
By KELLY NIX

THE MONTEREY County Board of Supervisors’ resolu-
tion last week urging county officials, including the sheriff, not
to cooperate with federal immigration authorities to deport even

hardened criminals is at odds with the opinion of Congressman
Jimmy Panetta, who believes those who commit serious crimes
shouldn’t be allowed to stay in the country.

On Feb. 14, the supervisors voted 4-1 to pass the non-binding
resolution, which designated Monterey County as a “welcoming
county for immigrants and refugees.” The resolution, however,
made no exceptions for illegal immigrants who have committed
major crimes, including felonies such as murder and rape.

While Panetta, a former deputy district attorney in Monterey
and Alameda counties, agrees with the supervisors’ recommen-
dation as it applies to illegal immigrants who are otherwise law
abiding, the U.S. Representative elected in November was frank
about those who commit serious crimes.

“Undocumented immigrants convicted of serious or violent
felonies should be deported,” Panetta, a Democrat representing
the 20th Congressional District, told The Pine Cone.

Panetta also backed Monterey County Sheriff Steve Bernal,
who last week criticized a portion of the resolution that urged
his office not to cooperate with Immigration and Customs
Enforcement, which he said would make the county a “welcom-
ing community for criminals.”

“The sheriff has jurisdiction to enforce laws in our commu-
nity,” Panetta said. “Our law enforcement officials protect and
serve the people of our community, regardless of their immigra-
tion status.”

However, whether illegal immigrants should face possible
deportation for multiple misdemeanors or serious misde-
meanors — a category of crimes which includes spousal battery
and drunken driving — Panetta said it depends on the case.

“When it comes to misdemeanors, you have to look at the big
picture,” he said. “And that means taking into account whether
a person can contribute to our society.” 

By MARY SCHLEY

CLOSE TO a dozen homes in a few Carmel Valley neigh-
borhoods were flooded, hundreds of residents were told to evac-
uate, thousands lost power — some for several days — trees fell
onto houses and cars, and roads collapsed as the latest round of
storms in an already wet and wild winter blew through the
Monterey Peninsula over the weekend and early this week.

“We were very busy with trees down, lines down, trees that

had fallen into structures, and the river flooding,” said Monterey
County Regional Fire Division Chief Eric Ulwelling. His fire
department fielded 50 calls per day from Friday to Tuesday —
far more than usual.

“We had hundred-foot pines coming down onto homes,”
including a condo complex off Esquiline and a house on Encina,
he said. More fallen trees, including a very large pine that

By CHRIS COUNTS

TEN DAYS after cracks were discovered in the Pfeiffer
Canyon Bridge — and with storm after storm hitting the
beleaguered Big Sur coast — Caltrans announced Feb. 22
that the bridge can’t be fixed.

Caltrans spokesperson Susana Cruz said not only is the
bridge “beyond repair,” the scene is so dangerous, the public
should stay away. 

“The bridge will not re-open to anyone, due to extreme
safety concerns and the bridge’s dynamic instability,” Cruz
reported. “This closure will be enforced.”

If the bridge falls on its own, the debris will have to
be removed, and if it doesn’t, it will have to be torn
down. Already, Cruz said, plans are underway to get a
new bridge built as soon as possible.

“Caltrans geotechnical and bridge experts from
around the state are working as quickly as possible
toward the bridge replacement. Drilling investigation
findings are targeted for March 17.”

New 5th District Monterey County Supervisor Mary
Adams said there’s no easy fix.

“We cannot expect to have a plan for reconstructing
a bridge over Pfeiffer Canyon until March,” she conced-
ed. 

Some have wondered if it might be possible to create
access around the bridge through Pfeiffer Big Sur State
Park. But state parks ranger Matthew Khaler said the
idea was considered and “rejected as a workable plan,”
because “all potential avenues would take the public
through areas ravaged by instability.”

Khaler also warned locals against blazing their own
paths around the bridge — and warned that those who
try could be cited.

“For anyone thinking of entering these lands, please
consider the tax on resources you would be causing if
you sustain an injury,” the ranger said. “Our responding

The announcement means that Highway 1 at Pfeiffer
Creek will be closed for at least several months, leaving res-
idents scrambling for ways to get to work and make even the
most essential trips, and businesses looking for customers. 

Photographs show the concrete bridge over the creek
slumping in the middle and the cracks spreading. 
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(Clockwise from top left) As
the Carmel River crested
Tuesday morning, flood waters
crept into Rancho Cañada, but
fortunately went no further.
Farther upriver, a car over-
turned into the flood waters
Saturday. On Monday
evening, a Monterey cypress
sliced into a home in Skyline
Forest. Meanwhile, in Big Sur,
Pfeiffer Bridge is ready to fall,
and in Cachagua, most of the
main road has disappeared. 

Major bridge ready to collapse as Big Sur takes brunt of storm’s fury

Is it spring yet?

While humans have been taking cover from a series of
winter storms, some animals have needed help, too,
including this nestling great horned owl the SPCA for
Monterey County rescued in Soledad Wednesday. The
tiny, 2-and-a-half-week-old bird was dehydrated but is
doing “OK,” spokeswoman Beth Brookhouser said.

See BIG SUR page 13A

By MARY SCHLEY

AWAKENED BY a loud noise — possibly an explosion
— Carmel Valley resident Peggy Johnsen opened the bedroom
blinds to find a cloud of sparks and debris billowing up from a
nearby house early Friday morning. 

“I think the fire had been going awhile,” she told The Pine
Cone this week. “I don’t know if the noise I heard was the roof
falling in, or if there was some kind of explosion.”

While her husband, Rolf, ran outside to spray water on their
own roof to keep the fire from spreading, Johnsen dialed 911 to
report the blaze that seemed to be engulfing the house in the Del
Mesa retirement community located off Carmel Valley Road.

“They asked where I lived and where the fire was, and if any-
one was in the house, and I said, ‘I don’t think so,’” she said.
“But I said, ‘You better send a lot of people, because this is big.’
One of the pine trees had caught fire.”

Some five minutes later, at around 4 a.m., fire engines were
arriving at the raging fire, Cal Fire Battalion Chief Arron Young
said.

Del Mesa home burns 
in early-morning fire

See STORM page 14A

See RIVER page 15A

Rising water forces evacuations, power lines fall Carmel River flows matched
’95 peak — or did they?

By CHRIS COUNTS

A GOVERNMENT agency recorded flows
Monday in the Carmel River that matched those tallied
in 1995, when massive flooding at the mouth of the val-
ley occurred. Yet when The Pine Cone took to the air
early that morning to survey the damage, many of the
areas flooded 22 years ago were dry. What happened —
and what didn’t happen?

A chart posted on the United States Geological
Survey agency’s website showed flows along Carmel
River near the mouth of the valley Monday at about 6
a.m. reaching about 17,000 cubic feet per second. But
Larry Hampson of the Monterey Peninsula Water
Management District said the reading is “subject to
revision” and a more accurate reading will probably be
considerably lower.

See PANETTA page 12ASee FIRE page 17A

PANETTA: SERIOUS CRIMINALS SHOULD BE DEPORTED
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