didn’t make it out.”

Smith, who regularly patrols in Del Monte Forest, said he
was two minutes away when the emergency call came in, and
by the time he arrived, Cal Fire engines and personnel

By CHRIS COUNTS

AFTER MORE heavy rains battered the Big Sur coast
last weekend, mudslides and debris blocked Highway 1 in
numerous places, preventing travel for 30 miles through the
southern part of Monterey County, from Ragged Point to just
south of Deetjen’s Inn.

Farther up the coast, the damage worsened along Palo
Colorado Road after a culvert collapsed two weeks ago,
flooding the road and making it impassable — and creating
serious challenges for the residents of more than 30 house-
holds who live beyond the slide.

While crews try to clear Highway 1 and fix Palo Colorado
Road, the wet weather is forecast to return next week.

A rain gauge in Big Sur Valley recorded 6.49 inches from
Jan. 18 to 25, bringing the total since October to 43.41 inch-
es, including 25.49 inches in January alone. 

Even greater rain totals were recorded at higher eleva-
tions. At Mining Ridge, 48.46 inches of rain has been tallied
so far this month, while a gauge on Three Peaks registered
37.87 inches.

There’s more rain coming at the beginning of February, as
well.

“It looks like a wet period starting Wednesday and extend-
ing through end of next week,” reported National Weather
Service forecaster Bob Benjamin. “It doesn’t look as omi-
nous as what we’ve experienced in January, but February will


