The Carmel Pine Cone

Volume 103 No. 29

On the Internet: www.carmelpinecone.com

T R U S T E D

B Y

L O C A L S

A N D

L O V E D

B Y

V I S I T O R S

Paul’s Slide open — and so is ‘Big Sur Island’
By CHRIS COUNTS

flammable liquid, and ammonium nitrate, a commonly used
explosive.
LOSED TO the public since it was buried by mud and
“The boulder needed to be blasted,” Caltrans spokesperrock in March, Highway 1 at Paul’s Slide near Lucia son Susana Cruz told The Pine Cone. “It was located about
reopened this week with a bang.
halfway down the slope and lodged there. We couldn’t keep
The scenic route north of the slide was set to welcome it there and have public access beneath it.”
tourists July 18 for the first time in four months, but first, a
The effort to dislodge the rock was successful — video
large boulder that hung dangerously over the highway had to footage provided by Caltrans shows it being blasted to
be removed. To do the job, a Caltrans crew with specialized smithereens.
training placed 14 sticks of explosives in and around the big
While travel past the site has now been deemed safe for
rock July 17. The sticks were filled with nitromethane, a motorists, Caltrans isn’t taking any chances. For the time
being, someone from Caltrans
will be on site controlling traffic
24/7.
“It’s not going to be forever,”
Cruz said of the plan to have an
employee there. “It’s for safety
reasons in case anything comes
down.” And if another slide happens there, Caltrans has gates
that will make it easy to close the
scenic route quickly.
A short section of highway at
Paul’s Slide will remain unpaved
until Caltrans can bring in paving
equipment, which can’t be done
until the Pfeiffer Creek bridge
replacement project is completed
in late September.
Now that tourists can travel
through the area of Paul’s
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A Caltrans crew (left) prepares a large boulder Slide, they can access more than
miles
of
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C

short time later, the rock (above) is blown to bits
with explosives.

FOUR-WAY STOP COMING
TO MISSION & EIGHTH

See OPEN page 14A
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FTER YEARS of resisting the call to make the intersection of Mission Street and Eighth Avenue a four-way stop,
city officials are now angling for it. At a traffic safety committee meeting in city hall Wednesday morning, Carmel
Police Chief Paul Tomasi explained that a traffic engineer
recommended it. And he agreed, deciding that the safety of
drivers pulling onto Eighth from Mission trumps concerns
about brake and engine noise from buses and delivery trucks
having to stop on the downhill slope of Eighth, and motorists
blocking the driveway to the nearby public parking lot.
It’s not because the intersection is particularly busy or
because drivers speed through it — or even because a lot of
wrecks have occurred there. Combing through the data
shows 10 collisions, three involving injuries, in or near the
intersection between November 2013 and July of this year,
according to Tomasi — though one particular 12-month period included six crashes, which he said is enough to justify the
additional stop signs.
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Panetta: Bipartisan
work on healthcare
the only solution
n Says Dems should show
‘humility’ about costs of ACA
By KELLY NIX

W

HILE SENATE Republicans failed this week to get
consensus on a bill to repeal the Affordable Care Act and are
plotting their next move, Congressman Jimmy Panetta is not
just blaming the GOP for not including Democrats at the
table, he’s expressing frustration at his own party for not
addressing one of Obamacare’s biggest sticking points — its
cost to the middle class.
Despite a seven-year promise to repeal President Obama’s
Affordable Care Act and replace it with a plan they say would
bring down premiums for taxpayers who fund the bulk of it,
Republicans have not been able to secure enough votes to
make it happen.
In an interview two weeks ago, and in responses he provided to The Pine Cone this week, Panetta criticized the GOP
for going it alone on legislation to replace the struggling
ACA. He called the Republican effort “rushed,” and not
transparent, and said that, under the draft GOP plan, about
49,000 people in Monterey County would lose Medicaid coverage, and about 13,000 would lose insurance coverage they
obtained through the ACA over the course of a decade.
Panetta said that any new or revised plan should preserve
the expansion of Medicaid, because “it’s hard to take away

See PANETTA page 15A

Restaurateurs get first look at straw rule, plastics ban
By MARY SCHLEY

R

By MARY SCHLEY

July 21-27, 2017

ESTAURANTS WOULD be required to stop giving
straws to customers who haven’t asked for them, and all businesses would have to use compostable or biodegradable
packaging for takeout, including cups and lids, containers,
cutlery and straws, instead of the ubiquitous plastic, according to drafts of ordinances presented at a city workshop
Tuesday.
If the rules are adopted by the council, the straw law
would take effect six months prior to the plastics ban.
The city’s new environmental compliance manager, Agnes
Topp, said the changes would help stem the use of plastic cutlery and straws, neither of which can be recycled.
“They are a big source of litter on beaches and trash in the
landfill,” she said.

Across the country, 500 million plastic straws are used
daily — a mystifying statistic, considering the nation’s population is 321 million. “Plastic straws are their own kind of
nightmare,” Topp said.
Much of the time, straws aren’t even used, Topp said, suggesting that restaurants could save money by skipping them
altogether.
‘Affordable’
California has a goal of recycling 75 percent of its waste
by 2020, but as of 2015, that percentage was just north of 45
percent, according to Topp. Since compostable food-service
ware and paper straws can be put in bins for organic waste,
using them would help move the city and the state in the right

See RULES page 12A

Bruiser’s owners threatened with arrest for sleepover
By KELLY NIX

T

Sight lines pose problem
In the past, officials argued against making the intersection a four-way stop because it’s on the truck route, so buses
and delivery trucks having to stop would mean more exhaust,
along with braking and engine noise. They also worried that
cars stopped at the intersection would block the driveway to
the busy Sunset Center north lot, which offers free all-day
parking to the public.
But sight lines for people turning onto Eighth from
Mission are poor, especially when cars are parked on both
sides of the street, according to engineer Keith Higgins’
September 2016 report on the intersection. In addition, while
the crossing doesn’t see a lot of vehicular or foot traffic, people tend to walk across on the west side, where there’s no stop
sign or marked crosswalk.
“The left turn out of Mission is pretty hairy, especially if
a van is parked by the parking lot driveway — you can’t see
at all,” agreed new public works director Robert Harary, who
sits on the committee with Tomasi and planning director

HE FAMILY that was ordered to remove a pet pig from
their Pacific Grove home last year has been slapped with a
violation notice from the city warning them that they face
massive fines and even arrest for inviting the pig over for a
home visit earlier this month.
In a July 6 letter to Lisa and Mark Hanes, the owners of a
90-pound pig named Bruiser, deputy city attorney Michael
Laredo said the animal had been “documented” at their property — presumably on a visit from his new home in
Castroville. The letter warned the Haneses of fines of $500
per day if they didn’t send him packing, and if they didn’t
comply, they could even be placed in handcuffs.
“Failure to legally abate the nuisance within the allotted
time period may result in an [arrest] warrant being issued
against you,” according to Laredo’s two-page “notice of violation and declaration of nuisance.”
The city contends the Haneses are in violation of a July
21, 2016, order by an administrative hearing officer to relocate the pig outside city limits, and a new ordinance that
includes pigs among animals banned in the city. The 2016
decision was made after neighbor Ray Magsalay said

See STOP page 12A

See ARREST page 15A

In this June 2016 photo, Bruiser relaxes at his former home in Pacific
Grove. While he’s since moved to Castroville, Bruiser’s owners have
been threatened with fines and arrest for allowing him to visit.
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