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Stolen redwoods found, but not the thieves
Soberanes Fire nearby. But many of the felled trees were left
behind, and today they sit neatly stacked on a property owned
OUNTY AND park officials say they still don’t know by the Big Sur Land Trust, where one day they could be
who cut down dozens of redwoods last August at the Mill transformed into bridges, railings, stairs, benches and interCreek Redwood Preserve while firefighters battled the pretive displays in local parks.
Rafael Payan, the general manager of the
Monterey Peninsula Regional Park District,
which owns the preserve, told The Pine Cone that
the county and the land trust agreed to move the
logs there “to ensure they would not be stolen.”
Before the trees were hauled to their present
site, they were cut into segments ranging from
about 8 to 12 feet long. About 70 pieces are being
stored. While some of the logs came from trees
that were relatively small, others came from trees
much larger, as evidenced by one log that measures 4 feet in diameter. Some logs were burned
extensively, while others showed little or no sign
of being scorched by the blaze.
The wood could be used to replace several
redwood bridges at Mill Creek which were
destroyed by the Soberanes Fire. The park district
previously estimated that it would cost $100,000
to replace those bridges.
While park district officials will likely find a
good use for the valuable redwood logs, they still
PHOTO/CHRIS COUNTS
don’t know who cut them down. “The park disBy CHRIS COUNTS
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Kerry Frangioso of Big Sur measures the size of redwoods that were illegally cut
down last summer and left behind.
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OR THE first time since the Monterey Peninsula was
ordered to drastically cut back its water use from the Carmel
River 22 years ago, a project to replace that supply is set to
break ground Friday.
The Pure Water Monterey project will deliver 3,500 acrefeet of purified wastewater to the Seaside Groundwater
Basin, where it will be stored for human consumption. It’s a
collaboration between the Monterey Peninsula Water
Management District and the Monterey Regional Water
Pollution Control Agency.
A groundbreaking ceremony in Marina May 5 is expected

P.G. to get major auto
auction during Car Week

to feature Assemblyman Mark Stone, staff from Sen. Bill
Monning’s office, John Laird of the Natural Resources
Agency, Congressman Jimmy Panetta, and other state and
local officials.
“The Pure Water project exemplifies ingenuity by utilizing and recycling existing water and treating it for domestic
and agricultural use,” Panetta told The Pine Cone. “I believe
it is an important step in the long walk of addressing the
water needs of our region.”
The project involves treating water from a variety of
sources, including wastewater, agricultural produce wash
water, stormwater and irrigation water, and could begin
delivering water into the Seaside Groundwater Basin in late
2018.
Water district general manager Dave Stoldt said the “innovative project” sets a new standard for recycling the
Peninsula’s limited water resources.
“It is the first step for a permanent replacement water supply,” Stoldt told the Pine Cone. “By starting now, we will

By KELLY NIX
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HE 18th Fairway of the Pacific Grove Golf Links will
be the exquisite backdrop for a posh auction during Car
Week that will feature dozens of high-end, collectible automobiles, the city council decided late Wednesday night.
Pacific Grove’s city manager first had talks with car auction company, Worldwide Auctioneers, only two weeks ago
— and the city’s golf commission didn’t even have a chance
to formally discuss it — but the majority of council members
said the idea of the hosting an event that would draw people
with deep pockets who would presumably spend lots of
money was too good to pass up.
“I use the term ‘uber rich,’” councilman Ken Cuneo said.
“If you can buy one of these cars, you’re uber rich, you
know? Bring them to our town, bring them to our restaurants,
bring them to our hotels and B&Bs.”

See WATER page 21A
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Council lets events
off the $$$ hook
By MARY SCHLEY

H

EEDING THE pleas of organizers and supporters, the
city council on Tuesday voted to support a half-dozen annual
events at far greater levels than what the community activities and cultural commission recommended last month.
Three longstanding community events — Breakfast with
the Bunny, the sandcastle contest and the Carmel High
School homecoming parade — will have all of the fees for
using public property and employees covered by taxpayers,
while organizers of the Run in the Name of Love and the
Winemakers’ Celebration will be responsible for covering 20
percent of theirs. The Carmel Art Festival, meanwhile, will
pay just $2,618 out of the $20,474 the city would have
charged.
And on behalf of the Concours on the Avenue, which the
council discussed separately from the others, the Carmel
Foundation will pay $15,581 out of a total $31,059 in fees.
All told, of the $63,702 the city would have charged for
the seven events, it will forego $44,017, compared with the
$8,291 the commission had suggested covering.
Confusion
Representatives from some of the events told the council
May 2 that they had never had to ask the city for help with
fees before, because they’d never been charged any.

GROUNDBREAKING SET FOR NEW WATER SOURCE
By KELLY NIX
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City election day
moving to November
By MARY SCHLEY

W

ITH EVEN less drama than it garnered when it raised
the idea of moving municipal elections last month, the
Carmel City Council Tuesday night approved an ordinance
that will change the century-old tradition of holding elections for mayor and council in April.
Assuming no substantial protest erupts between now and
next month, when the council will vote on the final adoption
of the ordinance it briefly discussed at the May 2 meeting,
the next municipal election will be held in November 2018.
Over the years, city officials have presented the idea of
consolidating with the state’s general election as a way of
saving money and possibly increasing voter turnout, but tra-

See ELECTION page 17A

BOTTEGA VENETA HIT BY LATE-NIGHT BURGLARS
By MARY SCHLEY

A

‘Economic development’
With council members Robert Huitt and Bill Peake dissenting, the council voted 5-2 to allow the Aug. 17 car auction — which will feature automobiles for sale from $50,000

HALF-DOZEN burglars forced open the door of
an upscale Carmel Plaza shop in an early-morning breakin April 24 and escaped with more than $250,000 worth
of handbags and other goods in under a minute, but police
might have a lead in the case, Sgt. Luke Powell said
Wednesday.
The brazen theft is reminiscent of an October 2014
incident in which a single perpetrator broke in around the
same time of day and took off with $100,000 in purses —
including a $35,000, one-of-a-kind handbag made from
crocodile belly — in 58 seconds.
In the more recent break-in, at 3:35 a.m., “approximately six unknown suspects used a tool to defeat the lock
on the front door of Bottega Veneta,” Powell said. “All six
suspects entered the store and immediately started remov-

See AUCTION page 11A

See BURGLARS page 22A
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Police are searching for six people who broke into this upscale store last
Monday and made off with $250K in merchandise in under a minute.
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