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Police make arrest in
What will coastal commission say about the dirt?
Mother Nature would. But trucking material long disBottega Veneta break-in n By land or by sea, a mountain’s worth than
tances has its own environmental costs, if only because the
By MARY SCHLEY

A

DETECTIVE and a police officer went to Los
Angeles last month in pursuit of some of the more than 70
handbags and other items stolen during an early-morning
break-in at a posh Carmel Plaza store in April, returning with
a half-dozen purses and the name of a man they suspect was
involved. Perpetrated by six thieves who forced open the
door at Bottega Veneta at around 3:35 a.m. April 24, the burglary took less than a minute and resulted in the loss of a
quarter-million dollars’ worth of merchandise.
The day after the break-in, at the request of Carmel police
officers, employees of the upscale company searched the
internet and found some of the stolen items listed for sale on
eBay, Sgt. Luke Powell told The Pine Cone this week.
“Detective Greg Johnson immediately began to write a
search warrant to obtain the
account information of the
two sellers from the online
marketplace,” he said, and on
April 28, a judge signed the
warrant ordering eBay to
comply.
It took two weeks for the
company to turn over information about the sellers,
who live in Sierra Madre and
Montebello in Southern
California, according to
Powell. By then, the Bottega
Veneta items they listed had
already been sold.
In pursuit of the sellers
Dante Kees
and whatever information
they might provide about
how they obtained the stolen
goods, Johnson and officer Joe Boucher drove to L.A. last
Monday. “After chasing down a few addresses to no avail, the
two Carmel officers located the first subject, who agreed to
meet them at the Sierra Madre Police Department,” Powell
said. During that interview, the seller told Johnson and
Boucher he’d gotten the bags from a man named Dante Kees.
He also turned over a stolen Bottega Veneta wallet and
allowed them to search his home.
“The seller admitted to buying the handbags from Kees
and then selling them on the online marketplace, but claimed
to have no knowledge of the bags’ being stolen,” Powell said.

See BOTTEGA page 15A

of slide debris needs new home

trucks will use a massive amount of gasoline.
Coastal commission planner Mike Watson told The Pine
Cone it is too early to say if the rocks and dirt will need to go

By CHRIS COUNTS

W

ILL BULLDOZER operators be able to use
their heavy equipment to push the countless tons of
rocks and dirt that block Highway 1 at Mud Creek into
the sea? Or will they need to fill up a parade of dump
trucks and transport the material elsewhere — just as
they were required to do nearby in 2011?
The answer to this question could have a big impact
on when the scenic route will be open again from
Cambria to Carmel.
“We had a meeting with local stakeholders, and
they asked a similar question,” Susana Cruz of
Caltrans reported this week. “We’re still investigating,
and we’ve started talking to the California Coastal
Commission about it.
The coastal commission, the state’s powerful land
use watchdog agency, has previously required that the
debris from slides be trucked away to locations where
it will supposedly have less impact on the environment. The mountains along the coast are relentlessly
eroding into the sea, but environmentalists often argue
that humans shouldn’t accelerate the process by moving the debris left by landslides downhill more quickly

See DEBRIS page 14A

PHOTO/MICHAEL TROUTMAN, DMT IMAGING

The Mud Creek slide has added 13 acres to the California coastline and
perplexed officials who wonder how they will dispose of so much debris.

City to subpoena records in vacation rental case
By MARY SCHLEY

T

HE OWNERS of a downtown home repeatedly rent it
out for short stays despite the fact that doing so violates the
city’s municipal code, and despite the fact they’ve been
warned and have said they would stop, according to city
attorney Don Freeman. As a result, the council is set to vote
next week on a subpoena that would force HomeAway Inc.,
which does business as Vacation Rentals by Owner, to turn
over records and information about owners Stoffer Jozef
Wagelaar and Anna de Pasquale Wagelaar.
The Wagelaars live in Pleasanton and have been renting
out their house on Guadalupe Street between Third and
Fourth avenues — called “Dutch Casetta” — through
VRBO.com, according to Freeman. He said a “sting operation” conducted by the city revealed they continue to engage
in the practice, despite being warned. The city’s ban on shortterm rentals prohibits anyone from letting out a home to visitors for any period shorter than 30 days, and the ordinance
has been successfully defended in court.

“These are people who said they would stop but chose not
to stop,” he said.
The draft “legislative subpoena,” addressed to VRBO’s
VP and custodian of records, Melissa Fruge, demands that
the company turn over the username associated with the
rental property, as well as the actual names, associated email
address and contact information. It also seeks “the dates and
duration of stay for each time the residence associated with
that username was rented” between July 1, 2015, and the date
of her response to the subpoena.
If the subpoena is approved by the council and signed by

See SUBPOENA page 14A

Griffin loses Sunset
gig over Trump
decapitation photo

Police investigating another grab-and-run at Apple Store
By KELLY NIX

F

OUR HOODED thieves raided the Apple Store in Del
Monte Shopping Center two weeks ago and brazenly
snatched about $40,000 worth of iPhones and computers in
just a few seconds.
Monterey police are trying to determine if the daring theft
is related to a rash of other Apple store robberies in the state,
including two similar thefts at Del Monte Center in October
2015. There have also been similar incidents around the
country and in several cities in Europe.
In an operation that lasted only about 20 seconds, three
men and one woman rushed into the Monterey Apple Store at
about 5:15 p.m. May 16 and stole about a dozen demo computers and 20 phones from display tables, Monterey Police
Lt. Ethan Andrews told The Pine Cone. Customers were
inside the store at the time, but they weren’t targeted, and
nobody was injured.
“It was a group of subjects who came in very quickly and
took a bunch of product,” Andrews said Wednesday. “I think
they just ripped the cords right out of the wall” and took the
items.
The suspects are described as black, ranging from 5-feet
9-inches to 6 feet tall. They did not use weapons or threaten
employees or customers, but stole “everything they could get
their hands on,” Andrews said. Nobody confronted the
thieves.
“Sometimes observing and reporting is the best course, as

opposed to physically trying to intervene,” said Andrews,
who also said Monterey police officers quickly converged on
the scene after someone reported the incident.

See APPLE page 15A

SURVEILLANCE FOOTAGE RELEASED BY LAW ENFORCEMENT

The Apple store at Del Monte Center was hit again May 16 by a
gang of thieves who grabbed laptops, phones and other costly
devices. The robbery was one of a string of similar thefts around the
world, including one in Rancho Cucamonga last weekend (above).

By CHRIS COUNTS

S

UNSET CENTER this week joined CNN and Squatty
Potty in giving Kathy Griffin the boot after the comedian
posted a photo on Instagram of her holding what looked like
President Donald Trump’s blood-soaked, decapitated head.
Griffin was set to perform at Sunset Center Oct. 13, but
the performance has been cancelled because of the photo,
according to Sunset’s Facebook page.
“Regarding the recent controversy with Kathy Griffin, we
have heavily considered all factors involving a decision to
cancel her performance on Oct. 13,” Sunset Center
announced. “With Ms. Griffin’s public apology and release
of any further contractual obligation, we are now confirming
100 percent cancellation of the performance.”
Not her first controversy
While CNN has been highly critical of President Trump
since his election in November 2016, the news channel drew
a line at Griffin’s controversial escapade, which isn’t the first
in her career. The comedian drew widespread criticism in
2007 when she told Jesus to “suck it” during an Emmy
Awards acceptance speech. The decapitation photo of the
president was also intended to be humorous, apparently.
Sunset Center’s rebuke of Griffin came just hours after
CNN announced the comedian would not return as co-host of
the news channel’s annual New Year’s Eve program. Others
followed suit, including Squatty Potty, which suspended an

See GRIFFIN page 14A
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